Syria 


awaits President Clinton 


DAMASCUS (AP) — While Jordan and Israel were signing a 
peace treaty, hundreds of workers planted flowers and painted the 
curbs Wednesday as part of Syria’s grand welcome for President 
BiQ Clinton. Mr. Clinton’s visit on Thursday, the day after he 
watched Jordan and Israel put an official end to 46 years of war, 
wifl be the first trip to Damascus by a U.S. president in 20 years. It 
has been welcomed by the state- run media as a new opportunity 
for progress in negotiations with Israel. But despite the new peace 
slogans that keep popping up around the capital, Syria has made it 
dear it wants a different kind of agreement than the one concluded 
by Jordan and Israel. President Hafez A1 Assad has criticised 
Wednesday's treaty. “We want a withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. This is what the Syrian president wanes," said Ismael 
Bflal, who works for the Syrian Communist Party. Wednesday’s 
government-run newspapers carried front-page previews of the 
Jordanian- Israeli treaty ceremony, but the editorials, which reflect 
government policy, concentrated on Mr. Clinton (see page 12) 
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Israel, Arabs agree on Aqaba project 

MANAMA (AFP)— brad. Aid) 

environmental piijeco fbr Ike Mi ddle tot cn th ejaa d»y of 
multilateral talks here Wednesday, delegates M^-Ho*ev”,an 
Israeli proposal fbr a summit meeting to fflsa»desertifiahOT was 
rejected s^irtain Arab delegate,” sad Jaganese .d dejshon 
tod Tostunori Stride, Jordanian delegate Zuhmr A 1 Mahasna 
said earlier die Israeli proposal bad met with AraDroetvanoqs- 
Tlie Saudi delegation also rejected a taU (rotator* Emmonraera 
Minister Yossilaiid to joinademHip of the Glrif of Aqaba, wtadi 
^ ^ and Jordan- Riyadh believes that 


Saudi delegate EdT Despite the Saudi reservations, the Gulf 
Aqaba project was ap p roved by other delegations - after the 
two-day session here, Shigie ootd reporters. It involves jetting up 
three anti-poDution centres in the pons of Aqaba in Jordan, Eilat 
in Israel and Nuwaibeh in Egypt- work will begin in 1996 at a cos 
of $6 to 17 million providedby Japan, the European Union and 
Israel. 
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Jordan, Israel seal historic accord 



J Prime Minister Abdul Salam MajaK aad U.S. President BiU 
Clinton sign the Jordanian- Israefi peace treaty on Wednes- 
day after Israefi Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabat as His 
Majesty King Hussein, Israeli President Ezer Weizman (to 
the King’s left), KBs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 


U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
Jordanian and Israefi, Russian and American 
look on. At left is Israel’s chief negotiator w 
EBalrim Rubinstein and nest to Dr. Mgjafi is the 
chief negotiator Fayez Tarawneh. 


Wednesday’s signing of the Jordanian-faraefi peace treaty 
pose for a group photograph. (From left to right) UA 
Secretary oT State Warren Christopher, His Royal Kgbness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Israefi Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Rabto, U.S. Presided Bit CHnton.TBs Majesty King 
Hnsseto, Israefi President Enr Weizman, Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev, Israefi Foreign Minister Shimon 
■ Peres and Prime Bfinfater Abdul Salam Mqjafi 


Treaty of peace is signed with U.S. president as witness 

King: It is a day like no other ... It is peace with dignity and commitment 
Rabin to King : I have learned to know and admire your quiet , smiling power 


Clinton to His Majesty: This is your day 

Peres: ‘Let us dream together, we’ve licence’ 


From Ayman A1 Safadi in Aqaba 


JORDAN AND Israel on 
Wednesday signed a historic 
peace treaty that officially 
ended over four decades of 
war between them amidst 
assertions from leaders of the 
two states that the new era 
will be one of cooperation, 
mutual respect and tolerance. 

The agreement, which was 
initialled in Amman on Oct. 
17, is the first to be reached 
between Israel and any Arab 
country since the launching 
of the peace process in Mad- 
. rid in 1991. 

At a site about 4.5 
kilometres north of Aqaba, 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali and his Israeli coun- 
terpart Yitzhak Rabin signed 
the agreement to the applaud 
of over 5,000 guests who 
attended the simply but emo- 
tional ceremony. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton, whose country has co- 
sponsored the Arab- Israeli 
peace process and played a 
major role in bringing Jorda- 
nian and Israeli views closer, 
also signed the accord as a 
witness. His Majesty King 
Hussein, Israeli President 
Ezer Weizman, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san stood behind the two 
prime ministers as they 
opened a new chapter in the 
relations between the King- 
dom and the Jewish state. 

; Mr- Clinton and First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
beaded a list of tens of Arab 
and foreign dignitaries who 
saw Jordan and Israel 
embrace a new era of peace 
in this desert location astrid- 
ihg the border. Other digni- 
taries inending the signing 
include German Foreign 
Minister Claus Kinkel and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa. 

t • Also attending v?re mem- 
bers of the Royal family. 
Cabinet members, parlia- 
mentarians and other high- 
ranking officials. 

It is with “a sense of enor- 
mous pride, a sense of fulfill- 
ment that I stand here before 
you” to announce the begin- 
ning of the times of peace 
between Jordan and Israel, 
King Hussein said. 

The King described 
Wednesday as an unusual 


day, “a day like no other” in 
terms of the promise it holds, 
adding that “we will remem- 
ber this day as long as we 
live." 

The King said the peace 
treaty, which he said will be 
ratified by Parliament in "a 
matter of days", marks the 
“dawning of a new era of 
peace, mutual respect be- 
tween all and tolerance,” 
asserting that the peace that 
Jordan and Israel have 
reached is not peace on paper 
but one that will lead to 
mutual cooperation to build a 
better future for Jordanians, 
Israelis and others in the re- 
gion. 

The King said Jordan will 
continue to cherish all those 
who have fallen in the years 
of conflict between Jordan 
and Israel. “But 1 believe 
they are all with us today... as 
we come together to ensure 
that there will be no more 
death, no more misery, no 
more suspicion,” as had been 
the case in the past. 

The King spoke of the 
promise the peace will hold 
for the foture in terms of 
quality of life, economic de- 
velopment and security for 
ail. 

“This great valley in which 
we stand will become the 
valley of peace," the King 
said, adding that by working 
together, Israelis and Jorda- 
nians will make it bloom as 
never before without a need 
for any to supervise the ac- 
tions of the two countries. 

“This is peace with dignity, 
this is peace with commit- 
ment," the King said. The 
peace will not simply be a 
peace on paper, be said, it 
will be real. 

“We will never forget this 
day,” which ended a chapter 
of war and opened a book of 
life, the King said in front of 
television cameras that 
broadcast the signing cere- 
mony live to many parts of 
the world. 

The King thanked Presi- 
dent Clinton for the support 
the U.S. has extended to- 
wards the realisation of peace 
agreement, saying “we will 
always remember that you 
personally came to be with us 
on this most happy of occa- 


In an emotional speech 
that spoke of the suffering 
the two countries had to en- 
dure through the years of 
conflict between them, Mr. 
Rabin also sounded an opti- 
mistic note about the future 
of the region with the attain- 
ment of peace between Jor- 
dan and Israel. 

“We have known many 
days of sorrow, you have 
known many days of sorrow, 
but bereavment unites us, as 
does bravely, and we honour 
those who sacrificed their 
lives,” Mr. Rabin said as 
Jordanians and Israelis sat 
next to each other watching 
the two countries bury de- 
cades of war. 

"The time has come not 
merely to dream of a better 
life, but to realise it,” said 
Mr. Rabin, who added that 
the leaders should dear the 
path of peace but “the road 
itself must be paved by both 
peoples.” 

The Israeli prime minister 
said the peace agreement be- 
tween Jordan and Israel 
would not have been reached 
had it not been for the exist- 
ence of a desire of peace in 
the hearts of both peoples. 
“Both nations were deter- 
mined that the great revolu- 
tion in the Middle East would 
take place in their genera- 
tions.” he said adding that 
peace between states is peace 
between peoples and an ex- 
pression of “trust and re- 
spect.” 

“I have learned to know 
and admire the quiet and 
smiling power with which you 
guard your nation and the 
courage with which you lead 
your people,” Mr. Rabin told 
King Hussein, adding that 
the peace the King and be 
were nuking was a peace 
between friends. 

Similar praise to King Hus- 
sein's leadership came from 
Mr. Ginton, the first U.S. 
president to visit Jordan since 
former President Richard 
Nixon visited the Kingdom in 
1974. Mr. Ginton pledged 
continued U.S. support for 
Jordan and Israel as they 
work on bringing economic 
development and prosperity 
to the area. 

Mr. Ginton congratulated 
King Hussein for realising the 
vision of the late King Abdul- 

f. 


lab who, he said, saw bright- 
ness when darkness prevailed 
in the region. 

The U.S. president also 
said that peace is the biggest 
victory that Mr. Rabin, a 
former soldier, can offer to 
his people. 

“Peace between Jordan 
and Israel is no longer a 
mirage, it is real" and will 
take to root in this soil, Mr. 
Ginton said. 

Mr. Clinton warned 
against what he called the 
forces of terror that will try to 
“hold you back, but we can- 
not, we must not. we will not 
let them succeed.” 

Here in the Rift Valley 
Jordan and Israel have 
bridged a tragic rift, Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Pledges for support of 
peace between Jordan and 
Israel also came from Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev wiio said Russia will 
“be with yon until foil peace 
is achieved” in the region. 

Similar optimism came 
from U.S. and Israeli foreign 
ministers who saw great 
dunces fbr development in 
the area under conditions of 
peace. 

“Let's dream together, we 
have got the licence,” Mr. 
Peres told Jordanians and 
Israelis who sat under the sun 
for hours to witness wfaat 
King Hussein called a historic 
moment of the region. 

“Peace shall make the de- 
sert alive,” Mr. Peres said, 
echoing pledges by the King, 
Mr. Ginton and Mr. Rabin. 

King Hussein and Mr. 
Rabin addressed the cere- 
mony after they received 
flowers from Jordanian and 
Israeli girls whose grand- 
father were killed in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. Presi- 
dents Ginton and Mr. Weiz- 
man also received flowers 
from the girls. 

The signing ceremony took 
off to the tunes of the Jorda- 
nian, Israeli and American 
anthems. While the Jordanian 
Aimed Forces band played 
the Kingdom’s anthem and 
the Israeli band played that 
of Israel, the two bands 
together played the U.S. 
anthem. 

Jordanian and Israeli sol- 
diers sat next to each other as 
their leaders formally de- 
clared all wars over between 


After observing a minute 
of silence in honour of those 
who have fallen in the wars 
between the two countries, 
“those for whom this peace 
ceremony has come too 
late,” verses of Koran urging 
peace and from the Tore 
were recited. 

In front of the podium 
where Jordanian and Israeli 
leaders stood side by side, 
senior army officers from 
both countries, “men of arms 
who once pulled the trigger,” 
shook hands and exchanged 
symbolic gifts. 

As the national anthems of 
Jordan and Israel ended the 
ceremony, the officers sa- 
luted. 

Above the Jordanian, 
Israeli and American flags 
that bedecked the signing site 
at the new border crossing 
between the former enemies, 
balloons in the colour of the 
flags were released into the 
air. The wind carried these 
balloons towards Eilat where 
Israeli journalists and guests 
cheered. 

The ceremony took place 
amidst strict security with sol- 
diers manning the roads lead- 
ing to the site at the edge of 
the desert. 

But the signs of festivities 
that marked the site were not 
viable in Aqaba which had 
only Jordanian and American 
flags hoisted in its streets and 
a banner in front of the Coral 
Beach where the U.S. de- 
legation stayed saying "we 
welcome peace.” 

The audience at the signing 
ceremony included 2,000 in- 
vited guests each from Jordan 
and Israel and more than 
1,200 American officials and 
businessmen accompanying 
the president under a special 
arrangement drawn up by the 
White House in a show of 
support for the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace agreement 

The Israeli audience in- 
cluded many members of the 
Knesset, which on Tuesday 
overwhelmingly endorsed the 
peace treaty, as well as 
opposition leaden, including 
former Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir, who had ted his 
country’s delegation to the 
international conference in 
Madrid in October 1991 to 
launch the Middle East peace 
process. 


Clinton pledges U.S. 
will stand by Jordan 

‘We’ll not let you down,’ president 
tells Parliament, promising to meet* 
Kingdom’s defence requirements 


By P.V. Vfvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — U.S. President 
Bill Ginton on Wednesday 
resoundingly affirmed his 
country’s support for Jordan 
and pledged that Washington 
would actively seek means to 
increase trade and economic 
cooperation with the King- 
dom. 

President Ginton, addres- 
sing a joint session of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament, also promised to 
meet Jordan’s legitimate de- 
fence requirements. 

Mr. Clinton, the first 
American president to 
address an Arab parliament 
and the first foreign head of Amman, President Ginton 
state to appear before the paid tribute to King Hussein, 

Jordanian legislature, also 

announced a U.S. contribu- 
tion of S75 million to set up a 
regional investment bank to 
encourage American invest- 


Quoting Eisenhower, Pres- "You have established a 
ident Clinton said: “Out parliament where all voices 
country knows what you have could be heard... your na- 
done. Believe me, we won’t don’s commitment to plural- 
down. Both of us, ism has been matched by ~ 


it you 

Jordan and America, are 
fighting the same battle.” 

“Today that is the struggle 
for peace,” said Mr. Clinton 
in his 20-minute speech to the 
session, which was not 
attended by 18 deputies rep- 
resenting groups that oppose 
the peace process. “Ana I say 
again on behalf of the U.S., 
the U.S. will not let you 
down.” 

Often interrupted by loud 
applause from the packed 
gallarics of foe domed parlia- 
ment house in the heart of 


ment m projects like those 
envisaged in the Jordan Rift 
Valley. The establishment of 
the bank with a proposed 
capital of $10 billion is ex- 
pected to be discussed at next 
week’s Middle East/North 
Africa economic summit to 
be held in Casablanca, 
Morocco. 

The U.S. President, who 
witnessed die signing of the 
Jordan- Israel peace treaty in 
the Wadi Araba desert ear- 
lier in the day, declared: 
“those who take risks for 
peace must not stand alone. 
We will work with Jordan to 
meet your legitimate defence 
requirements and give you 
the security you deserve." 

Mr. Ginton, the eighth 
U.S. president that His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
dealt with, recalled that for- 
mer president Dwight 
Eisenhower had promised 
the King 35 years ago that the 
U.S. would stand behind Jor- 
dan. 


who attended the parliament 
address, for sending “a signal 
to the entire Arab work! that 
peace is unstoppable... and 
meeting the challenge of his- 
tory and advancing the cause 
of peace throughout die Arab 
World” 

Addressing the people of 
Jordan, Mr. Ginton, who 
flew to Aqaba from Cairo 
early Wednesday to attend 
the signing ceremony, said: 
“The U.S. admires and sup- 
ports the choice you have 
made and we will stand with 
you in the months and years 
ahead.” 

The president, who was 
spending the night in Amman 
before flying onto Damascus 


remarkable generosity of 
Spirit, you have opened your 
door to millions of your Arab 
brethren and they have come 
here year after year seeking 
refuge in your nation and 
they have found a true 
home." 


Queen Noor, many members 
of the Royal family and U.S 
first Lady Hillary Ginton, 
President Ginton noted that 
peace could not stand long 
without “tangible improve- 
ment of die quality of ordin- 
ary citizens’ lives." 

“If poverty persists then 
die purveyors of fear will find 
fertile ground.” he said. 

“The U.S. understands the 
need to produce real benefits 
and we are taking steps to 
meet that goal,” he said. 


was writing off all of Jordan’s 
government debts to the U.S. 
and had encouraged the 
Kingdom’s other creditors to 
do the same. 

In the same context, the 
president noted that the 
Jordanian- A merican-Israeli 
committee was working on 
investments to develop ener- 
gy, water and tourism pro- 
jects in the Jordan Valley. 

The U.S. will also consider 


for talks with Syrian Presi- other measures, including a 
dent Hafez AJ Assad in a bid bilateral investment treaty 
to break the logjam in the with Jordan, he said. 
Syrian-Israeli track of nego- Turning to extremism in 
nations, also paid tribute to the region often painted in 
the democratisation of Jor- the West as part of [slam the 
president said the United 
. —Hi the midst of hard States respects Islam “as one 

times and conflict, you are of the great religions m this 
bmldiDg a society devoted to cradle of civilisations ” 
the growth of pluralism and “There are those who insist 
rcfer ‘ betwee n America and 

t o the Kingdom s hosting 

( Gmftm cd on use 7) 


of refugees. 
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Beginnings 

of 

peace 

Clockwise, His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
presents Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin with a 
gift following the signing of the peace treaty between 
their countries. 

Jordan’s Riba Smadi, whose grandfather was killed 
in the 1967 war presents U.S. President Bill Clinton 
with a bonqet of flowers, while Israel’s Lea Lotan, 
whose grandfather also was killed in the 1967 war, 
presents His Majesty King Hussein with a bouqet of 
flowers at Wednesday’s signing of the peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel. 

Flags of the countries attending the sign- 
ing of the peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel on Wednesday- 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, the wife of U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, Mrs. Hillar y Rodham Clinton (left), the 
wife of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, Mrs. 
Leah Rabin (second right), and the wife of Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman Wednesday move to take 
their seats at the signing ceremony of the peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel. 




VHAT’S GOING ON 


' Gwcert by “Manfred String Quartet” at the Royal 
Cukaral Centre on Thursday at 8:06 p.tn. 

FILM 

entitled “Dawn of the Dead” at the American 
Centre on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. (126 minutes) (No one 
Aider seventeen will be admitted). 

PLAY 

“ for children (in Arabic) entitled Hakaya Abu AJ 
(Strange stories) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
-s * p ' m ‘ 

SEMINAR 

^*ninar in Arabic entitled “The Effect of Diabetes on 
j™ 1 ” by Dr. Yousef A1 Damen at the Jordan Society lor 
“** Prevention of Diabetes on Thursday at 4:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

- — of “musical’ 

5 Royal Cultural Centre, 
i&hibitioii of textiles artisty and patchwork by Tuuliklri 
at tbe Gallery located at the Jordan Inter.Con- 

““"alHoteL 

exhibitions: Paintings by Italian painter Armando 
tJWR and a special exhibitioo of “PoBnted City — the 
’ at the Royal Cultural Centre. 


*™***«n of art by Sanaa' Hindi entitled “Leaves” at 
Art Gallery. 

tifction entitled '‘Spanish Modern Engraving and 
^pfitd Sculpture” at the Jordan National Gallery, 
Luweibdeh (Tel. 630128). 

? First Computer Art Exhibition in the Arab World at 

1 Art Gallery. 


NMC to present piano, \ 
string quartet concerts 


By J&n-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The National 
Music Conservatory 
(NMC) — Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation was able 
to rescheduled two attrac- 
tive music programmes 
during one of the country's 
most eventful weeks. 

Tonight (Thursday), 
NMC. in cooperation with 
the French Cultural Centre 
in Amman, will feature the 
celebrated Manfred String 
Quartet. 

In addition to works by 
French composers like 
Ravel and Debussy, the en- 
semble will perform Schu- 
mann’s quartet in A major. 

The “Manfred” is Marie 
Bereau, violin, Luigi Vec- 
chioni, violin, Alain Pelis- 
. alto and Christian 
Wolff, cello. 

The quartet has pro- 

rfuced remarkable record- 

ings of contemporary 
pieces by Schoenberg. Pro- 
kofiev and Janacek. 

This event will also take 

dace at the Royal Cultural 



Antonio Sard! de 

letto at the keyboard 

On Saturday, and in 
cooperation with the Ita- 
lian Embassy in Jordan, 
pianist Antonio Sardi de 
Letto will give a recital of 
music by Rossini, Busoni. 
Verdi and Liszt at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 
Mr. de Letto’s talent has 

already taken him to per- 
form in 22 countries, and 
his name has been associ- 
ated with stars like Per- 
lemuter, Ciccolini and Phi- 
lippe Entremont. 


Senior American cleric 


attends peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Rev.. 
Dr. Joan Brown Campbell, 
general secretary of the 
National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the 
USA (NCC). was among a 
group of American religious 
leaders who attended 
Wednesday's signing of the 
historic peace agreement be- 
tween Jordan and Israel, 
according to a NCC state- 
ment. 

“I am glad to be a part of 
this delegation,” she said, 
“because the agreement is a 
sign that peace has a 
chance." 


According to the NCC, Dr. 
Campbell's presence con- 
tinues the U.S. administra- 
tion’s acknowledgement of 
the positive role that the 
churches have played in ful- 
filling peace in the Middle 
East. 

Dr. Campbell, who was 
personally invited to attend 
this week's ceremony by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, said 
her participation is a witness 
to the churches' strong belief 
in continued movement to- 
ward peace and to the “legi- 
timacy of the claims of all of 
the region's religious com- 



thar on the occasion of the 
signing of the Jordanian- 
Israeti peace treaty the 
MECC once again “affirms 
the centrality of Jerusalem 
for all people and for the 
monotheistic religious com- 
munities involved." 

in this regard, he said, the 
MECC call's upon all con- 
cerned “to help overcome 
Israeli exdusivist control 
over the city for the sake of 
genuine partnership between 
Arabs and Israelis as well as 
between Jews. Christians and 
Muslims in determining their 
unity in the city of peace.” 


munities” at a time when no 
one is under the illusion that 
either peace or justice pre- 
sently prevail. 

It said Dr. Campbell 
emphasises that Christians in 
the region and the NCC re- 
main deeply concerned about 
the rights of all people in 
Jerusalem, including the 
Christian community, “rights 
that go well beyond access to 
holy places." 

Meanwhile. General 
Secretary of the Middle East 
Council of Churches 
(MECC) Gabriel Habib said 
in a statement Wednesday 


Associations plan protests to peace treaty 


AMMAN (Combined Agen- 
cies) — Jordanian profession- 
al associations gathered here 
Wednesday to organise a 
series of demonstrations and 
other measures to protest 

against the signing of the 

peace treaty between Jordan 
and .Israel. 

Their meeting came as 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
arrived at Aqaba to take part 
in the signing ceremony of 
the histone treaty which ends 
46 years of hostilities be- 


tween Israel and Jordan. 

“We are planning a march 
after noon prayers on Friday 
in Zarka, and' another one 
Sunday from the AI-Hussein 
Mosque to Al-Hasbimieh 
Royal Palace," said trade un- 
ion member Abdallah Ham- 
mo ud. 

Mr. Hammoud made the 
remarks to reporters as he 
went into a meeting of the 
professional associations 
which group around 70,000 
members. 


It was not immediately 
clear if the 12 professional 
associations were to join the 
protest. 

Kama! Nasser, head of the 
Jordan Bar Association 
(JBA), said association mem- 
bers were also examining 
plans to hold political rallies 
in Amman and Irbid. 

The head of the Jordanian 
Medical Association (JMA) 
Ishaq Maraqa dismissed the 
treaty with Israel and Jordan 
signed at the Wadi Araba 


border post as •-superficial.” 
But he stressed that oppo- 
nents of the treaty would use 
■'democratic means not vio- 
lence" to fight back. 

Dr. Maraqa charged that 

the treaty has failed to coniri- 

peace settlement in the Mid- 
dle East because “they (the 
Israelis) are not intending to 
give their rights to the 
Palestinians who are at the 
core of the problem." 
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Britain signals change in 
European defence debate 


LONDON (R) — Britain, 
long opposed to the idea of 
developing independent 
European defence structures 
outside NATO, has signalled 
a major change in attitude 
that could open the door to a 
transformation in Western 
military cooperation. 

The United States, Britain 
and the Netherlands had 
been wary that setting up new 
defence arrangements could 
undermine the position of 
U.S.-led NATO. France, 
Belgium and others have long 
favoured a bigger role for 
Europe in defence issues. 

Recent months have seen a 
change of heart in Washing- 
ton and the Hague. Now 
even Britain, in many ways 
the most hardline defender of 
trans-Atlantic ties, is opening 
the door to a possible military 
role for the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Union (EU). 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd, in a speech in London 
Monday, said' Britain and 
France had to cooperate 
more on defence, as the two 
major military powers in- 
Europe with seats on the 
U.N. Security Council and 
nuclear weapons. 

“An effective European 
defence and effective insti- 


tutions to underpin it require 
both our countries... to build 
on the substantial coopera- 
tion we already have," Mr. 
Hurd said. 

France and Britain, tradi- 
tional opponents in the de- 
bate on European defences, 
hold a summit meeting next 
month and are expected to 
announce plans for a joint air 
command to protect and 
transport troops in 
peacekeeping and humanita- 
rian missions. 

British government offi- 
cials said that while London 
still believed that European 
defence should be linked 
firmly to the NATO alliance, 
there was now room to give a 
greater role to institutions 
like the Western European 
Union defence group. 

“There’s more to come," 
said one senior official, who 
asked not to be identified. 
“The game is changing very 
fast and we would be foolish 
to camp on an old position. 
We should be open to a new 
debate." 

The European Union is 
building a common foreign 
and security policy nnder the 
terms of the Maastricht Trea- 
ty. But the treaty is vague 
about the prospect of com- 


mon defences, although it 
earmarks the nine-nation 
WEU as Europe’s future de- 
fence arm. 

The defence issue will be 
up for debate when EU mem- 
ber states start a major re- 
view of Maastricht in 1996. 

France and Germany, who 
have set up a European 
Array Corps since joined by 
Spain, Belgium and Luxem- 
bourg, are expected to make 
fresh proposals on defence 
before 1996. 

WEU foreign and defence 
ministers also meet next 
month in the Netherlands to 
consider the question. 

Diplomats say several fac- 
tors have combined to give 
fresh impetus to the debate. 

Firstly, U.S. President Bill 
Clinton has endorsed the idea 
of a greater European role, 
reversing the suspicions of 
previous U.S. administra- 
tions, because he wants the 
allies to shoulder more of the 
burden in an age of shrinking 
defence budgets. 

NATO is now working on 
a plan that would allow it to 
lend key military assets to 
organisations like the West- 
ern European Union (WEU) 
in crises where the United 
States was not involved. 


This new flexibility — and 
the involvement of NATO in 
crises beyond its borders such 
as Bosnia — has also reduced 
traditional French mistrust of 
the 16-nation alliance. 

France withdrew from 
NATO’s military structure in 
1966, complaining about 
U.S. domination of Euro- 
pean security affairs. It re- 
mained a political member. 

However, Paris signalled a 
new approach last month 
when Defence Minister Fran- 
cois Leotard attended a 
meeting of his NATO coun- 
terparts in Spain. It was the 
first time France had taken 
part in such a meeting since 
1966. 

Dutch Defence Minister 
Hans Van Mierloo said ear- 
lier this week that the West- 
ern European Union should 
be integrated within the EU 
as its defence arm “to build a 
European defence pillar, 
next to a U.S. defence pil- 
lar." 

During a visit to Paris, he 
said: "I see some leeway in 
the formerly unmovable 
French position, and the Brit- 
ish position is changing too, 
that should make it possi- 
ble." 


Cambodian troops mop up in Kamjpot; 
still no sign of Western hostages 


PHUM PONG TEK, Cam- 
bodia (AFP) — Cambodian 
government troops combed 
the jungle around the fallen 
Khmer Rouge stronghold at 
Phnom Vour Wednesday, 
but there was no sign of the 
three Western hostages who 
had been held there. 

General Seng Sareuo, 
commanding operations on 
the western side of Vine 
Mountain, said he did r.ot 
know the whereabouts o: the 
three tourists seized on July- 
26 when their train was 
ambushed in southern Kam- 
pot province. 

“News about the foreign 
hostages depends on (Khmer 
Rouge commander) Pact. If 
Paet defects, he will be able 
to tell all about them,” Seng 
Sareuo said. 

The genera] said all Khmer 
Rouge camps had fallen by 
Tuesday. Commander Paet, 
who had' managed to escape 
with some bodyguards, his 


wife and children, was now 
surrounded in a narrow strip 
of hillside jungle, he added. 

Commander Paet’s wife 
and bodyguards had a meet- 
ing before noon Wednesday 
with government officers in 
the jungle to discuss Com- 
mander Paet’s possible sur- 
render. the general said. 
There was no immediate 
word on the outcome of the 
talks. 

By Wednesday morning, 
254 'Khmer Rouge — 59 men. 
70 women and SS children — 
had surrendered with their 
weapons, and more were 
turning themselves in as the 
day continued. General Prum 
Saveoum said. 

“Phnom Vour is complete- 
ly under our control," he 
said. “I think it’s the end of 
the Khmer Rouge in Phnom 
Vour.” He commanded op- 
erations on the east and south 
of the mountain. 

Two Khmer Rouge guerril- 


las who said they defected 
Tuesday indicated they had 
not seen the Western hos- 
tages for more than a month. 

“The foreigners were not 
with Paet when the govern- 
ment overran his camp, and ! 
don’t know where they are. I 
have not seen them for more 
than a month, since the gov- 
ernment forces began their 
assault,” Lin Sen, 59, said. 

There has been no reliable 
report on the fate of Austra- 
lian David Wilson. 29. Briton 
Mark Slater. 28, and French- 
man Jean-Michel Braquet, 
27, since a defector said last 
week they had been seen, 
alive but thin, a month ear- 
lier. 

The train ambush came 
only three months after the 
Khmer Rouge captured — 
and later killed — two young, 
British travellers and an Au- 
stralian. also in southern 
Cambodia. 



U.S. Admiral Richard C. Macke (centre), 
commander of U.S. forces in Asia- Pacific, 
looks at what a joint U.S .-Vietnamese team 
recovered at an MIA search site be visited in 


the northern province of Qoang Ninh. A U.S. 
Navy F4 crashed at the site in 1972 (AFP 
photo) 


U.S. Pacific commander military 
sees cooperation with Vietnam 


HANOI (AFP) — The Un- 
ited States Armed Forces 
could cooperate with their 
former enemies in Vietnam 
once political and economic 
links between the two coun- 
tries advance, the U.S. Paci- 
fic commander said Wednes- 
day. 

Security cooperation could 
be a possibility in the future. 
Admiral Richard Macke said 
after talks with Vietnamese 
leaders including Prime 
Minister Vo Van Kiet that 
touched on issues such as 
disputed territory in the 
South China Sea. 

Asked at a news confer- 
ence if he could forsee a 
return to Vietnam by U.S. 
forces, the commander-in- 
chief of the U.S. Pacific 
Command said be would not 
rule it out, as U.S. forces 
cooperated widely with other 
countries in the region. 

“I think once the rest of 
the political and economic 
cooperation is advanced, 
then military-to-military 
cooperation could advance," 
he said. 

Adm. Macke said he had 
not discussed the issue of 
Cam Ranh Bay, a massive 
former U.S. naval base later 
used by the Soviet Union, but 
added: “I'm a naval officer 
and naval cancers are always 
looking for a good port." 

“I firmly believe that the 
economic growth of this re- 
gion is based on a foundation 


of stability and orach of that 
stability has been brought ab- 
out by bilateral relationships 
that the United States has 
made with South East Asian 
nations," Adm. Macke said. 

The admiral refused to 
speculate on whether the 
U..S would speed up the 
glacial pace of its rapproche- 
ment with its once bitter ene- 
mies in Hanoi, despite char- 
acterising Vietnamese coop- 
eration in the hunt for mis- 
sing U.S. servicemen as 
“tremendous.” 

Continued unilateral 
moves by the Vietnamese on 
MLAs “were critical for furth- 
er action on cooperation at a 
political and economic 
level,” he said. 

“Vietnamese and Amer- 


toward full diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

Adm. Macke toured two 
warplane crash sites Wednes- 
day, praising local villagers 
and U.S. servicemen carrying 
out an excavation on a hill- 
side in Quang Ninh province, 
near the port of Haiphong 
that was one of the most 
heavily bombed targets in 
northern Vietnam. 

Around 140 Vietnamese 
passed buckets of earth along 
human chains down a steep 
limestone ridge where a U.S. 
Navy F-4 jet with two crew 
on board crashed in 1972, 
scattering debris over a wide 
area. 

He later flew to an area 
where aB-52 bomber crashed 
after being shot down during 


icans are working shoulder to a raid on Hanoi during the 
shoulder to resolve this,” Christmas bombings of 1972. 
Adm. Macke said of the issue One of the crew of six was 


of servicemen still considered 
missing in action, nearly 20 
years after the end of the 
Vietnam War. 

Efforts to account for the 
2,238 MIAs have dominated 
relations between Hanoi and 
Washington, which eased in 
February when President Bill 
Clinton lifted a trade embar- 
go. 

But Congress and veterans 
groups have kept MIAs at the 
top of agenda in the develop- 
ment of relations. The two 
countries are due to exchange 
liaison offices before the end 
of the year in the first step 


listed as missing, three others 
were held prisoner, while the 
remains of two others were 
returned in 1988. 

Adm. Macke, a former 
U.S. Navy pilot who flew 
more than ISO missions over 
Indochina, said be was “ex- 
tremely impressed" by the 
painstaking work carried out 
to find bone and teeth frag- 
ments that ran be used to 
identify MIAs. 

Adm. Macke left Vietnam 
later Wednesday for Laos 
and Cambodia to visit U.S. 
forces searching for MIAs in 
those countries. 


Big U.S. 
states 
fall to 
Republicans! 

CLEVELAND (AFP) — - 
All the attention in the up- 
coming vote has been on who 
will win control of Congress, 
but Republicans are gaining 
in the governors races ir. key 
states which could spell trou- 
ble for the White House. 

Voters in 36 states will 
choose a chief executive on 
Nov. 8. and Republicans are 
running tight races against 
Democratic incumbents in 
several of them, including 
California, Florida, New 
York, and Texas. 

President Bill Clinton 
knows he needs allies in those 
big states come the 1996 pres- 
idential elections, and he 
campaigned over the 
weekend in California for 
Kathleen Brown, who is trail- 
ing Republican Governor 
Pete Wilson. 

Mr. Clinton also went to 
the mat earlier this month for 
New York Governor Mario 
Cuomo, who is fending off a 
strong challenge from Re- 
publican state senator 
George Pataki. 

“1 was asked to come in 
there because it was a diffi- 
cult case and because I think 
he’s an important leader for 
our countiy." Mr. Qimcm said in 
a radio interview. Monday in 
Cleveland, Ohio at the end of 
a three-day campaign tour. 

But the president's backing 
may be a liability in the anti- 
Washington climate which 
has put the Democrats in the 
hot seat. 

Indeed, the only sitting Re- 
publican governor facing a 
serious challenge is Arizona's 
Fife Symington who is having 
legal troubles over his role in 
a failed savings and loan. 

Republican gains in the 
state elections could turn the 
traditional pre-vote anti- 
incumbency sentiments 
against the party in the 1996 
presidential race, but states 
are key fundraising machines. 


3 held after Taiwan fire kills 13 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Police 
arrested Wednesday the own- 
er and two employees of an 
illegal karaoke dub in Taipei 
after a fire swept through the 
building killing 13 people and 
injuring one seriously. 

The club manager and his 
deputy director were released 
on 200,000 Taiwan dollars 
($7,692) bail each, but police 
detained the owner for 
alleged manslaughter and en- 
dangering public safety. 

“We have sent the clnb 
owner Chueh Tzu-Chiang to 
the Taipei Prosecutor's 
Office, pending formal 
charges,” a police officer 
said. 

The fire broke out at 9:10 
p.m. (1300 GMT) Tuesday 
on the second floor or the 
four-storey Superstar Di- 
amond Karaoke Club in 
Taipei, and lasted two hours, 
he said. 

The 37-year-old owner was 
not at the club during the 
blaze, police said, but added 
that Mr. Chueh was running 
the club without a licence and 
had made illegal alterations 
that had blocked the fire 

escape. 

They said that when the 
fire started, the manager 
Chung Chia-Ming and deputy 
Shih Chia-Shun did not call 
the police or help evacuate 
customers from the dub, 
thereby contributing to the 
deaths of 13 people. 

By the time the fire was 
eventually extinguished, the 
entire structure had been 
burned to the ground, police 
said. 

More than 80 people, in- 
cluding about 50 customers, 
were inside the club when the 
inferno took hold, police 
said, adding all the dead were 
found on the third floor. 

The sole survivor from the 
third floor, 19-year-old 
Huang Yu-Fu, jumped from 
the building and was taken to 
hospital emergency with se- 
rious burns and fractured 
bones. 

Preliminary investigation 
showed that the fire was 
caused by overheated wiring 
in the dub's electric sign- 
board installed on the second 



Pfafodothed police investigate the gutted four-story Superstar 
Diamond karaoke bar as they try to determine the cause of the 
Maze which kffled 13 people and seriously injuried one (AFP 
photo) 


floor of the building, police 
said. 

But police said they could 
not role out arson. 

Firemen said they only re- 
ceived the call for help after 
the fire had been burning for 
at least 10 minutes. “It was 
already too late since the fire 
had spread everywhere," 
Chen Fa-Sheng, chief of the 
Taipei Fire Police Depart- 
ment, said. 

The dub was adorned with 
easily inflammable decora- 
tions made of plastic and 
wooden plants. Chief Chen 
noted. 

The karaoke and res- 
taurant dub was actually reg- 
istered as a food company in 
1992, said Hsieh Mu-Cbou, 
director of the Construction 
Administration Department 
of the Taipei City Govern- 


ment, adding that the owner 
had been fined man y times 
for illegal use of the building. 

Taipei Mayor Huang Ta- 
Chou, who is standing for 
reelection at the end of the 
year, promised speedy action 
to protect the lives and prop- 
erty of the public and crack- 
downs on illegal businesses 
such as karaoke parlours, 
sauna houses and piano bars, 
where fires have frequently 
been reported. 

Taiwan now has 294 legal 
karaoke dubs, but the num- 
ber of illegal establishment is 
estimated at between 600 and 
1 , 000 . 

A total of 235 people have 
been killed in major fires at 
karaoke bars, restaurant and 
illegal massage parlours in 
Taiwan over the past four 
years. 


U.S. missile security lax — report 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
band-held missiles like the 
Stinger are vulnerable to 
theft because of lax security 
and poor record-keeping by 
the military, a congressional 
report said Tuesday. 

The report by the General 
Accounting Office (GAO), 
the Congressional Investigat- 
ing Agency, said its review of 
Stinger, Redeye and Dragon 
Category I missile inventories 
differed from military records 
by thousands of weapons. 

The Stinger and Redeye 
missiles can shoot down air- 
craft and the Dragon can 
pierce armour. 

The report took on added 
significance as President Bill 
Clinton began a three-day 
trip to the Middle East. 
There has long been concern 


that some U.S. missiles giv 
to anti-Communist Afghan 
rebels- may have found their 
way to groups in the Middle 
East that are enemies of 
Israel and the United States.. 

“The poor oversight and 
record-keeping of Category I 
missiles lead us to conclude 
that these missies have been 
and remain vulnerable to 
theft or other undetected los- 
ses,” the GAO said in its 
report. 

The Defence Department 
agreed there were problems 
with its records but added: 
“There have been no con- 
firmed thefts or unexplained 
losses of Category I mis- 
siles." 

That did not satisfy Sena- 
tor John Glenn who said in a 


statement, “it would be dis- 
astrous if a crate, or truck- 
load, of these deadly missiles, 
were to fall into the hands of' 
a terrorist organisation. Yet, 
because of Defence Departs, 
ment has not kept good track 
of these missiles, that is a 
very realistic scenario.” 

The GAO said many of the 
inventory problems came af- 
ter the 1991 Gulf War when 
thousands of missiles that 
were shipped to the Gulf 
region were returned to U.S. 
bases. 

The army reported that all 
6373 Stinger missiles it sent 
to he Guff were returned. 
But the GAO said a compari- 
son of missile serial numbers 
found 40 of the missiles could 
not be accounted for. 


Thailand reshuffles cabinet 


BANGKOK (R) — Business 
tycoon Thaksin Shmawatra 
became Thai Foreign Minis- 
ter and a former bank presi- 
dent was given the transport 
portfolio Wednesday in a 
cabinet reshuffle sharply con- 
tested by some outgoing 
ministers. 

State-run Radio Thailand 
announced the 14 changes, 
most of them to minor deputy 
ministerial jobs, after King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej 
approved the list submitted 
by Prime Minister Chuan 
Leekpai Monday night. 


Apart from Thaksin, for- 
mer Bangkok Bank President 
Vi chit Suraphongchai joined 
file government as transport 
and c ommuni cations minis- 
ter, and Palang Dharma 
(Moral Force) Party leader 
Chamlong Siimuang became 
a deputy prime minister. 

Mr. Chuan has said the 
change in the government's 
line-up win not affect its poli- 
cies of promoting economic 
growth, social justice and 
greater regional cooperation. 

Under Mr. Oman's pre- 
sent coalition government. 


member parties are allocated 
a certain number of port- 
folios and party leaders can 
replace their representatives 
in the cabinet at win. 

Two of the five parties in 
the coalition recommended 
changes, with the three other 
parties making no changes. 

Mr. Chamlong’s selection 
of Mr. Thaksin and Mr. 
Vichit from outside parlia- 
ment has stirred strong critic- 
ism, not only from the minis- 
ters they were replacing, and 
threatened to deepen divi- 
sions within his party. 


U.N. blocked over Security Council reform 


LONDON <R) — Plans to 
reform the United Nations to 
reflect a changing world have 
run into trouble and could be 
blocked by disagreement 
over who joins -the Security 
Council, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali has 
wanted. 

The debate goes to the 
heart of who wields power in 
the United Nations, now in- 
volved in almost every world 
crisis and with much greater 
responsibility in areas like 
peacekeeping. 

During a visit to London 
Tuesday, Dr. Ghali said he 
had hoped the issue of adding 
new members to the core 
Council of the United Na- 
tions would be resolved in 
time for the world body’s 
50th anniversary next year. 

"Unfortunately, it seems 
the discussions will con- 
tinue," he told British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) 
Radio. 

“There is a consensus ab- 
out... adding new seats but 
there is no consensus about 
tvho has to parti rip? ?-• :r :b: 
Security Council as perma- 
nent members." 

Several countries are press- 
ing for seats at the U.N.’s top 
table, including Japan, Ger- 


many and India. 

The question is who should 
be taken on to reflect the new 
.realities of the post-cold war world, 
'particularly from Asia and 
Africa where many critics ac- 
cuse the United Nations of 
being little more than a club 
run by a few rich and power- 
ful states. 

The Security Council cur- 
rently has five permanent 
members, chosen in 1945 as 
the victorious allies in World 
War II, who hold a veto and 
exercise a decisive influence 
on any action. 

The permanent members 
are the United States, Rus- 
sia, China, Britain and 
France. All come from the 
northern hemisphere and all 
have insisted that any re- 
forms must not dilute their 
power of veto. 

Although there are 10 
other members of the Secur- 
ity Council, they have no 
veto. U.N. members take 
turns to occupy these seats in 
rotation, each serving two 
years. 

•Cfost of the world’s poor 
and developing regions are 
not represented among the 
core permanent membership, 
including Africa, Latin 
America and Asia, apart 


from China. Countries from 
these regions say their in- 
terests must be taken into 
account. 

But fierce regional rivalries 
and competition threaten to 
block any reforms, which 
have to be approved by two- 
thirds of the 184 member 
nations. 

“The problem is who 
among the Asian countries? 
India? Then you have the 
problem of Pakistan. Indone- 
sia? Africa is divided be- 
tween 50 member states,” 
Dr. Ghali said. 

“It may block the whole 
reform project.” 

Even if membership is ex- 
panded, adding too many 
new nations to the Security 
Council would make it un- 
wieldy. 

Dr. Ghali told reporters 
Monday that he did' not be- 
lieve the total Security Coun- 
cil membership including 
permanent and non- 
permanent members should 
be expanded beyond 17 or 18 
members from its current tot- 
al of 15. 

“These are hard choices no 
one is ready to make now or 
any time soon," said one 
European diplomat. 

“The existing permanent 



members won’t give up their 
power. But if you take in 
Japan and Gennany, which 
can obviously contribute 
financially, you then have too 
many Europeans and no 
chance of adding further 
Asian states." 

Hie result, diplomats say, 
is that the status quo will 
probably remain for several 
years in the absence of a deal. 
A U.N. committee working 
on the issue foiled to reach 
agreement last month, after 
more than 20 meetings. 

This would please medium- 
sized powers such as Britain 
and France who are currently 
able to “punch above their 
weight" by wielding major 
influence at the United Na- 
tions. 

For many others, it is a 

? uestion of balance since the 
f.N. — which had 51 mem- 
bers when it was fouaded and 
now has 184 — is supposed to 
represent the interests of all. 

Muslim countries, for ex- 
ample, have complained that 
while the Security Council 
wa* quick to respond to the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
1990 and protect oil interests, 
similar tough action to pro- 
tect Bosnia’s Muslims has not 
been forthcoming. 


Brazil hijackers 
steal $1 min ( 
amazon gold 

BRASILIA (R) — Brazilian 
hijackers seized an airliner on 
the Amazon frontier, forced 
it to land and left with $1.15 
million in gold, police said. 
Five men took over the Taba 
Transporte Aereo jet late 
Saturday 15 minutes after 
takeoff from Itaituba, a gold- 
mining town 1,000 miles 
(1,600 km) northwest of Bra- 
silia in Para state, Itaituba 
Police Chief Major Raimun- 
do Magno said. “They pulled 
out shotguns and revolvers 
and forced the pilot to turn 
around. They said no one 
should be scared because ft 
was a robbery and they didnT 
want to hurt anyone,” Maj. 
Magno said. The De Havil- 
land Dash 8 bound for the 
city of Belem with 33 passen- 
gers, landed at Itaituba with 
its lights off. The plane was 
carrying 213 pounds (97 kg) 
of gold bars bound for Sao 
Paolo and the men unloaded 
them from the plane, loaded 
them on waiting vehicles and 
fled. The airport had its tele- 
phone lines cut during the 
takeover and the 'pilot said 
the hijackers had a good 
technical knowledge of 
planes. No one was injured. 
Authorities have estimated 
the gold is worth the equiva- 
lent of $1.15 million. Maj. 
Magno said about 60 officers 
were working on the case bqf 
had no leads. 

Crossbow robber 
gets tripped up 

OSAKA, Japan (R) — A 
robber armed with a cross- 
bow, axe, stun gun, smoke 
grenade, can of mace and 
wearing a grey wig was in jail 
Tuesday after tripping over 
his own feet. Police said the 
thief was so laden down with 
equipment, plus a stolen met- 
al box foil of money, that he 
tripped during his getaway 
from the crime at Osaka’s 
main railway station. The 
thief had fired a rubber- 
tipped arrow from his cross- 
bow at three bank employees 
as they carried 120 million 
yen (SI .2 million) in three 
boxes from a travel agent's 
office to a bank branch at the 
station. Startled by the un- 
usual attack, one employee 
dropped his hox uf money, 
which the thief swopped p 
and made off with. But after 
running less than 100 metres, 
the thief tripped oyer his own 
feet and was seized by a 
passerby. “I just heard some- 
one shout ‘thief and I ran 
after him,” Etsuro Nakajima 
said. “Then he fell over so I 
jumped on top of him.” A 
bank employee struck in the 
chest by the arrow was slight- 
ly injured in the robbery. 

New book 
reveals indecisive 
Clinton 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
new book on President Bill 
Clinton's first 18' months in 
office chronicles several flip- 
flops on Bosnia and other 
foreign policy issues, the 
Washington Post said Sun- 
day. On The Edge: The Clin- 
ton Presidency, by veteran 
political writer Elizabeth 
Drew also reveals that aides 
convinced Mr. Clinton to 
stop discussing policy while 
dressed in jogging gear be- 
cause it looked nnpresiden- 
tial. Ms. Drew writes that for 
1993 Mr. Clinton was temp- 
ted to back away from his 
pash for an end to the aims 
embargo against Muslim Bos- 
nians, even as Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
travelled to Europe to lobby 
for the plan. Mr. Clinton 
convened a meeting of his top 
military strategists at the 
Oval Office to discuss a book 
he was reading on the long 
history of civil war in the 
Balkans which prompted him 
to reconsider whether Amer- 
ican efforts could succeed in 
such a troubled land. Ms. 
Drew quoted former Secret- 
ary of Defence Les Aspin as 
telling officials following the 
meeting with Mr. Clinton: 
“Guys, he’s going south on 
this policy. His heart isn’t in 
it." The book concludes that 
lack of planning during the 
transition was responsible for 
many of the messy public 
episodes that marred the first 
months of the presidency. 
Unlike Republican adminis- 
trations which walked into 
the White House with de- 
tailed plans, the Clinton team 
put only a two-week agenda 
down on paper and found 
themselves overwhelmed by 
the controversy over gays in 
the military and foul-ups in 
selecting an attorney generg 
The Post quoted administra- 
tion officials as saying Ms. 
Drew’s account was outdated 
and that Mr. Clinton has 
since gained confidence in 
conducting foreign policy, in 
particular since Leon Panetta 
was appointed chief of staff. 
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A Jordanian and an Israeli the peace signing ceremony was held Wednesday between 
soldie r from the two countries’ army orchestras share a joke Israel and Jordan (AFP photo) 

daring rehearsals at the Wadi Arabs border crossing where 



Jr~" 


THE COLOURS OF PEACE: Balloons sporting the 
colours of the Jordanian and Israeli flags are released into 
the skies over Wadi Araba in a final salute to the 


Cyanide capsule found near Sri Lanka blast scene 


COLOMBO (R)— Sri Lank- 
a's police chief said on 
Wednesday a cyanide capsule 
was found at the scene of the 
bombing which killed the 
opposition leader and 53 
others but refused to specu- 
late on who might have trig- 
gered the blast. 

“It is too early to say who 
is responsible. We are work- 
ing on all angles including the 
possibility that the Tamil re- 
bels were responsible," 
Inspector-General of Police 
Frank Silva, who announced 
the higher death toll, told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Silva said a small 
cyanide capsule was found far 
away from the stage, where 
opposition leader Gamini 
Dissanayake had just finished 
speaking when the bomb 
packed with ball bearings ex- 
ploded just after midnight 
Sunday. 

Tamil rebels carry cyanide 
capsules and swallow them in 
the event of capture or cer- 
tain death. 

Other senior police officers 
have said Tamil rebels are the 
, prime suspects for the suicide. - 
bombing at a campaign rally 
in a Colombo surbub. 

Hundreds of minority: 
Tamils were fleeing Colombo 
for the northern rebel stron- 
ghold of Jaffna for fear of a 
mass roundup of Tamils in 
the capital, according to resi- 
dents of the nonhem town of 
Vavuniya. 

Police have released a pic- 
ture of the crowd taken by a 
photographer later killed* in 
the blast, saying it may help 
identify a female suspected 
Tamil guerrilla whom many 
officers believe triggered the 
bomb. 

The state-run Daily News 
Wednesday carried another 
picture of the woman's head, 
which was found at the site. 

Mr. Dissanayake's widow 
Srima will contest the Nov. 9 



Srinut Dissanayake 
presidential election in his 
place, standing against a 
woman also widowed by poli- 
tical violence. 

After a stormy meeting 
Tuesday night the opposition 
United National Party (UNP> 
picked her to ran against 
Prime Minister Chandrika 
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga. 

Srima Dissanayake was 
selected over ex-premier 
Ranil Wickremasinghe in the 
hope of a sympathy vote, 
party sources said. “She is 
our only hope of winning,” a 
senior party official said. 

The Liberatio n Tig ers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have 
been fighting since 1983 for a 
Tamil homeland in the north 
and east. They deny responsi- 
bility for the blast. 

The government post- 
poned peace talks with the 
rebels due to have restarted 
last Monday and imposed a 
state of emergency. An inde- 


finite curfew has been re- 
duced to a nightly one. 

Deputy Defence Minister 
An u rad d ha Ratwatte said the 
curfew was imposed, follow- 
ing dashes between suppor- 
ters of rival parties outside 
Colombo soon after the 
bombing. 

“There were government 
and opposition supporters 
clashing and some scurrilous 
anti-government posters 
coming up. Trouble was 
brewing outside which could 
have led to communal 
dashes,” he told the news 
conference at which Mr. Silva 
spoke. 

The government is worried 
that public grief could turn 
into attacks by the majority 
Sinhalese against Tamils. 

Mr. Ratwatte turned down 
demands by Mr. Dis- 
sanayake’s family to lift the 
curfew to enable mourners to 
pay their respects. 


“If the government does 
not lift the curfew tonight 
we'll break it with masses of 
supporters,” said Wickrema 
Weerasooriya, a dose Dis- 
sanayake aide and his 
brother-in-law, earli 
Wednesday. “We’re ready to 
get remanded.” 

Another leading UNP 
member said the bombing 
was a conspiracy between the 
government and the Tamil 
rebels. 

“In my view it was a con- 
spiracy betwee n the govern- 
ment and the LTTE." former 
speaker M.H. Mohammad 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Mohammad said the 
rebels wanted the new Peo- 
ple’s Alliance government to 
win the presidential poll be- 
cause it had been taking a 
soft line on security in adv- 
ance of the peace talks. 

Mrs. Srima Dissanayake, a 
50-year-old lawyer with three 
children, is an elected mem- 
ber of the Central Provindal 
Coundl but has no national 
political experience. Both 
Mrs. Kumaratunga and her 
mother, former Prime Minis- 
ter .Sirima Bandaranaike, 
also lost their husbands to 


Bosnians capture key Serb positloi 


Mrs. Kumaratunga's politi- 
cian husband Vijaya was kil- 
led in 1938 by leftwing rebels. 
Mrs. Bandaranaike became 
prime minister after her hus- 
band and Kumaratunga's 
father, Prime Minister Solo- 
man Dias Bandaranaike, was 
shot dead by a Buddhist 
monk in 1959. 

In a compromise move the 
UNP appointed Mr. Wickre- 
masinghe as party leader af- 
ter the November poll. 

Dingiri Banda Wijetunga 
of the UNP is state president 
until the poll. But the UNP 
lost its parliamentary grip on 
power after 17 years in Au- 
gust’s general election. 


Builder of Seoul bridge wants to build one for free 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea’s Dong-Ah Construc- 
tion Co., which built the 
fridge that collapsed here 
last week and killed 32 com- 
muters in a disaster that 
shook the nation, said 
Wednesday it would erect a 
new bridge for free as a ges- 
mrc of atonement. 

Prosecution authorities, 
meanwhile, arrested two 
more officials, including a 
mrector of the Seoul city 
government, on charges of 
manslaughter and negli- 
gence, and alleged that the 
aspects had covered up the 
precarious state of the 

“We have decided to build 
ijnew, strong bridge and 
donate it to the country,” 
Choi Won-Suk, president of 
Dong-Ah, the country's 
largest construction firm, 
announced at a press confer- 


ence. 

Although no evidence has 
been presented to incrimin- 
ate the company in the col- 
lapse, Mr. Cboi said he was 
taking “moral responsibil- 
ity,” as the builder. 

The new bridge will cost 
Dong-Ah some 150 billiion 
won ($187.5 million), he said. 
In addition, the company will 
earmark another 10 billion 
won ($12.5 million) for 
maintenance of the structure. 

At least 32 people, nine of 
them girls on the way to 
school, were killed when a 
section of the 15-year-old. 
mile-long Sungsoo Bridge 
collapsed during the morning 
rush hour Friday. 

Cars and a bus careened 
off the bridge, which was 
used by tens of thousands of 
commuters daily, into the 
Han River, which bisects the 
capital. 


The collapse prompted an 
angry President Kim Young- 
Sam to fire the mayor of 
Seoul, apologise to the nation 
and order safety checks of 
bridges, tunnels and apart- 
ment blocks nationwide. 

Five city bridge mainte- 
nance officials were arrested 
soon after the collapse on 
charges of negligence, and six 
others are under investiga- 
tion. 

The press conference held 
by Mr. Choi came hours after 
the state-run Korea Broad- 
casting System (KBS) radio 
said the company might risk 
losing its licence if investiga- 
tors found the collapsed 
bridge was the result of sub- 
standard construction. 

Dong-Ah is currently in- 
volved in negotiations for 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars in overseas contracts. It 


• also secured one of the 
world’s largest contracts — 
Libya's $5.5-billion man- 
made River Project. 

In a related development, 
Seoul cancelled a planned in- 
ternational mayors’ confer- 
ence and a festival to mark 
the 600th anniversary of the 
capital because of the 
tragedy, a spokesman said. 

City Hall notified the 
mayors of 12 cities, including 
Moscow, Tokyo and Ankara, 
that it had called off the 
six-dav conference because 
officials were too busy coping 
with the aftermath of the 
bridge disaster. 

The vice-mayors of Paris 
and Beijing were to have 
r.ttended the conference, 
scheduled for Oct. 31 to coin- 
cride with the 600th 
anniversary of the South Ko- 
rean capital. 


British government battles to end sleaze row 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
knitter John Major’s gov- 
ernment. rocked by the sack- 
mg °f a minister after allega- 
to 005 of influence-peddling. 
*°nght Wednesday to put an 
ent j to a damaging row over 
political sleaze. 

But its chances of shelving 
tne row looked slim as press- 
ure mounted on major to 
r ®^ e al more details about the 

allegations which led to 

I®®* trade minister Neil 
™*“flton’s departure. 

Questions were also being 
about the role of 
AI Fayed, owner 
^London’s up-market Har- 
10(15 store, after Mr. Major 
revealed that prosecutors 
Were studying his account of 
® Hteetmg he had with Some- 
rs claiming to be an in- 
of Mr. Fayed. 
Frying to contain the 
^gations that have badly 


hurt a government already at 
record lows in opinion polls 
after an unbroken 15 years iq 
office, Mr. Major Tuesday 
announced a high-powered 
review of standards in public 
life. 

Opposition Labour leader 
Tony Blair, in a damaging 
criticism taken up by news- 
papers, accused Mr Major in 
parliament of making deci- 
sions on the run as he scram- 
bled to take control of events. 

But Cabinet Minister 
David Hum, a close Major 
ally, said Tuesday’s 
announcement of the review, 

to be headed by a high court 
judge, shewed the prime 
minister's long-standing com- 
mitment to high standards in 
public life. 

“He now wants to draw an 

end to the allegations, he has 
cleared the air, it is up to 
others to respond,” Mr. Hunt 


told BBC Radio. 

In dramatic scenes in par- 
liament Tuesday, Mr. Major 
said he had ordered an in- 
quiry a month ago into 
allegations from Mr. Fayed 
that lawmakers had been 
paid by a lobbyist to ask 
parliamentary questions on 
behalf of the Harrods chief 
and it had cleared Mr. Hamil- 
ton. 

But Mr. Major said new 
allegations were made after 
the probe was finished. In a 
letter to Mr. Hamilton, Mr. 
Major said the effect of the 
allegations, even though they 

were unsubstantiated, meant 
he could not continue as a 
minister. 

Mr. Hamilton himself went 
bitterly, blaming a “media 
witch-hunt” for his fate and 
defiantly promising to clear 
his name, raising the prospect 
of further damaging public 


revelations. 

Mr. Fayed also fought 
back, issuing a statement de- 
nying he had authorised an 
intermediary to meet Mr. 
Major and accusing the prime 
minister of trying to draw 
attention away from the 
sleaze allegations. 

The row broke into the 
open last week when a news- 
paper alleged Mr. Hamilton 
and Junior Northern Ireland 
Minister Tim Smith were 
paid in the 1980’s to ask 
questions in parliament on 

Mr. Fayed’s behalf over his 
battle for control of Harrods. 

Mr. Smith promptly res- 
igned but Mr. Hmilton tried 
to battle on. 

Aides to Mr. Major were 
tight-lipped Wednesday ab- 
out key questions still left 
open, such as what were the 

new allegations against Mr. 
Hamilton . 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
government forces have cap- 
tured a Serb barracks be- 
lieved to have been used as a 
firing position by gunners 
shelling the northwestern 
town of Bihac. United Na- 
tions officials said Wednes- 
day. 

The United Nations also 
accused the Bosnian Serbs of 
“maliciously interfering” in 
U.N. operations by denying 
requests to allow fuel con- 
voys to pass through Serb- 
held territory. 

In Belgrade, international 
mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Sroltenberg met 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic in an attempt to 
boost the flagging peace pro- 
cess. 

Government controlled 
Sarajevo Radio said the Bos- 
nian army had “liberated" 
150 square kilometres near 
Bihac over the past two days, 
a claim not confirmed by the 
U.N. and which, if true, 
would represent a severe set- 
back for the Serbs. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Colonel Tim Spicer con- 
firmed that the Muslim-led 
Bosnian army had captured a 
barracks on the Grabez 
Plateau east of Bihac city and 
said he expected the Bosnian 
Serb Army to fry and take it 
back. 

“I’m quite clear they’ve 
taken the barracks. One 
would expect a BSA (Bos- 
nian Serb Army) counterat- 
tack,” said Col. Spicer. 

The barracks overlooks 
Bihac, which has been shel- 
led on almost a daily basis for 
most of the last 30 months of 

The United Nations be- 
lieved the Bosnians were 
trying to take more high 
ground in the Grabez area, 
but there was no guarantee 
that they would even hold 
what they had taken so far. 

Bihac town and its sur- 
rounding enclave in north- 
western Bosnia have been 
surrounded by Serbs since 
the early days of the war. The 
Muslim Fifth Corps recently 
succeeded in suppressing a 
revolt by a breakaway Mus- 
lim faction in the enclave and 
has since turned its attention 
to the Serbs. 

Other Bosnian units were 
also reported moving up to- 
wards the town of Gradacac 

reinforce military activities 

northern Bosnia', the U.N. 
said. 

Diplomatic sources said 
Lord Owen and Mr. Stolten- 


berg would go on to Zagreb 
Thursday to meet Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
after their talks in Belgrade 
wirh Mr. Milosevic. 

The co-mediatois of the 
international conference on 
former Yugoslavia oversee a 
team of 130 observers check- 
ing that rump Yugoslavia has 
stopped military and non- 
humanitarian aid to Bosnain 
Serbs. 

Belgrade said in late Au- 
gust that it was severing all 
links with its former proteges 
after they rejected an inter- 
national peace plan to end 
the conflict in Bosnia. 

Mr. Milosevic wants the 
U.N. to lift economic sanc- 
tions against the rump state, 
comprising Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro. 

Mr. Tudjman said Monday 
that he was ready to meet 
Mr. Milosevic and Bosnian 
President Alija Izeibegovic 
to try to restore peace in 
former Yugoslavia. Mr. 
Tudjman was responding to a 
proposal by French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe a week 
ago that the leaders of the 
three republics hold a summit 
on Balkan peace efforts. 

The Bosnian Serbs have 
responded to the cut-off of 
supplies from Belgrade by 
blocking United Nations fuel 
convoys, bringing U.N. op- 
erations virtually to a halt in 
pans of eastern Bosnia. 

U.N. spokesman Thant 
Myint-U said only 53 tonnes 
of fuel were delivered to 
Sarajevo and Muslim en- 
claves in eastern Bosnia 
Tuesday, a fraction of the 
amount needed, and requests 


for more convoys to be 
allowed to pass had been 
submitted to Bosnian Serb 
authorities. 

“If the clearance requests 
for today are not approved 
we can only be certain that 
the Bosnian Serb authorities 
at the highest level are set on 
a policy of maliciously in- 
terfering with all aspects of 
our work in this country,” 
Mr. Tudjman said. 

The main U.N. relief agen- 
cy said it had managed to 
bring 40 truckloads of aid 
into Sarajevo Tuesday, in 
addition to the daily airlift, 
which brought food stocks up 
to one month's supply. 

But spokesman Peter Kes- 
sler accused the Serbs of 
hindering efforts to bring 
winter shelter and clothing 
supplies into the capital. 

Meanwhile the commander 
of U.N. forces in Bosnia. 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose, said Wednes- 
day he would not abandon his 
post in the war-tom country 
before his mandate is up in 
January, despite demands for 
his removal from Bosnian 
political parties. 

All eight political factions 
in the Bosnian parliament 
Tuesday said they wanted 
Gen. Rose removed as U.N. 
commander, charging him 
with bias after he ordered 
government troops out of a 
demilitarised zone overlook- 
ing Sarajevo. 

They said they wanted an 
"impartial” peacekeeping 
chief and “not a general who 
protects the interests of his 
government." 

The Bosnian ambassador 


to the United Nations, 
Muhammad Sarirbey, also 
criticised Gen. Rose in an 
interview with BBC Wednes- 
day, saying he used “in- 
timidation" methods towards 
the Bosnian government 
while “cajoling” the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

Mr. Sarirbey also charged 
that Gen. Rose demonstrated 
a “lack of sensitivity to the 
situation of the people of 
Sarajevo.” 

But in an interview with 
BBC Radio, the British 
general said: “I don’t believe 
that this son of rhetoric will 
affect me in one wav or 
another." 

“As long as I continue to 
apply the U.N. policy cor- 
rectly I will go on having the 
full support" of U.N. envoy 
for Bosnia Yasushi Akashi 
and U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali. 

Gen. Rose said there was 
still holdover from “the old 
Communist way of thinking 
among the political leaders 
on both sides” in Bosnia and 
“some of them believe that if 
you are not with them you 
are against them.” 

“My job as a peacekeeper 
is to remain impartial ar.d 
maintain a dialogue with both 
sides,” he said. 

Dr. Ghali said Tuesday he 
fully backed Gen. Rose de- 
spite calls for his dismissal. 

“I have full confidence in 
General (Sir Michael) Rose. 

I just want to express my 
gratitude to him. he has done 
wonderful work,” Dr. Ghali 
told the BBC in a radio inter- 
view. 
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French UNPROFOR soldiers keep under cov- 
er on the front tine on Mount Igman, facing 
Bosnian government troops who refuse to quit 


U.N.: All systems go for Mozambique election 


MAPUTO (R) — U.N. 
monitors Wednesday de- 
clared all systems go for 
Mozambique's first multi- 
party elections, despite 
allegations of irregularities 
and fears of violence. 

U.N. special envoy Aldo 
Ajello, who has been over- 
seeing peace accords which 
halted 16 years of war in the 
impoverished southern Afri- 
can country, said he expected 
voting to go ahead as planned 
on Thursday and Friday. 

“It seems the conditions 
e there for the elections to 
start tomorrow, “ he told a 
news conference. 

Finai results are expected 
by the middle of November 
in the election — effectively a 
contest between Frelimo. the 
former Marxist party in pow- 
er since independence from 
Portugal in 1975, and Re- 
namo, the rebel which trans- 
formed itself into a political 

party when fighting ended 
‘ /o years ago. 

Referring to Rename 
accusations of irregularities 
favouring Mr. Ajello said he 
wanted to see proof. 

“We have, as often hap- 
pens in an electoral process, 
some nervousness and some 


accusations of mistakes and 
fraud,” he said. 

Mr. Ajello said several 
arms had been discovered in 
the run-up to the elections. 

But he said U.N. 
peacekeepers had learned 
from mistakes in another for- 
mer Portuguese colony, Ango- 
la, which plunged into re- 
newed war two years ago 
when UNITA rebels rejected 
their electoral defeat. 

“We have taken our mea- 
sures,” he said, without ela- 
borating. 

About 2,400 international 
electoral observers and 7,000 
U.N. peacemakers were tak- 
ing up positions across the 
southern African country, in- 
cluding remote areas where 
infrastructure was devastated 
by the war which killed tens 
of thousands. 

The presidential and par- 
liamentary vote involves 12 
candidates and 14 parties or 

coalitions — but the election 
is expected to be a two-horse 
race between former foes. 

President Joaquim Chissa- 
no is tipped to win, with 
Frelimo likely to gain a large 
chunk of the 250-seat parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Chissano has denied 


allegations by Renamo and 
its leader Afonso DhJakama 
of attempted vote-rigging. 

Renamo said Tuesday irre- 
gularities included instruc- 
tions from Jose Muchine, 
director-general of the tech- 
nical secretariat for electoral 
administration, to polling sta- 
tions to accept voter registra- 
tion cards, even if they were 
not completely in order. 

Another complaint alleged 
an excessive number of voter 
registration cards had been 
printed, on the basis of an 
estimated 8.3 milli<--n voters. 
Only 6.4 million people 
actually registered to vote. 

But Dhlakama pledged 
Tuesday not to resume fight- 
ing if he loses the. elections. 

“We will use dialogue. No 
more war," Mr. Dhlakama 
said in the Zimbabwean 
capital Harare after more 
than two hours of talks with 
Zimbabwean President 

Robert Mugabe and Bots- 
wana’s leader Ketumile Ma- 

“We will insist to have 
other solutions. We will insist 
that the elections be held 
again," he said, when asked 
what Renamo would do if it 
considered the polls were not 


free and fair 

Eleven southern African 
leaders meeting in Zimbabwe 
Tuesday declared they were 
ready to take "appropriate 
and timely action," including 
possible military interven- 
tion, to keep peace in 
Mozambique during and af- 
ter the elections. 

The leaders, ending a one- 
day summit in Zimbabwe, 
said "fundamental condi- 
tions," for staging free and 
fair elections in Mozambique 
Thursday and Friday had 
been achieved and that they 
would support whichever 
party or candidates won the 
polls. 

"The summit resolved to 
continue to monitor the situa- 
tion in Mozambique and to 
be ready to take appropriate 
and timely action if rhe situa- 
tion so demands,” they said 
in a communique. 

The communique gave no 
decai'ls. Zimbabwe's Foreign 
Minister Nathan Sha- 
muyarira, who was also sum- 
mit spokesman, was asked by 
Reuters if this meant the 
group would consider in- 
tervening militarily. He re- 
plied: “Yes." 
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Historic day of peace 

YESTERDAY’S signing of the peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel marks the begin- 
ning of a new era of peace and hope and an 
end to decades of hostility and confrontation. 

Ever since the start of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. His Majesty the King and the people 
of Jordan have endorsed every Arab resolu- 
tion concerning it. We went as far as putting 
our own national interests on the line, not 
once but several times. Joining the war of 
1967 that cost us the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem was nothing bnt an expression of 
Arab solidarity with the Arab national deci- 
sion to wage defensive war against Israel 
even when the looming confrontation was 
obviously going to be disastrous. Toeing the 
Arab line continued to be the mainstay of 
Jordanian policy of the Palestinian question 
and the overall Arab-Israeli conflict. Whoa 
the Arab countries most concerned with the 
Middle East problem decided to join the 
peace process and participated in the Madrid 
peace conference three years ago, Jordan 
was also there ready to shoulder not only its 
own responsibilities but also those affecting 
our brothers in the West Bank and Gaza. 
When the peace process ended up divided 
into separate tracks, Jordan also went along 
with this approach even though the Jorda- 
nian bargaining stature was among the 
weakest at the beginning of the peace nego- 
tiations. 

The Jordanian record on suing for peace 
: in the area therefore speaks for itself. 

Still there are those among us and outside 
- of the country who oppose the treaty. There 
' are elements within not only parliament bnt 
: also within other sectors of society who will 
.be out of sync with the majority today. 

All outbursts against the peace treaty, 

; however, cannot mar the achievement made. 
Rather, expressions against the treaty will 
:only enrich our political process as they 
remain peaceful and orderly. We said it 
: before and we will say it again: All Jorda- 
nians have an inalienable right to express 
■ their views on a matter that wOl affect their 
.lives and future for generations to come. On 
' balance, though, the treaty is acceptable and 
appears to be equitable and fair. While the 
treaty bestows legitimacy on Israel, it also 
restores Jordanian territorial and water 
rights which had been denied us for so long. 
We might agree with those who say the text 
:of the treaty is not perfect and there are 
| issues that could have been settled different- 
ly. Still when taken altogether we find the 
: treaty balanced to a considerable extent. And 
'it is no small achievement to have President 
[Bill Clinton present to witness the signature 
and to put the weight of his country behind 
it. We welcome Mr. Clinton’s enforcement of 
everything that was done and we appreciate 
his supportive efforts to advance peace not 
only for Jordan but for all other parties 
concerned. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH THE signing of the peace treaty a new chapter in 
the history of Jordan is opened to usher in an era of peace 
and stability in the region, said A1 Dnstour daily Wednes- 
day. As King Hussein said in an address to the military, a 
new dawn is breaking in This region, marked with security 
and stability, noted the paper. The years of conflict and 
hostility, it said, have obstructed the peoples of the region’s 
efforts towards construction and towards achieving 
prosperity. After long and arduous negotiations, the 
■Jordanians have been able to regain their lost land and 
water and through patience and perseverance they have 
been able to fullftll their aspirations. said the paper. 

THE PRESENCE of U.S. President Bill Clinton in Jordan 
is a source of pride for the country and its people because 
the visit reflects Jordan's importance in the region, said 
Fahd Fa nek, a columnist in Al Ra’i daily. But, he said, Mr. 
Clinton does not enjoy the love of the people here largely 
due to the attitude of the U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher who has not achieved anything in his mission 
and who does not represent a fair and neutral mediator in 
the region. During his last trip to Amman, Mr. Christopher 
addressed a press conference inciting Arabs to tighten the 
noose around the Iraqi people and starve their children, 
recalled the writer. Furthermore, Mr. Christopher was a 
staunch supporter of the Israeli view that the abducted 
Israeli soldier was detained in Gaza — a claim that proved 
to be false — and so he won the haired of the Palestinian 
and the other Arabs, said to the writer. He said the 
Jordanians admire America’s cultural achievements and 
democratic life, but the Jordanians are continually shocked 
by Washington’s foreign policies. 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Mqjdoubeh 


Peace: A challenge, not a threat 


ONE RESERVATION or objection to the establishment 
of peace with Israel — which we have been hearing about 
virtually since the early days of the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
but especially since Madrid, Oslo and (most recently) Wadi 
Araba — is the concern over the nature of its anticipated 
impact on the Arabic/Islamic culture. 

Put simply, the claim here is that peace with Israel poses 
a serious threat. Normalisation of relations and open 
borders, we are told, will unavoidably result in negative 
consequences. The “moral character” of the “successive 
Arab generations,” and I am quoting verbatim here, and 
the very “entity” of the overall “Arab nation” will “suffer 
tremendously." Some go as far as to say that peace, which 
in their minds is pejoratively reduced to “normalisation" 
and “open borders," will bring about the “end" of the 
Arab World. The Arab individual as well as the culture to 
which he/she belongs will, as a result of unlimited exposure 
to Israel’s corrupting “moral” and “ideological" influence, 
be slowly but systematically "destroyed" and “wiped out.” 

Unfortunately, this gloomy vision of our future (which, 
in my opinion, is built on a grave misconception), though 
held by a small segment of the Arab populace (namely, 
political and interest groups of sorts), does at times affect 
the opinions of many people quite noticeably, especially in 
the absence of a lively dialogue about the subject and a 
vigorous exchange of opinions. Even though the Arab 
man/woman in the street is more intelligent and perceptive 
than many think, his/her perception can be blurred 
somewhat by the persistent force of rhetoric disguised in 
patriotic attire. Regrettably, there is a great deal of 
pernicious ambiguity, distortion, ignorance and pure non- 
sense about the issue at hand. 

On the one hand, of course, one ought not to trivialise 
the matteri Generally, many people in the Arab World, 
including those who are whole-heartedly for peace, have 
some anxiety and fear regarding the shape of things to 
come. For one thing, Israel and the Arab World have been 
at odds for the most part of the present century, and 
therefore we do not expect the air to be cleared overnight. 
For another, even though the Israeli government's attitude 
and approach have changed dramatically (in a positive 
way) since as recently as the days of Shamir, it still 
continues to be repressive, very cruel and unwise in 
handling unfortunate incidents: it detains and arrests young 
kids and tortures prisoners; it demolishes homes of 
individuals “suspected" of “terrorist acts,” inflicting suffer- 
ing on their innocent family members; and it bombs and 
kills civilians in southern Lebanon — all in flagrant 
violation of international law. The point here is bow can 
you reconcile, in the mind of many people on this side of 
the divide, the un beautiful image we have bad of Israel so 
far with the bright image to come? 

Moreover, I think we should also admit the fact that 
Israel is extremely different, socially and culturally, from 
us. Despite some parallels and crosspoints here and there, 
the moral values it cherishes and the ideological principles 
it promotes may not necessarily be what we wish to cherish 
and promote. In' fact, we can go as far as to say that the 
Israeli society is, in many crucial ways, diametrically 
opposed to ours.' For reasons which we may or may not 
understand, Israel has up till this point isolated itself from 
its neighbours and prided itself on being different and 
alien. 

Having said all of this, however, I wish to assert 
nonetheless that much of the ongoing, chilling Jeremaids 
and prophecies about the aftermath of the peace process is 
ultimately objectionable. ..There axe many grounds on 
which one can quarrel with it, but the following seem to me 
to be the most major. 

1. Most of what we hear is so general, impressionistic and 
hollow that it does not make much sense. I have been 


listening to this kind of rhetoric all my life and I have not 
been able to put my hand on anything substantial or 
tangible. In what precise way, we should like to ask here, 
are the "generations" going to be “corrupted?” Why and 
how is the Arab "identity" going to come to an end? It 
seems to me there is no argument here. Most of those who 
believe that Israel, following normalisation of relations, 
will “wipe us” out of existence give us the topic sentence 
but forget (conveniently enough) to develop it. What is the 
rationale? What are the facts? Where is the evidence? We 
want to know. In the absence of satisfactory answers to 
these questions and others, we have the right to reject al! 
these predictions and visions. Where are the studies of 
Israel's educational system, of Israeli society, of its culture, 
of its moral character and of its ideological tenets? The man 
in the street has not seen much in this respect. We want 
intelligent opinions, studies, critiques and explications, not 
old wives’ tales. 

If by “moral corruption” we mean bars, whorehouses, 
nude beaches and striptease and drug joints, well many 
neighbouring countries in the Middle East and nearby 
Europe have them. And we have relations with these 
countries and open borders. 

2. Why is our opinion of ourselves so low? Are we bugs, 
are we worms, are we insects? Are we really so delicate, so 
weak, so helpless that we will be morally and ideologically 
brainwashed and crushed? As far as I know, we do have a 
culture of our own, a character of our own, a history of our 
own, a religion of our own. Most of the Arabs I know who 
go to Western and Eastern countries (countries which have 
bars, nude beaches and striptease and- drug joints) come 
back very proud of their heritage, their culture, and their 
identity — despite whatever criticisms and disputes they 
may have of themselves and their society (criticisms and 
disputes which are, in my opinion, healthy). How is our 
exposure to the Israeli society and culture going to be any 
different from our exposure to the American, British, 
Romanian, and Japanese? 

But if we mean that our identity at present, our moral 
character, our personality as Arabs is not firm, and strong 
enough, this is an entirely different issue. I personally have 
been very critical of the Arab of today. I do not think he 
lives up to the expectations. But who is to blame? First and 
foremost, the Arab family, the Arab school, the Arab 
university, the Arab neighbourhood, the Arab society. 
Let's call a spade a spade. Let's not blame our faults and 
shortcomings on the aftermath of peace, which has not yet 
materialised. The best way to guard against any negative 
implications resulting from normalisation and open borders 
is, it seems to me, to do the job we are entrusted with right. 
Let’s pay ample attention to the bringing up of our 
children, to their education, to their moral uprightness and 
to their ideological strength. If there is a bar next door, it 
does not mean that I have to go into it and get drunk. 

3. The fact that the Israeli society is in many ways polar 

and diametrically opposed to ours is no reason why we 
should exaggerate our fear of it. In my opinion it is more 
positive to have a challenge than not to have one. Frankly 
speaking, we have been too complacent, too carefree, too 
self-satisfied, too secure to care. The presence of the Israeli . 
society next to us will perhaps cause us to be less 
complacent, less carefree, less lazy, less mediocre. Maybe 
in our attempt to protect ourselves against the negative 
influence of the Israeli society we will define ourselves, 
assert ourselves, and be rightly proud of our own selves a 
tittle more than- we have for sometime. Peace is nor 
necessarily a. threat;, rather, it is, -a. challenge.. 

Despite my own reservations jand criticisms of the man. in 
the street, I have a great deal of Jaith' in his ability and 
potential to compete and excel. But perhaps he needs to be 
challenged to realise and affirm himself. 



EU’s Mediterranean 
drive faces obstacles 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 

PARIS — Alarmed at hard- 
line Islamist violence 
sweeping North Africa, the 
European Union's southern 
members are demanding 
that the EU shift its focus 
from Eastern Europe and 
act to stabilise (he 
Mediterranean basin. 

France, Spain and Italy 
fear a flood of refugees, 
growing security threats 
and economic strains from 
instability racking Algeria 
and gnawing away at Egypt 
and other Arab states. 

They are also concerned 
that with Austria, Finland. 
Sweden and Norway due to 
join in January, and a 
German-led drive under 
way to bring former com- 
munist central European 
states into the EU by the 
year 2000. the union is in- 
creasingly looking north 
and east rather than south. 

The European Commis- 
sion took up the Mediterra- 
nean challenge on Oct. 19 
by proposing an economic 
and security pact with Mid- 
dle East and North African 
countries that would more 
than double aid to mod- 
ernise their economies in 
the next five years. 

“There is a major imbalance 
to the detriment of the 
south and in favour of the 
east. It’s time to reestablish 
balance," said EU De- 


velopment Commissioner 
Manuel Marin, a Spainard. 

His plan calls for spend- 
ing 5.5 billion European 
Currency Units (ECUs) ($7 
billion) in EU aid from 1995 
to 1999 and creating the 
world's largest free trade 
zone, linking up to 40 coun- 
tries and 800 million 
citizens, by 2010. 

Spain is to host a first 
ministerial conference of 
EU and Mediterranean 
states, plus Jordan, next 
year that it hopes will lay 
the foundations of a pact 
between Western Europe 
and its southern neigh- 
bours, most of which 
already . have cooperation 
agreements with Brussels. 

Diplomats and indepen- 
dent analysts say big obsta- 
cles lie in the way of the 
ambitious partnership prop- 
osed by Marin. 

First, the extra money 
could only be taken from 
existing programmes for 
Eastern Europe or busting 
the EU’s budget limits, 
both of which Germany and 
Britain would be certain to 
oppose. 

The union now gives 
twice as much aid to East- 
ern Europe as to the 
Mediterranean, even in- 
cluding funds earmarked to 
support Israeli-Palesrine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) peace in the self- 
governing Palestinian terri- 
tories. 


In the four years to 1994, 
the EU spent 1.626 billion 
ECUs (S2.07 billion) on the 
Mediterranean and 3.781 
billion ECUs ($4.82 billion) 
on Eastern Europe. 

Second, there is little 
consensus on how to help 
the Mediterranean coun- 
tries. Many economists be- 
lieve increasing aid to 
Algeria or Egypt risks en- 
riching a small class of pro- 
fiteers or pouring money 
into a bottomless pit. 

Free-marketeers say the 
answer is to open EU mar- 
kets to exports from eastern 
and south Mediterranean 
countries, but that would 
increase competition with 
Europe's own farm pro- 
duce, so Marin's plan in- 
cludes safeguards on 
Mediterranean agriculture. 

The NATO alliance and 
the Western European Un- 
ion, the EU's designated 
defence arm, have both dis- 
cussed what to do about 
security threats from the 
Maghreb (Morocco, Alger- 
ia and Tunisia) and 
Mashrek (Libya and Egypt) 
area this year. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said during a 
visit to Spain for a NATO 
meeting last month: “there 
is no doubt in my mind that 
NATO needs to be looking 
south and paying more 
attention to security prob- 
lems on its southern flank." 

He offered to share more 


U.S. intelligence on -North 
Africa with allies and said 
he expected NATO would 
in future shift the emphasis 
of peacekeeping and other 
joint military exercises from 
central to southern Europe. 

But European and 
NATO officials say there is 
wide recognition the solu- 
tions can only be economic 
and not military. 

Third, the Mediterranean 
countries have little in com- 
mon economically and 
some are not keen to be 
lumped together. 

The more advanced ones, 
such as Israel and Morocco, 
have relatively open market 
economies. But countries 
such as Syria and Algeria 
still have largely state- 
controlled economies built 
on Soviet lines, despite 
timid recent signs of re- 
form. 

Fourth, political differ- 
ences are also bound to 
arise. Most of the southern 
Mediterranean states are 
not full democracies and 
restrict human rights. 
Some, such as Morocco and 
Lebanon, are suspecred of 
permitting drug trafficking 
on a large scale. 

And then (here is Libya, 
in diplomatic quarantine 
because two EU member 
stales — Britain and France 
— want its nationals over 
the bombings of a. Pan Am 
jumbo jet over Lockerbie. 


Peres’ wish to raise 
Jordan’s GDP by 
10-fold is unrealistic 


By Dr. Fabed Fauek 

IN HIS recent book dealing 
with the impact of peace in 
the Middle East, Shimon 
Peres, the Israeli foreign 
minister, promised the’ 
Jordanians that their per 
capita income will rise 
sharply, to reach the level 
of the Israeli per capita 
income, as one of the peace 
dividends. He did not say 
whether this objective 
would be achieved at once 
or over ten or twenty years. 

Such an objective is 
neither realistic nor within 
reach. It is of course, 
acceptable and desirable to 
think positively, but I am 
afraid that Mr. Peres’ “big” 
idea is blown out of propor- 
tion. 

Even though the obvious 
goal of the book was to 
encourage the Jordanians 
to take the risk of peace, it 
is only wise to realise that 
peace could not be based 
on myths as this could have 
disappointment and frus- 
tration as the only results. 

Knowing that the per 
capita income in Jordan for 
1994 is $1,300 and that die 
average in Israel is $13,000. 
or ten times foe share of 
foe Jordanian individual, I 
wonder how peace can help 
Jordan increase its per 
capita income 10 fold at 
once. 

Patting more value 
added in foe Jordanian eco- 
nomy needs capital invest- 
ment seven times what it is 
now. Seven is foe typical 
incremental capital-output 


ratio (ICOR). Therefore to 
raise the gross domestic 
product (GDP) in Jordan 
from $5 billion to $50 bil- 
lion needs investments to 
the tune of $315 billion. 
Where can such huge in- 
vestments come from? 
Even if these kinds of funds 
were made available, the 
economy would still be un- 
able to absorb them, and its 
ICOR will deteriorate. 

If Mr. Peres’ objective is 
meant to be achieved over 
20 years, the capital needed 
to reach the targetted per 
capita income will double' 
to S730b because the 
population of Jordan dou- 
bles every 17 years. In this 
case we have to invest over 
$36 billion a year, or seven 
times our present GDP. 

If we consider inflation, 
as well, the investment will 
rise even more sharply. 

Mr. Peres' idea means 
that Jordan’s GDP "should 
grow by 1000% in one 
year, or 1400% in 10 years, 
or 2000% in 20 years. The 
annual growth rare should 
be 16% per annum for 20 
years, 30% for 10 years or 
1000% in one year; ah im- 
possible task, I think. 

One more point I would 
tike to mention is that only 
if we are able to grow at 
these rates for 20 years, will 
we catch up with the pre- 
sent level of Israeli per 
capita income. But the 
Israeli per capita level will 
be much higher at that 
time. 

Mr. Peres should recon- 
sider his forecast. 


Israel hopes 
treaty with Jordan 


will breach wall 


of Arab hostility 

- By Marius Schattnei near Teh Aviv: “ 


- Age nee France Presse 
•M. ''-t 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Israelis hope they will 
breach the wall of Arab hos- 
tility when they sign a peace 
treaty with Jordan on 
Wednesday without waiting 
for a similar accord with Syria 
and the Palestinians. 

Travel agencies in Israel 
are already besieged with re- 

S iests for information from 
ousands of Israelis who 
want to visit a neighbouring 
country that has been off 
limits for so long. 

And Israel’s national bus 
company has announced the 
imminent opening of a trans- 
portation link between occu- 
pied Jerusalem and Amman 
that will take one hour and a 
half. 

"The Israel in which I grew 
up was an island surrounded 
by Arabs who declared that 
we did not have the right to 
be there. This is no longer the 
case,” Israeli writer Amos Oz 
told AFP. 

“By signing a peace treaty, 
Jordan is recognising a legi- 
timacy it had denied Israel 
since 1948. Even if our coun- 
tries had peaceful ties for 
more than 20 years, they 
were not officially at peace 
and this difference is fun- 
damental," Mr. Oz said.’ 
Beyond symbols, the 
accord has major strategic 
and geo-political implica- 
tions. 

“Israel has largely man- 
aged to neutralise foe danger 
of an attack from the east, 
which is the most serious 
danger," according to Profes- 
sor Effaim Inbar, director of 
the Centre for Strategic Stu- . 
dies at' Bar-Ilan University 


. The risk^.ftre due to foe 
"ract that . Jordan has the 
longest border with Israeli 
that it is only 40 kilometres 
(24 miles) from occupied 
Jerusalem and beyond it are 
Iraq and Iran which are the 
“main strategic threat” to 
Israel, he said. 

The agreement forbids the 
entry, deployment and op- 
erations of military forces 
from a third country in Jor- 
dan and Israel with a thre- 
atening posture fo either 
side. 

"Thai’s a very important 
point for Israel which has 
always maintained that foe 
arrival of Iraqi troops in Jor- 
dan would be a cause for 
war," Mr. Inbar said. 

The accord will also lead to 
a softening in the position of 
Syria and foe Palestinians 
“who are afraid of being left 
behind" in the negotiations 
with Israel, he predicted. 

The peace treaty, initialled 
last Monday near Amman, is 
to be signed today at the 
border post north of the Red 
Sea by Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and his Jorda- 
nian counterpart Abdul 
Salam Majali. 

King Hussein and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton will be 
present. 

It will.be the second treaty 
that an Arab country . has 
signed with Israel, 15 years 
after the peace deal with" 
Egypt. 

Peace with Cairo has 
stayed "cold" in the absence 
of a solution to the Palesti- 
nian-Israeli conflict.. 
Although Israeli tourists have 
been flocking .to . Egypt, few 
Egyptians visit the Jewish 
state as long as it .occupies 
Arab territory! 


LETTERS 


Courageous move 

To the Editor: 

I would like to seize this opportunity to congratulate His 
Majesty King Hussein and the people of Jordan for their 
courageous move to sign a peace accord with their 
neighbour. This is a dear indication that foe King, his j 
administration and the people of Jordan are peace loving, ' 
fair minded, courageous and independent. 

His Majesty deserves a Nobel Peace prize because of his 
choosing peace over war at all times, freedom and fairness 
over repression and democracy over autocracy. ’ 

Unlike most other developing nations, Jordan is an open 
society where any person of any nationality can live and 
work in peace. Furthermore, the degree of honesty of the 
people of Jordan and the cleanliness of die country makes 
it one of the best countries in the world for .tourism. Of 
course, these were all made possible due in part, to foe 
pragmatic qualities of His Majesty. 

Dr. Samuel Ihemdi 
BS, M.D. MPH, MPA, 
Natick, Massachusetts, 
USA. 
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Let the right people be the Judges 


By Mohammad MasharUga 

A portrait by local artist Marwan A1 Allan displayed 
at a gallery in Amman last August has stirred a 
controversy within the Jordanian society of intellec- 
tuals and artists , and brought about the wrath of the 
Jordanian Islamists. 

Entitled: “The script on the body,” the painting 
created divisions among artists over its artistic value, 
caused Allan to be remanded in detention for two 
days and prompted the Islamists to tile a case against 
the artist at a local court : 

At the end of this month, Allan is to be tried on the 
strength of a charge that his painting represented an 
insult to the Islamic faith since he is alleged to have 
inscribed contorted Koranic verses on the naked 
body of a woman appearing in an abstract piece of 
art 

Allan claims that a government department — 
which he does not name — has ordered him to 
remove the painting froiA the exhibition in view of 
the Islamists ’ protests against the nature of its 
contents. For its part, the gallery’s management has 
emphasised that it never exercised any pressure on 
the artist to remove the painting noting that since the 
four-day exhibition was over it was quite natural for 
all of the paintings to be removed, adding that there 
was no justification for the fuss created over its 
display. 

Ali Sbalah, an Iraqi poet in charge of the gallery, 
says he had given his consent to the display of the 
painting notwithstanding the presence of the inscrip- 
tions on it 

Had there been any misgivings, the Ministry of 
Culture’s Secretary General Mohammad Amayreh 
would not have formally inaugurated the painting 
along with the other portraits in the exhibition, says 
Shalah. 

Therefore it is only logical to assume that the 
ministry did not request an end to the exhibition and 
the removal of the painting, Shalah says. 

Jordanian poet Ali A1 Amiri’s view the detention 
of the artist and the removal of the painting is 
something that should be condemned regardless of 
the quality of the piece of art and its contents. 


Parliament Deputy Toujan Faisal has sent a note 
to the interior minister accusing the security services 
of transgressing human rights. “The detention, the 
investigation into the case, the insults and curses 
levelled against the artist. " she said, “ came in tacit 
compliance with and under the pressure of Islamic 
fundamentalists, launched by a group that claims to 
be affiliated to the Islamic faith which, through 
threats against the gallery caused the termination of 
the exhibition. ” In her memorandum to the minister 
Faisal said police should not be made judges of art 
and literature, noting that such practice would cause 
an erosion of the country’s intellectual wealth. 

In reaction, the artist Allan took his case to foreign 
news agencies and foreign radio services and later 
announced his intention of leaving the country for a 
destination where he could better present his protest 
to Arab and foreign circles and complain against 
repression of intellectuals and artists in Jordan. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

A group of Jordanian intellecutals set up a team, 
self described as ‘‘the friends of Allan, ” whose aim is 
to organise defence of the artist at the coming trial — 
probably the Gist of its kind in the country. The team 
has all the reason to do so, as Allan has been charged 
by the public prosecutor as insulting Islam and of 
violating the rules of public decorum. 

Local poets asked to comment on the incident and 
to give their views whether the verses constituted an 
insult to religion pointed to Ibn Arabi, the mystic 
poet who was alleged to have written verses inter- 
preted as harmful to the faith, noting that nobody has 
ever demanded that Ibn Arabi's publications be 



Basel Rafaieh, editor in the cultural section of A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily newspaper said that Arab poets 
have been in the habit of using Koranic verses. He 
said that Allan did not use the verses in a skilful 
manner but rather, contorted them in a manner that 
has been misinterpreted by some people. But he 
added, his views stem purely from an artistic perspec- 
tive and do not condone detention or trials of an 
artist on the grounds of misinterpretation of the 


F of the Ministry of Culture, 
i artist Marwan AI Allan 

script. 

The words inscribed on the painting roughly said: 
“Praised be the Lord for carrying us at night towards 
the body (the flesh) and taught us to pray.” 

“ Call people to come to you and your call will be 
responded. ” “I am responding to the call of the body 
I intend to perform the pilgrimage to the body which 
extends from my soul to eternity. ” 

An Islamic writer considered the script as a 
contortion of the Koranic verse which relates the 
Prophet Mohammad’s night journey to heaven. For 
this reason he Gled a case in court on behalf of “ the 
public right. ” 

Arab and Islamic history abounds with similar 
incidents in which scholars differed in their judg- 
ments. Some considered the contorted use of verses 
as blasphemy while others regarded t: as some kind 
of “ love poems” dedicated to love, and praise of 
God. 


Na/i Amaireh, opens the exhibi- 


This is exactly what happened when scholars 
differed in their views regarding a book entitled 
Criticism Of Religious Thought by Sadek AI Azm 
and Faraj Fodeh, both of whom were tried in court 
because of their controversial views on religion. 
Fodeh has paid with his life as a consequence of 
public ignorance and lack of religious tolerance 
despite the fact that he had been one of the 
prominent Islamic thinkers. 

Jordanian intellectuals are unanimous in their 
stand against Allan being tried over this disputable 
and controversial case. They are also united in their 
rejection of having the police play judges and 
evaluators of art and poetry because they see in this 
practice a grave danger posed to public freedom and 
stemming creativity. 

Everyone accepts the ruling of the judiciary in any 
dispute with the belief that the judiciary will act 
according to civilised norms and with open minds. 
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Sot since the Gulf Crisis has Jordan witnessed such 
an influx of international TV anchorpersons, journal- 
ists, producers, cameramen, soundmen, 61m editors 
and the truck-loads of technical equipment that 
accompany them as it has this week in preparation 
for the signing of the peace treaty between Jordan 
and Israel which took place yesterday. 

For the television media giants . equipped “to the 
nines, ” few professional headaches seemed to pain 
them. For Jordan Television (JTV) personnel, the 
two worries were a shortage of equipment and thus a 
stretching of what they do have, to and from the 
various sites. 

Here is a glimpse of how some of our collegues and 
associates from near and far were fairing as Super 
Wednesday drew near. 

Dare we say that CNN, a once fledging endeavour, 
has proven itself to be the international network that 
“ brings you the news where it happens , as its 
happens”! 

It certainly would appear so, because Ted Turner's 
baby-boomer enterprise was slated to be the godpa- 
rent of U.S. television networks’ coverage, as well as 
that of London-based international networks Reuters 
and WTN . for the moments leading up to, including 
and following one of the most important events in 
this region’s 20th century history. 

In other words CNN ran the major television 
media pool. This collossal task was thrown on the 
CNN Amman bureau ( staff count: Three principals 
and one intern). Preparing to face the deluge of big 
name networks, with big name correspondents ( egos 
and quirks noted — it’s a package deal), this high 
energy team hired fixers, runners, translators. They 
pulled strings, scraped and begged to secure accom- 
modations at the Amman Marriott Hotel, which, 
incidentally was forced to cancel tourist reservations 
during what the Tourism -Ministry considers peak 
season. 

The Atlanta-based network placed its people in 
Eilat, Damascus. Cairo, Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. It 
flew 20 of its people, plus nearly a tonne of 
equipment, to Amman to work in the pool opera- 
tions in setting up live shots for ABC, NBC, CBS, 
Reuters and WTN from Amman. CNN's top brass 
White House correspondents were ro fly in with U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to Aqaba on the presidental 
plane — a treat not many were privy to. 

Nasser Judeh. who only just put on his hat as 
■director of JTV. was his usual quick and conGdent 
self 48 hours prior to the main event, admitting that 
although the time factor of having only six or seven 
days to prepare was a bit of a strain . all was running 
smoothly. 

For Nidal Dalgamouni, JTV veteran of the Gulf 
crisis days and now head of JTV's Production 
Department, covering His Majesty King Hussein s 
return to the Kingdom after surgery in September 
1992 was a far greater task. 

Nevertheless, with a Geld crew of about 90 people 
and the station's one OB (outside broadcasting) and 
two EFPs (electronic Geld production) vans strategi- 
cally placed at major evenr locations and ready at a 
moment’s notice to speed off to another site, hoping 
to make it in time. Dalgamouni sounded relaxed and 
hopeful to be able to provide live coverage of all the 

scheduled happenings. And all this without having to 

hire anv extra people. . . . . „ 

At the JTV news exchange , Dalgamouni said . staff 

there were coping with a deluge of foreign televtsion 
station bookings for transmission nearly 24-hours- 

day. . . 

JTV of course charges fees for these transmits; 
as does the Telecommunications Corporation (/tg 
which was said bv some international networks to be 
levying Charges higher than, anywhere 


10-minute background- documentaries to be aired 
between live shots of the events as they unfolded, 
plus stand-by programmes to Gil in empty air time 
slots where necessary. All events . Dalgamouni said, 
would be transmitted on Jordan Satellite Channel 
seen by nearly all the Arab World and North Africa. 
He did not expect any jamming. 

One element worthy of interest is that the required 
accreditation of the media working out of Jordan by 
our Ministry of Information and those working out of 
Israel by its ministry, would all be for naught once 
everyone converged on Wadi Araba. 

To the residents of the south, the four mega- 
satellite dishes that were installed may have appeared 
like “ the aliens have landed.” 

Professionals on the Jordanian side suffered pangs 
of envy because they say Israeli journalists were 
much better equipped. How would you like it. they 
complained, if. as a dedicated professional, you see 
your counterpart from “ the other side” whipping out 
his/her sleek mob/7e phone to call in a story', while 
you are obliged to steal a few moments on some 
stranger's car phone, appeal to the pity of Jordanian 
military personnel for use of their mobile units, or as 
a last resort, maybe for some the Grst resort, ask an 
Israeli journalist for the loan of his? 

Meanwhile. ABC TV. which has set up shop on 
one entire floor of the Jordan InterContinental 
Hotel, expected the arrival of three crews . and one 
other coming with President Clinton's fleet. 
Primetime news anchorperson Peter Jennings, 
wasted no time; he based himself in Amman, and 
from there shuttled to Gaza. Damascus, Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem, transmitting back to his ABC Nightly 
News programme broadcast across North America. 

According to ABC News Regional Manager 
Mohammad Ajlouni, who is acting as bureau chief 
here for the duration, the coverage was expected to 
be uncomplicated because this was a planned event 
as opposed to instant news, and he added “it's a good 
event. ..You can't compare peace to war.” 

Over at NBC, producer Victor Solis, said he 
brought back the talents of three Gxers he had hired 
during the Gulf crisis to get his Amman operations 
started. 

Hisham Ayyad and Muafaq Khatib. said the 
London-based Solis who was pulled from work in 
Baghdad to cover the signing ceremony, provide all 
logistical support, and Ghada Ayyoub, who, he said, 
is pregnant with twins, works as the coordinator of 
feed services. Occupying 20 rooms in the Marriott 
Hotel. NBC expected its two White House corres- 
pondents Andrea Mitchell and Jim Miklashefski, and 
three White House producers to also fly in with 
Clinton's entourage and split their reporting berween 
the morning and evening shows. 

Solis seemed happy to be back in Amman. He said 
the news spots he had done through /TV went 
smoothly, adding that everyone there was very nice. 
He said of Amman. “ It's a great city and it's really 
changing... It's becoming more cosmopolitan." He 
said his London crew was happy to come in out of the 
foggy city's rains. But. although everything was 
falling nicely into place, he said, all his team, himself 

included, were complaining about the hamburgers at 
the Marriott being too dry. Suggestions were offered. 


The excitement generated by all the activity in 
Aqaba since the announcement that President Clin- 
ton would be arriving there for the signing of the 

Jordan ian-Israeli peace agreement may have worked 

to blur the vision, if not other senses and cells, of one 
Shihao weekly reporter. While in Aqaba last week a 
Shihan hack reported that he saw US. Marines 
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the beach front and he 


immediately concluded that Jordan was being in- 
vaded. 

All that coverageabout Haiti was bound to have its 
impact here. U.S. embassy sources said that they 
knew of no U.S. Marines in Aqaba at that 
time. 

Cuerpo diplcmatico 

Foreign culture abounded in Amman this week 
with partial overhpping of events from two passion- 
ate Latin culture;, the Spanish and the Italian. And. 
while the preseriations of both European countries 
met with great ;uccess, the work of the embassies' 
staffs desenes nention. especially when senior diplo- 
mats seemed to be competing fiercely for audiences 
to their happeiings. 

Example: Wiile a Spanish envoy hosting guests at 
the opening dimer of Spanish Cultural & Gastrono- 
mical Week w;s explaining the difficulties in flying in 
fresh ingredieits from the Iberian peninsula for the 
week's dinnen. an Italian envoy was caught tempting 
a few of the •' ery same guests with offers to a pasta 
dinner, fo I loved' by an Italian an opening, and finally 
a treat ro a Faolo and Vittorio Taviani movie for the 
Grst night tint the wo cultural events would collide. 

By Frida } night, some of the Spanish embassy staff 
were begiming to lose steam. 

But for First Secretary Gustavo de Aristegui, 
imbibing n gourmet dinners followed by perform- 
ances nesrly ever y night never slowed him down. 
One the contrary, he appeared exhilirated. What 
spurred Jim even more than the menus, the perfor- 
mers am that this was one of the largest events Spain 

has ever exported, was that his enthusiasm was not 


matched by some of the organisations he had to deal 
with in arranging this cultural extravaganza. And he 
let everybody know, albeit unofficially. 

j3- jJ- 

The Germans had a mixed bag of events on their 
hands: National elections and Okroberfest. Charge 
D’ Affaires Michael Bock and his Venezuelan wife, 
with a helping hand from embassy spokesperson 
Ingrid Liedgens. hosted a " Watch the Results ” open 
house, rep7ere with • German sausages and sweet 
mustard, a jumbo screen TV with live coverage from 
Bonn and a chalkboard to keep a tally of the results 
as they were coming in. 

Seen about mid-way through the rather sedate 
gathering, as most of the guests were not surprised 
with the election results, were other diplomats 
including the German ambassador. Heinz Reiners 
and his wife Maria . the new ambassador from 
Norway, Tove Kijewski, and Canada’s envoy 
Andrew Robinson . members of the media, repre- 
sentatives of the ministries of Information and 
Foreign Affairs. German embassy staff and friends 
and associates of the embassy. 

-£- •& -tr 

And while we are talking about bilateral relations, 
not only friends at the J. T. were happy to learn that 
Cristina, the doyenne of the spouses of the diploma- 
tic corps, and Husband-Ambassador Tareq Khan 
Afridi are expecting their first child. Hie whole town 
rejoiced for them. 

Jennifer Hamameh 
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One step back 


Iron in the soul 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

The war that software developers are casing against 
each other seems to make them forget one main 
quality chat their offsprings are expected to have: 
Practicality. 

By encouraging software companies to release 
complex works, users may have to share part of the 
responsibility’ for creating monster programmes with 
features that people rarely use. Software designers 
however are the ones who. in the end . decide what 
the programmes should or should not do. 

Assuming you are a norma/, healthy, average 
personal computer (PC) user, and run your machine 
mainly for world processing. Would you go for the 
latest version of Microsoft Word for Windows, 
numbered 6.0? iVor necessarily. 

WinWord 6.0. as it is called, is feature-laden, a 
masterpiece, a beaut}', a pleasure to use. provided... 
vour PC is. at least, a 4S6-DX2-66 with 200 MB of 
disk space (200 million characters) and S MB of main 
memory. This is not Mr. Everv'body's computer. Not 
for the time being at least. 

If your equipment is a 3S6-DX-40 or a 4S6-DX-33 
— the most commonly found computer — then you 
better go back to WinWord 2.0. the previous release 
of the same programme, h has enough processing 
power and built-in facilities to help you achieve the 
same version as 6.0 and probably faster. Unless, of 
course, and for a very specific reason, you need the 
sophistication of its successor. WinWord is just an 
example, among others, that I have considered here 
and the argument should by no means be taken 
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negatively against WinWord 6.0 that I am personally 
using, haring a machine that is powerful enough to 
hand/e it at reasonable speed. 

If we take data base programmes for instance. 
software developers may be surprised to know how 
many people still relies ' on dBIIl-Data Base III-that 
was released several years ago by Ashton-Tate. In 
spite of many upgrades and improvements, the 
regular PC amateur lies on dBIII more than any 
other version. The reason? It’s simple, very fast and 
is powerful enough to process most jobs. 

In order to appeal to people , technology must be 
simple, fast, reliable and practical before anything 
else. Features and raw power come next. It is no 
surprise , in photography for example, to see how 
small. pocket size cameras are again so popular when 
there are also high quality but bulky and complicated 
machines on the market. Software designers may 
have reached a point where one or two steps back 
could be advisable. 




By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 

The question of identity has returned to us. It has 
, returned to us in Jordanian politics and Jordanian 
cultural politics today. 

To be Jordanian is to know yourself in relation to, 
say, the Italians, the Mediterraneans , and the pas- 
sionate Scandinavian soul. You go round the entire 
globe: When you know what everybody else is, then 
you are what they are not. Identity is always, in that 
sense, a structured representation which only 
achieves its positive through the narrow eye of the 
negative; it has to go through the eye of the needle of 
the other before it can construct itself. What is more 
is that identity is always in part a narrative , always a 
kind of representation, always within representation. 

Collective social identities were formed in, and 
stabilised by, the long-range historical processes 
which have produced the modem world. These were 
staged and stabilised by industrialisation , by capital- 
ism, by socialism, by urbanisation , by the formation 
of the world market, by the social and sexual division 
of labour, by colonialism, and by the struggle for 
national liberation; by the dominance of the nation 
state , and by the identification between Westernisa- 
tion and the notion of modernity itself . Identity then 
is always in the process of formation; it is never a 
sealed or a closed totality. 

A cultural intellectual is faced with the task of not 
accepting the politics of identity as given, but has to 


show how all represen ta tions are constructed, for 
what purpose, by whom, and with what components. 

For us who grew up in a cultural framework 
permeated with the idea that Arab aaconafemwas 
all important, it was a distressed and tmfuJBned 
nationalism plagued with conspiracies and enemies, 
both internal and external . and obstacles to over- 
come for which no price was too high. ■But now, this 
nationalism, as in all other aspects o f th e P 0 ^' 
modem culture , has resolved itself into smaller and 
smaller units. This is not to say that the past was 
better, simply more heartily interlinked. In * C ultu re 
and Imperialism, Edward Said argues that the effort 
to homogenise and isolate populations in the name of 
nationalism has led to colossal sacrifices an d fail ures. , 
He describes the general air of mediocrity and 
corruption that hangs over a Middle East superbly 
endowed culturally and historically and amply bles- 
sed with gifted individuals as an immense puzzle and 
a cause for disappointment. 

As part of the latest economic and political 
upheavals, the middle class, especially in our capita/ 
city, has lost its identity. It now has economic 
interests that are more mobi7e, its soda I role models 
are much more homogenous, and it is completely 
lacking in ideology. In this middle class everyone 
looks the same, everything is horribly anonymous, 
everyone aspires to be successful; lifestyles, fashions, 
holidays and leisure activities all tend to be uniform; 
pragmatism is the rule of behaviour unanimously 
cried out for and pursued. 


TIME FOR REP TICKLING READING 

'fr He has a face like a Gower — a cauliGower. 

A His mouth is so big, when he yawns his ears 
disappear. 

A He has a Roman nose, it roams all over his face. 
A He has a waving hair — it’s waving goodbye. 

A He once picked a snake to kill a stick. 

A He kisses the cat and puts h js wife out. 

A If you put a stick on her hairdo, you could mop 
the floor with it. 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 
DRIVING 

— Are you a clever driver? 

Hal anta saa’iq maher? 

— S think so. Azonnozalek . 

— Have you a prime car? 

Hal ladayka sayyara kbossood? 

— Yes, T ve bought it most recently. 

Na’am, lakadisb t'raytoba baditban. 

— How many seats is your car? 

Earn mak’adan fee sayyaratik? 

— Jr's a four-seater. And the motor is 40 horse- 
power. 

In nah a that arba T at maka’hj wa-kowwatul motour 
arba’oona hissanan. 

— What about a drive to Jerash? 

Ma rayoka Gz-zabab da Jarash? 

— That would be very nice. 

Sayakoon zalek lateefan jiddan. 

— Have you got your driver’s licence? 

Hal ma’aka rukhsatul kiyada? 

— Of course. I always carry it on me. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 


Tab f an. Tnnani daa’iman ahmil nha ma’e. 

— Han you inflated the tyres? 

Hal nafakhta al-itarat? 

— They're all tight. Jsmee’oba saleema 

— How iar is the nearest station? 

tram iab r od akrab mahatta? 

— Five miles, but why? 

Kbamsato amial , wa i.kan timaza? 

— Fre runout of petrol. 

Lakad nafaza min'ni al-banzeen. 


A fanner set out to seli his turnips. At the town 
ball bridge lis donkey baulked. Furious, the 
farmer began to beat it. 

“Hey. man, lave you no conscience? A passer- 
by shouted to him 

“No, sir. it's inished, the peasant answered, “I 
only have turnips 


“Two tickets fir my wife and myself, please, 
and a half ticket fig the child, ” a man asked at the 
ticket ofBce. | 

“What do you nean. He's a man already. Just 
look at him. he years long pants,” the clerk 
joked. \ 

"Allright. Then Itt me have a ticket for the boy 


and a hah ticket for the wife. She wears short 
pants,” the man replied with deep conviction. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Place the following civilisations in their order of 

" time: — Aztec, Cretan, Greek, Persian, Sume- 
rian. 

2. What are the four chief patterns of clouds? 

3. From what part of the animal do the following 
joints or cuts come bom? 

SIRLOIN, CUTLET, GAMMON, STEAK, 
BRISKET. 

4. From what language did these words come into 
English? 

MOCCASIN, BOOMERANG, ORANGE, 
TOMATO, POTATO. CANARY, BUNGA- 
LOW, ADMIRAL, TULIP. TEA. 


YOUR CHARACTER IN FOCUS 

Bom on June 9 

ft Inventive, mechanical and ingenious with a love 
of chemistry, science and mathematics. 

F Highly charged like a dynamo and makes sparks 


By all over around him. 

ft Likely to have estrangements with his relations 
and trouble with brothers, sisters and members 
of bis family. 

ft Frank and outspoken and inclined to make 
enemies by hitting straight bom the shoulder. 

& Regarded as tighter who shows aggression, resist- 
ance, dash, courage and quickness. 

■ft Fond of games and vigorous exercise. 

ft Has strong sexual passions and attracted towards 
the opposite sex. 

ft Prepared to go through any ordeal to gratify his 
desires. 

ft Backed by self-control, moral courage and the 
power of forgiveness. 

ft Short-tempered and better uses bis words. 

ft Distinguished by his strength of will, sympathy 
and consideration. 


PERPLEXITIES 

(1) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER 

14 9 5 

21 8 13 

28 9 ? 

(2) UNDERUNE THE ODD-MAN-OUT 

ANT, SPIDER, BEE, MOTH, MIDGE 

(3) fr What begins with T, ends with T, and has T in 

it? 

ft These two brothers live not too far away, one on 
the left, one on the light; but they never see each 
other. 

Can you guess who or what they are? 


Unique autobiography brings Syrian castle to life 


By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

SHAYZAR . Syria — The 
people of modern 
Shayzar. an unremarkable 
breezeblock village on the 
River Orontes in north- 
western Syria, remember 
its most illustrious son 
only vaguely as the man in 
the history' books. 

There is no plaque to 
Ossama Bin Munqidh on 
the gate of Shayzar Castle 
or even a watchman to 
show visitors around and 
revive for them this corner 
of the mediaeval Levant 
when Franks, Byzantines. 
Arabs and Turks were 
righting for the land. 

Bur "the castle and its 
environs, its lords and 
their families . some of 
their retainers . artisans 


and peasants, are known 
to historians by name and 
in detail — their charac- 
ters. their quirks, the way 
they lived and the way 
they died . 

For Ossama, a Syrian 
Arab nobleman of the 
12th century, alone of his 
generation on either side 
in the long conGict known 
in .the west as the cru- 
sades, left an autobiogra- 
phy, rich in anecdotes 
from the 40 years he lived 
at Shayzar. 

The same s tra tegic 
stone bridge at which he 
skirmished with Franks 
and other enemies still 
crosses the Oronres ar the 
end of the gorge which 
defends the castle on its 
eastern flank. 


A new concrete bridge 
now crosses in parallel \ 
taking decorted country\ 
buses and trucks loaded I 
with cotton along the main \ 
raod from Hama, through 
the drained marshes of the 
Ghab and on to the 
Mediterranean port of 
Latakia. 

Only the feeblest mem- 
ory of Ossama lives on — 
another missed opportun- 
ity by Syria's underde- 
veloped tourist industry. 

“ Dunno . must have 
died before l was born, ” 
said a man who keeps 
sheep in the yard of his 
house near the castle gate- 
house. 

“Yes. I've heard of 
Ossama Bin Munqidh," 
said Mahfouz. a grocer on 


the main road. “ He lived 
in the castle until the great 
earthquake destroyed it. 
That was back in the year 
eighteen hundred and 
something. " 

! ' disaster, known at 
ne as the earthquake 
ma, was in 1157 and 
?d out all the house . 
nqidh , except Ossa- 
is family in exile and 
fe of the lord. Ossa- 
ousin Taj al Dawla. 
as pulled alive from 
ins. 

lip Hitti. the 
ese-American histo- 
>f Syria and Leba- 
ays Ossama's book , 
55-page Book Of 
ing By Example . 
in a class of its own. 

“ There is hardly any- 


thing superior to this one 
in its simplicity of naira- ■ 
five , dignity and wealth of 
contents and general hu- 
man interest. It gives us a 
glimpse into Syrian 
methods of warfare . . . and 
ushers us into the intima- 
cies of Muslim court life as 
well as private home life, " 
he wrote. 

"But its chief value (is) 
that it deals with a point of 
military and cultural con- 
tact between the east and 
the west during a period 
about which our informa- 
tion from other sources is 
especially meagre ," he 
added. 

On one page Ossama is 
slaying the lions which 
then roamed the Syrian 
countryside, on the next 
he comments on the way 


Franks behave in the pub- 
lic baths in the Lebanese 
port of Tyre, on another 
he narrates the intrigues at 
the para n oid Fa timid 
court in Cairo, where he 
spent 10 years as a cour- 
tier. 

But Ossama's a poet, 
knight and diplomat, dic- 
ta ting to a scribe in 
Damascus a few years be- 
fore he died in 1188 at the 
age of 93. constantly harks 
back to his childhood 
home, the extraordinary 
castle on the orontes. 

The castle, in reality a 
fortified town balanced on 
a rocky spur, dominates 
one of the most important 
routes in the region and 
was a constant battle- 
ground between the rival 


forces. 

In most ways life was 
nasty, brutish and short. 
Warfare was endemic . 
travellers who went astray 
might be massacred with- 
out mercy , and simple ail- 
ments might lead to excru- 
ciating death. All sides 
took hostages and often 
broke their solemn agree- 
ments. 

The Arabs and their 
new Frankish neighbours 
in the Crusader kingdoms 
on the coast were not al- 
ways hostile. 

m Ossama visited occu- 
pied Jerusalem on several 
occasions, prayed in AJ 
Aqsa Mosque and was 
familiar enough with the 
templars there for him to 
call them "my Mends. " 


He drew a distinction 
between Franks who had 
assimilated to the levant 
through long residence 
and recent arrivals, whom 
he described as “ ruder in 
character. " 

But, in remarks which 
uncannily echo modem 
stereotypes , he relates- 
with bewilderment how 
Frankish knights allowed 
their wives to talk with 
other men and took them 
to the public baths. 

"When one comes to 
recount cases regarding 
the Franks, one cannot 
but glorify God and sanc- 
tify him. for one sees them 
as animals possessing the 
wrtoes of courage and 
fighting, but nothing 
else, he concludes. 


By Mari Yamagnchi 
The Associated Press 


Japanese wotnenrun gauntlet of train gropers 
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-i ri-or urfisi s/iVf nsif tvanf has shown little enthn- u. . 
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J He refused to meet her more congestion. ' " CD wannne 
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be sentenced to up to gaze, and quickly got off 
seven years, hut police say the train. But the woman 


wouiu iur even you ng women wanting 

more congesoon. advice on how 

Even women's groups S^oper like him. 
acknowledge such a step interview , Mr. 


shocked," recalled Ms. 
Kurihara. who now heads 
a women's group. 
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Burt Lancaster 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Burt Lancaster was the 
Hollywood film star who 
would" not be typecast — 
an actor who could play 
the epitome of evil in one 
61m and a larger-than-life 
hero in the next. 

. Lancaster , whose death 
at the age of 80 was 
announced last Friday, led 
a successful double life on 
screen for four decades , 
juggling safe , commercial 
roles with daring parts like 
Elmer Gantry and the 
Birdman of Alcatraz. 

Millions of 61m fans 
have fixed images of Lan- 
caster — holding the Bible 
up as the sham Evangelist 
Elmer Gantry, telling 
Tony Curtis to “ match me 
Sidney*' in Sweet Smell Of 
Success and making love 
to Deborah Kerr on the 
beach as the waves roll 
around them in From 
Here To Eternity. 

Lancaster appeared in 
more than 70 61ms but 
never studied acting. He 
broke into show business 
as a circus acrobat and 
learned about the movie 
business as he went along. 

With his rugged good 
looks, Lancaster was a 
natural for tough guy, ac- 
tion roles. But the notor- 
iously stubborn actor 
sought challenging parts 
ana won the Academy 


Award as Best Actor for 
Elmer Gantry in 1960. 

He rose to stardom in 
his tirst 61m. playing a 
washed-up prize fighter 
waiting for death in the 
1946 version of the Ernest 
Hemingway short story 
The Killers. 

By 1955 a string of hits 
— Jim Thorpe — All 
American, Come Back Lit- 
tle Sheba, From Here To 
Eternity and Vera Cruz — 
firmly established him as a 
box office giant. 

Such success could have 
got him typecast for life 
but Lancaster refused to 
be cornered. The actor 
was lauded in many roles, 
especially when playing a 
ioser with hints of hero- 
ism. 

That quality served him 
extremely well in one of 
his last and most highly 
regarded performances in 
Louis Malle's 1980 black 
comedy Atlantic City set 
in the gambling centre. 

He played an ageing 
gangland errand boy who 
briefly struck it rich. The 
role won him his fourth 
Oscar nomination. 

He scoffed at those who 
said Atlantic City repre- 
sented a comeback for 
him, noting he had made 
16 films in the 1970s, in- 
cluding several with good 
friend Kirk Douglas. 


from acrobatics to. Elmer Gantry 



A picture of the Bate actor Burt Lancaster 
dated March 25, 1985, after he received 
an Oscar for the Bead role in Elmer Gantry 
( AFP photo) 


“/ think what people 
may be trying to say is that 
I had a period in the early 
'60 when 1 did films like 
The Leopard. Birdman Of 
Alcatraz, Judgment A t 


Nuremberg and Elmer 
Gantry, which, from an 
industry point of view . 
was the high point of my 
earning capacity and my 
star status. " 


He also won acclaim for 
his role as an eccentric, 
star-gazing Texas oil 
baron in the 1983 comedy 
Local Hero and as the 
ageing baseball player in 
Field Of Dreams in 19S9. 

Lancaster underwent 
quadruple bypass heart 
surgery in 19S3 and the 
heart trouble forced him 
to cut his workload and 
spend more time at his 
two favourite pastimes — 
golf and reading. 

Four years ago. Lancas- 
ter's health took a turn for 
the worse when he suf- 
fered a stroke that left him 
partially paralysed. For 
most of his remaining 
years, he remained con- 
fined to his country city 
condominium. 

Born in New York City 
on Nov. 2, 1913. the son 
of a postal worker. Lan- 
caster was an outstanding 
athlete. He won a basket- 
ball scholarship to New 
York University but in- 
stead joined a circus 
troupe a t the age of 17 as 
an acrobat. 

After six years of tour- 
ing under the big top. 
Lancaster left to be a floor 
walker in the lingerie de- 
partment of a Chicago 
store. 

When World War II 
broke out he joined the 
army, where he got his 



f s. 

U.S. actor Burt Lancaster in this fiBm Atlantic City by Lams 
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first taste of acting. 
Assigned to the Special 
Serxices Division of the 
Fifth Army, he performed 
acrobatics for allied troops 
in Australia. North Africa 
and Italy. 

He made his New York 
stage debut in 1945 in A 
Sound Of Hunting. The 
play flopped, but Lancas- 
ter's powerful physique 
and cheerful blue-eyed 
grin earned him a ticket to 
Hollywood. 


photo) 

In 1948. Lancaster and 
his then-agent. Harold 
Hecht. formed their own 
independent production 
company, an almost re- 
volutionary move that 
played a major part in 
breaking the monopoly 
powers of the big studios. 

To help finance their 
projects. Hecht got a con- 
tract with leading film pro- 
ducer Hal Wallis , for 
whom he made Come 
Back Little Sheba (1952). 


The Rose Tattoo (1955), 
The Rainmaker (1956) 
and Gun fight Ar The 
O.K. Corral (1957). 

One of Lancaster's big- 
gest successes of this 
period was as the tough, 
honest sergeant in From 
Here To Eternity (1953). 
for which he won the New 
York Film Critics' Best 
Actor Award and another 
Oscar nomination for his 
famed beach love scene 
with Deborah Kerr. 


Designers 


By Lee Yanomteb 

Reuter 

PARIS — Sexy feminine 
shapes are back, with 
slinky women in clinging 
dresses and visible panties 
replacing the androgenous 
amazons and shapeless 
waifs of recent seasons. 

That was the message of 
the Paris spring-summer 
ready-to-wear collections 
that ended Tuesday. 

The nine-day season 
saw designers turning for 
inspiration to 1930s. ’40s 
and ’ 50 ' glamour that put 
■the female form in the 


limelight thanks to the sil- 
ver screen 's sultry femmes 
fatales. 

Several designers went 
for the 1940s hourglass 
jackets and tight skirts 
hemmed below the knee 
that actress Lauren Bacall 
wore when she played 
puppy to Humphrey 
Bogart in The Big Sleep. 

Britain’s John Galliano 
did these best in his 
abbreviated show of 27 
pieces to a limited audi- 
ence of exclusive buyers 
and a few fashion writers. 




A model presents a’ large sun hat eom- 
hined with a large blouse and shorts by 
Italian designer Gianfranco Ferre during 
the 1995 spring/summer fashion previews 
in Milan (AFP photo) 


closely it looked as if he 
stitched them right on the 
supermodels. 

Valentino was heavily- 
influenced bv she 1930s, 
showing glamourous Mae 
West gowns that clung 
down the leg then flared 
gently at the icnee. 

But the retro craze 
caught the Italian designer 
in a timewarp somewhere 
between sleek seductive 
evening wear and the 
bosom-hugging bodices, 
pinched waists and 


spreading petticoat skirts 
of Christian Dior's 1947 
new look. 

Among avant-garde de- 
signers. Belgium’s Dries 
Van Noten and Swedish- 
bom Marcel Marongiu 
chose 1950s' buoyant 
femininity — Van Noten 
with his dusky pastels and 
new, understated elegance 
and Marongiu with his 
cropped bomber jackets, 
Capri trousers and teased 
hair with black head- 
bands. 



catwalk at the end of Gaultier’s 1995 
spring/summer ready-to-wear show in 
Paris. Madonna models a gold lame vest 
with transparent ankle-length silk dress 
(AFP photo) 


Forever in a class of his 
own, Jean-Paul Gaultier's 
look at the entire century 
of fashion was the high- 
point of the season with a 
dream-like parade of 
Edwardian lace, flapper 
dresses and wartime suits 
and turbans. 


Despite the new longer 
length . micro-miniskirts 
are still going strong — 
Karl Lagerfeld slashed 
chanel suit skirts at the 
parity line, gaultier cut 
them still higher and even 
thoroughbred fashion 
house hermes got a taste 
of hemlines high on the 
thigh. 

Platforms and spike 
heels were contagious — 
they started as 50s-style 
bulky pumps by Vriienne 
Westwood or Van Noten. 
then clunky ration-card 
platforms at Gaultier and, 
Lagerfeld's chanel. 

With no consensus on 
hemlines, designers are 
turning their creative 
forces in other directions. 

Visible panties are the 
new staple for next sum- 
mer — if you have the legs 
to wear them. 

They made a big splash 
at Chanel . sparkling under 
skirts that flew open at the 
front, at Dior where Gian- 
franco Ferre matched 
them with perky plaids, 
and in Jean-Charles de 
Castelbajac's Crayola col- 
oured poplins and linens. 

The pagoda shoulder 
launched by Yves Saint 
Laurent popped up on 
several catwalks on wasp-' 
waist jackets and struc- 
tured little lops with 
heart-shaped necklines. 
But that did not exclude 
soft jackets and dresses, 
especially by avant-garde 
designers. 

As for colours, black 



Model SSadja Aenerman shows : collection fey Italians designer 
off patterned trousers in c&na- Valentino during the Milan 
hination with a silk bitwise and 1 995 sprin g/ su mmer fssSuos: 
a mohair jacket of the “Oliver” previews (AFP pzsoioj 


was still strong, with can- 
dy shades by Lagerfeld at 
Chloe. Chanel and his 
own line and feminine 
pastels at shows by Valen- 
tino. Lolita Lempicka. 
Claude Montana and even 


Christian Lacroix. 

Emanuel Ungaro and 
Lacroix, whose energetic, 
imaginative show was a 
crowd-pleaser. built on to 
the disco craze set off by 
Gianni Versace at Janu- 


ary's haute couture. 

The little black dress is 
surfacing as fashion 's 
g reate si sun'ivor, still a 
forceful element in even- 
ing wear at the major 
houses. 


Model Carla Bruni bides 


By Samantha Conti 
Reuter 

MILAN — Carla Bruni. 
Italy’s only supennodel, is 
in the gnp of a hot, new 
love-bate affair — with 
modelling. 

The blue-eyed 26-year- 
okTs romantic links with 
rock stars and playboy bil- 
lionaires have made her a 
darling of tabloid news- 
papers. 

But the woman whose 
million-dollar face and 

never-ending legs have 

graced the covers of the 
world’s top fashion maga- 
zines has other things on 
her mind. 

She thinks a lot of mod- 
els are paid too much for 
the work they do and that 

the world is'having a ma- 


th e runway and wear 
clothes, but we earn more 
than heart surgeons and 
AIDS researchers, more 
than competent, intelli- 
gent people who have stu- 
died for years and will 
save lives,” Bruni told 
Reuters in an interview. 


“The world is going 
wrong, that’s for sure. 
We’re running into super- 


lity, always running 
r 'money,' after gla- 
ir and nobody's ever 
king about being a 

er human being , ” she 
in her hallmark husky 


But is Bruni, Che Italian 
beauty with the high 
cheekbones, tawny hair 
and almond-shaped eyes, 
ready to kiss the business 


to quit, ” she says, puffing 
a cigarette during a break 
between shows at this 
month s Milan spring and 
summer 1995 ready to 
wear collections. 

“ Not many jobs are so 
much fun. Apart from the 
money side — the unfair 
amount of money which is 
difficult to let go — you 
get used to the travel and 
to being admired. It's very 
much a love and hate rela- 
tionship. ” 

Bruni, born into an 

affluent northern Italian 

family whose fortune 
came from the Turin- 
based Ceat electric cable 

and tyre company, is cons- 
idered an intellectual and 
a personality in the mod- 
elling world. 

** How do you say? ‘in 


the one-eyed man is 
king *. ” she said. 

It is Bruni s reputation, 
however, for being profes- 
sional and polite in what 
many say is a world of 
whining, demanding di- 
vas, that makes her stand 
out. 

“ Carla is a first-rate 
professional and doesn ’t 
cause anybody any prob- 
lems. She is polite and 

serious , ” said Gabriella 
Mazzei who works for 
Showork, a company that 
helps designers cast mod- 
els for their shows. 

Bruni, who can earn up 
to $30,000 per show, said 
she works hard at being 
human. 

“I try to adapt myself to 
other people, try to culti- 
vate humanity and kind- 
ness. Mv mother taught 


her time in the limelight 


because all the things I 
have, I have by chance — 
my beauty, my money, 
everything. " 

But the supermodel, 
who says she had "a 
strong relationship" with 
Eric Clapton five years 
ago and has been linked in 
the press to Mick Jagger 
and .American billionaire 
Donald Trump, argues 
her real ticket to fame was her 
penchant for famous men. 

“ People know me for 
the boyfriends I've ■ had. ” 
she said matter-of-facTlv. 

Bruni has just ended a 
relationship with the 
French actor Vincent 
Perez and fallen for Amo 
Klarsfeld. the French 
lawyer who represented 
civil plaintiffs during the 
trial in April of French 

wartime collaborator Paul 


He is the son of Nazi 
hunters Serge and Beate 
Klarsfeld. and is from 
Paris where Bruni grew 
up. 

Bruni's family moved to 
France when she was a 
child because her parents 
feared their children 
would be kidnapped dur- 
ing Italy’s “years of lead" 
in the 1970s when abduc- 
tions and murders were 
rife. 

“If I can spend my time 
with the 20 people who 

will leave their mark on 
history in my lifetime , 
then I will. Fame is not 
interesting in itself but for 
what there is behind it, 
and fame is often de- 
served. ” 

As for Bruni's own 

career. Mazzei said the su- 


reached the pinnacle — 
she's one of the most 
famous and best-paid 
models in the world. 

But it does not look as if 
she's destined to become 
another Claudia Schiffer. 
the German model touted 
as the new' Brigitte Bardot 
and who has become a cult 
figure. 

“Carla's beauty' is very 
Italian, very • classical. But 
I don't think she will ever 
become the ‘rage’ like 
Claudia Schiffer and I 
don’t think she's trying to 
either. “ said Mazzei. 

Still, Bruni said she had 
learned to use the press 
and their coverage of her 

relationships — real and 

rumoured — to keep the 
public interested. 

“I am certainly nor what 


kept the image of the bad 
girl and 1 used it because I 
knew there was no way J 
was going to change their 
mind. 

“It isn’t very nice to 
always have to talk about 
who I was with or whether 
or not I was their girl- 
friend. It’s not very' in- 
teresting. sometimes it's 
not even true but if that's 
what they want then that's 
what i'll give and, in the 
end. I'm the winner.’’ 

Bruni says she will stick 
with modelling for the 
next two or three years 
and then try to lead a 
quieter life. 

~ Td rather leave on mv way 
up than on my way 
down.” she says. 'Two 
,ve3rs from now on one is 
even going to remember 
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A safe preventive vaccine against influenza 


By Rinsa Cortbawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With the start of the influenza season , 
preventive measures must be taken by individuals to 
avoid one of the most contagious diseases of all 
' times. Immunity against this viral disease in Jordan 
.can now be granted by the administration of a 
; vaccine, which should be injected once every year, to 
: minimise the risk of contracting such a severe illness 
_ that carries lethal risks. 

:■ On the occasion of launching the forthcoming 
-season's influenza vaccine in Jordan, a seminar was 
•held at one of the drug information centres of the 
•country. Attended by 100 delegates from different 
• medical Eelds. the seminar was followed by a panel 
- discussion on the subject of influenza and the new 
•vaccine. 

~ The meeting was conducted by Elie Meena, a 
pathologist who is the marketing and medical direc- 
tor of Pasteur Mdricux (French vacdne-manufactm - 
- ing institute ) for the Middle-East and North Africa. 

Dr. Meena discussed international surveillance 
against influ enza , clinical diagnosis of the disease, 
related complications and the importance of vaccina- 
don for “a t-risk ' ’ persons in a medical sense and for 
work institutions from an economic point of view. 

“Influenza vaccine has been widely used in Europe 
and America for over 20 years, which confirms its 
success in minimising the risks of influenza 
epidemics. " said Dr. Meena. He confirmed that the 
vaccines’ compositions for each coming year are 
dictated by World Health Organisation (WHO) 


experts, who collect data from 118 WHO-recognised 
national institutions for influenza in 81 countries and 
three WHO collaborating influenza research centres. 

The gathered data gives information on the virus 
strains that ought to be used in producing the 
vaccines for that year, according to Dr. Meena. The 
influenza vaccine is then made from highly purified 
egg-grown viruses having been inactivated — i.e. 
rendered non-infectious so they do not cause the 
disease but rather develop antibodies to Egbt it giving 
immuni ty from it — explained Dr. Meena. 

** isolation of the influenza virus is not a simple 
thing. A complete surveillance system needs to be 
followed through, starting with medical practitioners 
carrying naso-phaiyngeal (throat) sampling on their 
patients with influenza symptoms, sending them 
rapidly and efficiently to national reference centres, 
which in turn delivers information to WHO for 
directing the vaccine manufacture, ” said Dr. Meena. 
The Erst isolation of the infectious agent (the virus) 
was done in 1933 by Smith Laidlaw and Andrews, in 
the U.K. 

The different strains of influenza can be classiEed 
according to the interior antigenic compositions into 
three types: A, B and C — type A mainly including 
variants which may be regrouped info subtypes 
depending on their externa/ antigenic make-up. 
According to Dr. Meena , type A is the most virulent 
and commonly found, by type C is the least common. 
So, vaccines are usually composed of two strains of 
type And one strain of type B. Variations in antigenic 
compositions within a subtype, especially in type A 
strains, means that vaccines constituents have to be 


changed accordingly on a yearly basis. “But even 
when the same strains appear on two consecutive 
years, the vaccine should still be injected twice 
because the number of antibodies — and therefore 
the immunity — decreases throughout the year. 

Also, infection with one strain does not provide 
immunity against distantly related strains of the same 
subtype, and so the vaccines have to be very specific, 
according to Dr. Meena. 

A common public misconception relates common 
colds to influenza. “ Colds and influenza are two 
separate illnesses. Influenza symptoms include fever 
(with body temperature reaching above 39~C), 
shivering, muscular pains, headaches, problems in 
the respiratory tract, throat pains, dry sporadic 
coughs and conjunctivities. So the fact that some cold 
symptoms appear results in this misconception , even 
though colds are caused by totally different viruses, ” 
explained Dr. Meena. 

Influenza vaccine, which does not prevent com- 
mon colds, is important for “ at-risk ” populations. 
These, according to Dr. Meena, include people over 
65 years, people living under medical conditions, 
adults and children with chronic metabolic, renal 
respiratory, pulmonary, cardiovascular and immuno- 
logical disorders, children or adolescents (from 6 
months to 18 years) under long term treatment with 
aspirin and pregnant women — especially under 
medical treatment — after three months of pre- 
gnancy. 

Naturally, high-risk individuals, when infected, are 
more likely to require hospitalisation (and sometimes 
meet death) than the general public are. 

From an economic viewpoint, U.S. studies show 


that the cost of contracting the disease m a P°P a i f~ 
tion is four times the cost of vac cine 
manufacture and distribution, according to Mr. 
Meena. Savings and benefits of the 
has a certain cost) are reaped by av ptamg an 
M i ,<Snivf msts of treatment 


epidemic ana an me roaicu . f . nVrf 

and the indirect costs of lost workers proc a ywjy. 
“Once a person suffers from htffnerzza. noettecxrve 
treatment can be given, but time and bed rest mast , 
be granted said Dr. Meena. 

This trivalent vaccine under the trade of - 

Vaxigffp has 89 per cent cEnkal efficacy and a 
considered safe, according to Dr. Meena, oecause 
the most frequent tide-effect is soreness at the ; 
vaccination site, for less than 30 per cent o t v ac- j 
cinees, fagring a maximum of two days. Fever, 
malaise and other systemic symptoms occm infre- 
quently, most often affecting individuals with no 
exposure to the influenza vims antigens m tfee 
vaccine, and they do not last longer t han two days. 

“Immediate, presumably allergic, reactions occur 
rarely after vaccination. The vaccine is also safe for 
pregnant women regardless of the stage ofpregnan- 
c y, and even in the first trimester, undclayed 
vaccination is favourable under high risk coodinons 
or at the start of die influenza season,” Dr. Meena 

This viral disease, which was first describe d by \ 
Hippocrate as early as 412 B.C. and which was 
responsible for more than two million deaths during 
worldwide pandemic of “Spanish" infhtenza in 1918, 
can now be prevailed in Jordan by a safe xnd effective 
vaccine. 


Doctor tests limits by using drugs for abortion 


By Kiley Armstrong 

: The Associated Press 

■NEW YORK — Soothing 
classical music wafts 
above a mother-and-child 
sculpture in the earth- 
toned waiting room. The 
setting, a Park Avenue ‘ 
doctor's ofEce. belies the 
political and scientific up- 
heaval within. 

. In his book- lined inner 
sanctum. Dr. Richard 
Hausknecht can't escape 
the unrelenting phone. 
Doctors and patients 
around the nation have 
heard he performs abor- 
tions with drugs instead of 
surgery, and many want to 
try it.' 

Dr. Hausknecht con- 
cedes he's "a little bit of a 
rebel." Back ip the '60s. 
when he was a gynaecology 
resident at YaleThe hand- 
ed out diaphragms in de- 
fiance of a state ban on 
contraceptives that was la- 
ter struck down. 

He has long been dis- 


tressed by delays in 
marketing R U4S6, the 
French abortion pill. Ear- 
lier this year, he M as in the 
shower when the idea 
popped into his head: 
Why not offer an alterna- 
tive? 

Jie pored over .Amer- 
ican and European re- 
search on two other, avail- 
able drugs. 

One. "called Methotre- 
xate. is a tissue-growth in- 
hibitor used to treat can- 
cer. arthritis and psoriasis. 
For decades . doctors also 
have used it to end ectopic 
pregnancies, which de- 
velop outside the uterus. 

The other is Misopros- 
tol. an ulcer medicine that 
also hastens labour. 

Dr. Hausknecht de- 
cided to use the drugs to 
induce abortions . He 
ran ads in the New York 
Times, offering ■* a new. 
safe and effective 
approach to the termina- 
tion of early pregnancy 
utilising FDA approved 
medications. " 


Since January 1993, re- 
searchers have been trying 
to determine whether the 
two drugs, used in tandem , 
to induce abortions, are 
safe and effective. In the 
meantime, their use in a 
non-research setting falls 
into a gray area. 

The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
says a doctor may pre- 
scribe a drug for an un- 
orthodox use — from time 
to time. Bur “if it's large 
number of parienrs. or 
when data is being 
gathered systematically, 
it's considered research. " 
said FDA spokesman Lar- 
ry Bachorik. 

Dr. Hausknecht has ap- 
plied for FDA research 
status. He insists his tech- 
nique is “nor research, but 
innovative medical care." 
He has provided the drugs 
to 126 women. 

Dr. David Grimes of 
the University of Califor- 
nia at San Francisco, an 
FDA-approved researcher 
of the druss. said doctors 


know too little about their 
effects to prescribe them 
even to a single patient. 

Dr. Grimes is collabor- 
ating with Dr. Mitchell 
Creinin, who pioneered 
research on the drugs. 

“I'm upset that this is 
happening ,’ r said Dr. 
Creinin of the University 
of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine. 

“ People want it yester- 
day," Dr. Creinin said. 
"‘But the Erst person who 
gets harmed... will be the 
Erst person to say ' you 
should have done more 
research. "' 

Dr. Creinin s study is 
about halfway complete. 
Very early results showed 
the drug combination is 
safe and more than 90 per 
cent effective. 

Another researcher. 
Dr. Eric Schaff of the Uni- 
versity of Rochester 
School of Medicine, was 
supportive of Dr. Hausk- 
necht but cautioned he 
“would be more protected 
if he had institutional sup- 
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port. and his patients 
would be protected with 
oversight. " 

Dr. Hausknecht said he 
would require oversight if 
he were “ some back-alley 
idiot. But I’m as careful as 
I possibly can be.” 

He believes a bad reac- 
tion between the drugs is 
unlikely because they are 
used four days apart. Still, 
he said the first time he 
tried the technique he was 
“scared stiff." His confi- 
dence grew when patient 
after patient told him “it 
was a non-event.” Other 
doctors began referring 
fieir patients. ■ 

Among the 126 women, 
five required follow-up 


' surgery to complete the 
procedure. The typical pa- 
tient, he said, is over 30, 
middle-class, a “sophisti- 
cated consumer" who may 
already have undergone a 
surgical abortion and dis- 
liked it. They signed a 
three-page consent form. 

“He is a trailblazer with 
women's interests at 
heart, but we think we 
have to have clinical 
trials,” said Pamela 
Maraldo, president of the 
Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration of America, which 
supports abortion rights. 

RU4S6 is not approved 
for use in the United 
States, though clinical 


trials are expected to be- 
gin this faff. 

Dr. Hausknecht 
wouldn't make a patient 
available for an interview. 
One of Dr. Schaff s pa- 
tients, who identified her- 
self only as Kathy, a 
Rochester business own- 
er, said die preferred the 
drugs to a surgical abor- 
tion she had four years 
ago. 

Cramping was less se- 
vere during the drug- 
induced abortion, which 
felt ‘‘like having my 
period, more or less. 
...You're not in the stir- 
rups being poked and 
prodded by doctors." 

Dr. Schaff has given the 


drugs to 23 women since 
July; none required sur- 
gical follow-up. The side 
effects can include di- 
arrhoea, vomiting, cramps 
and bleeding. 

The major drawback: 
The method can't be used 
beyond the eighth week of 
pregnancy. 

Dr. Hausknecht charges 
S500 for the drag treat- 
ment, including an ultra- 
sound exam and blood 
work. Dr. Schaff said he 
provides the treatment for 
S12S by eliminating the 
ultrasound. A surgical 
abortion m New York 
costs anywhere from S32S 
to S1J100. 


Research links dyslexia 
reading disorder to gene 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Re- 
searchers studying three 
generations of families 
with reading disorders 
have found a genetic basis 
for dyslexia, a problem 
that keeps millions of peo- 
ple from ever learning to 
read well. 

Experts said the study, 
published in the journal 
Science, means that chil- 
dren with inherited read- 
ing deEcits may be di- 
agnosed early enough in 
life to help relieve prob- 
lems at the start of formal 
schooling. 

Researchers at four in- 
stitutions combined data 
from two groups of people 
with reading disabilities, 
including sets of fraternal „ 
twins, to trace the prob- 
lem to a gene somewhere 
in Chromosome six. The 
study is the Erst to conErm 
that a complex trait like a 
reading disorder can be 
genetically linked. 

“We have now nar- 
rowed it to a very small 
part of the human 
genome," said John De- 
fries. senior author of the 


paper and a senior scien- 
tist at the Institute for 
Behavioural Genetics at 
the University of Colora- 
do in Boulder. “It now 
should be much easier to 
End the actual gene." 

Reid Lyon, a director of 
research on learning dis- 
abilities at the National 
Institute of Child Health 
and Human Develop- 
ment, said that the discov- 
ery by Dr. Defries and bis 
colleagues is significant. 

Dr. Lyon said that ab- 
out 20 per cent of all 
children are bom with 
dyslexia, a condition that 
commonly includes the in- 
ability to distinguish sepa- 
rate parts of a word, an 
important skill in learning 
to read. 

Many never overcome 
the problem. 

“ Generally , there's no 
intervention for a student 
with dyslexia until about 
the third grade," which 
U.S. children reach at the 
age of eight or nine. Dr. 
Lyon said. “If schools wait 
until then, 70 to 80 per 
cent will have the problem 
for the rest of their lives. 
We're losing millions of 
kids by waiting until the 


third grade. ” 

Earlier training, starting 
at about age Eve. can in- 
crease success to about 50 
per cent, he said, but a 
diagnosis at one or two 
could be even better. 

Dr. Defries said the 
genetic studies done at the 
University of Colorado 
with 50 pairs of fraternal 
twins , were combined 
with a study of 19 families 
at the Centre for Heredit- 
ary Communications Dis- 
orders in Omaha. 

All of the study subjects 
had average or higher in- 
telligence, but still had 
some type of reading dis- 
order. The twins were 
aged eight to 20 and the 
families studies stretched 
over three generations, he 
said. The twin study in- 
cluded one twin with read- 
ing problems and one 
without . 

By comparing genes in 
blood samples taken from 
the disabled group with 
genes taken from people 
without such problems , 


the researchers were able 
to link an abnormality in a 
segment of Chromosome 
6 to the reading problem. 

Dr. Defries said that 
isolating the actual gene 
could lead to a test that 
would enable parents to 
identify newborns who 
will later need help in 
combating reading prob- 
lems, 

Lon R. Car don, a co- 
author of the study and 
now a researcher at Stan- 
ford University, said' the 
linkage is to a fragment of 
Chromosome 6 previously 
been identified as contain- 
ing genes that contribute 
to disorders such as hay 
fever , migraine 
headaches, asthma, thyr- 
oid disease and allergies. 

“An earlier study has 
shown that children with 
dyslexia have a higher rate 
of these disorders said 
Dr. Cardon. 

Science is the journal of 
the American Association 
for the Advancement of 
Science. 


Thoughts for this, week 

Miracles are propitious accidents , the natural 
causes of which are too complicated to be readily 
understood — George Santayana, American philo- 
sopher (1863-1952) 

To be what we are, and to become what we are 
capable of becoming, is the only end of life — Robert 
Louis Stevenson, American novelist (1850-1894) 

The teen-agers aren't all bad. I love ’em if nobody 
else does. There ain’t nothing wrong with young 
people , jus ’ quit lyin' to ’em — Jackie ‘Moms’ 
Mabley, American singer and comedian (1894-1975). 

It takes people a long time to learn the difference 
between talent and genius, especially ambitious 
young men and women — Louisa May Alcott, 
American author (1832-1888). 

It is better to be beautiful than to be good, but it is 
better to be good than ugly Oscar WBde, 
Irish -bom writer (1856-1900). 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Sumerian, Cretan , Parian, Greek, Aztec. 

2. Cumulus, stratus, arms, and nimbus. 

3. SIRLOIN from the back (loin) of the ox. 
CUTLET from the upper ribs of tbe sheep 
GAM MON from tbe front leg of die trie. 1 
STEAK from tbe rear back of tbe or*” 
BRISKET from tbe Horn belly of tbe ox. 

4. MOCCASIN from north American ImEias 
BfWMERANG from Au^^aS^ 
ORANGE bom Persian. 

TOMATO from Mexican. 

POTATO from Haitian. 

CANARY bom West African. 
BUNGALOW from Bengali. 

ADMIRAL bom Arabic. , 

™-JP*niniiuKfa through the Persian. 
TEA from Chinese. 

PERPLEXITIES 

1. 19. To find thethird number in each row, subtract 
tbe second bom rite fist 

2. Spider. It has eight kgs; aff others have six; 

3. TEAPOT. 

4. EARS. 


King: 







Peace Treaty 
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EU leads the world to hail Jordan-Israel peace treaty 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE EUROPEAN Union 
(EU) welcomed the Israel- 
Jordan peace treaty on 
Wednesday and pledged 
“political and material sup- 
port” for the peace process 
throughout the Middle East. 

“The EU hopes that the 
success of Israeli-Jordanian 
negotiations will encourage 
constructive progress in the 
other trilateral tracks of the 
peace process," a statement 
said. 

“In particular the Euro- 
pean Union takes note of the 
reference in the text of the 

treaty to the achievements of 
the onion in the development 
of the Conference on Secur- 
ity and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

. “The European Union is 
ready to share its experience 
and expertise in this field 
with all regional parties in the 
Middle East.” 

Germany congratulated 
Israel and Jordan on behalf 
of the European Union on 
die signing of the treaty, call- 
ing it a “highly significant 
step on the way to a just and 

S peace throughout the 
East.” 

‘The EU trusts that soon 
constructive bilateral rela- 
tions will develop between 
Israel and Jordan whose first 
beneficiaries will be the peo- 
ples of both countries and, 
after a time, regional coop- 
eration as a whole,” the fore- 
ign ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

It said die EU hoped the 
successful conclusion of the 
deal between Israel and Jor- 
dan would also lead to tangi- 
ble progress in other bilateral 
negotiations in the 
framework of the Middle 
East peace process. 

“(TTie EU) again affirms 
its readiness to contribute to 
the success of this process 
with political and material 
support,” it said. 

Germany currently holds 
the six-month rotating EU 


presidency. 

The Chinese government 
welcomed the peace treaty 
saying it would give impetus 
to the peace process in the 
Middle East. 

Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen quoted by the official 
- Xinhua _ News Agency, said 
the signing demonstrated that 
political negotiations were 
the most effective way to 
settle conflicts among coun- 
tries. 

“We sincerely hope that 
the parties concerned will 
continue their efforts to find 
a solution to the Middle East 
issue so as to achieve the 
all-round and just peace in 
the region at an earlier date," 
he was quoted as saying. 

The Qatari cabinet said in 
a statement after its weekly 
meeting that the signing was 
“an important step towards 
achieving a just and compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East." 

"The cabinet expressed 
hope that peace will be 
achieved on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks," said the 
statement, published by the 
official Qatari News Agency. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ben Jassem A1 Thani 
was among 5,000 guests who 
attended the signing cere- 
mony, which was also witnes- 
sed by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. 

U.N. Security General 
Boutros Ghali greeted the 
peace treaty saying it was the 
"first step” m an extremely 
slow and difficult process. 

“One must accept that this 
is a first step and that a lot of 
patience, courage and politic- 
al savvy is needed to over- 
come the difficulties that are 
to come about on the road to 
a global, total and, we hope, 
a permanent peace in the 
Middle East,” Dr. Ghali 
said. 

His statement came shortly 
after he was awarded the 
Legion of Honour, France’s 
highest civil honour, by 
French President Francois 


Mitterrand for his contribu- 
tion to the Mideast peace 
process. 

Dr. Ghali served as nego- 
tiator for the late Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat in the 
1970s. 

France welcomed the sign- 
ing of the peace treaty and 
expressed hope that the 
accord would strengthen 
efforts to end other conflicts 
in the Middle East. 

"France welcomes the 
signature of the treaty be- 
tween Israel and Jordan 
which marks a new, decisive 
step in the historic process of 
restoring peace to the Middle 
East," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Richard Duque 
said. 

“We hope this progress 
will be accompanied by 
equally significant advances 
in pther negotiations under 
way,” he said. 

Mr. Duque noted the 
Jordanian-Israeli treaty, en- 
ding 46 years of hostility, 
closely followed a pact be- 
tween Israel and the Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organisation 
last year. 

Libya criticised the peace 
treaty as weakening the Arab 
Nation. 

"This is a bad day," the 
Libyan Pan-Arab Unity 
Ministry said in a statement 
quoted by the official Libyan 
news agency JANA. 

“It is a weekening of the 
Arab Nation and a step to- 
ward destroying the will of 
the people to confront 
(Israel) for the return of their 
land and their right to an 
honourable life." 

Iran said the signing of the 
peace treaty will not end hos- 
tilities but mark the begin- 
ning of difficulties in the re- 
gion; Iranian state radio said 
the treaty was being signed 
"without taking into account 
the interest of the region and 
had caused widespread 
opposition and discontent. 

"One should not think that 
the ceremonies today will end 
conflicts. On the contrary. 


the government will face 
mounting difficulties every 
day,” it said. 

President Clinton on 
Wednesday urged his coun- 
try’s allies to avoid trade with 
Iran because of its alleged 
support for "terrorism.” 

"We are going to ask all of 
our friends throughout the 
world to support this, all the 
people who are friends of 
peace, the enemies of terror- 
ism, we ask them to recognise 
that they cannot have it both 
ways,” Mr. Clinton said in 
Cairo. 

“There are things that 
could be done that are well 
known to all of you in the 
form of refraining from hav- 
ing economic relations," he 
said at a joint press confer- 
ence here with his Egyptian 
counterpart Hosni Mubarak. 

The Vatican welcomed the 
signing of the treaty, saying 
building peace was gaining 
speed. 

"At each step the plough 
of peace hits stones that 
threaten to break its share,” 
the official Vatican paper 
L'Osservatore Romano com- 
mented. 

"But powerful hope traces 
the tracks, -and realising that 
there is life without hate, that 
war is not inevitable and that 
deadly folly can be overcome 
ultimately soothed the mind 
that had been hardened by 
hate,” the paper aid. 

Guerrillas in South Leba- 
non fired Katyusha rockets 
into northern Israel and its 
self-styled "security zone” in- 
side Lebanon on Wednesday, 
less than an hour before 
Israel and Jordan signed the 
peace treaty. 

Security sources said 13 
Katyushas were fired towards 
the Jewish state and its 
"security zone” and at least 
four hit the Israeli town of 
Kiryat Shmona. 

Four other rockets fell near 
the Lebanese frontier village 
of Houla, while the others 
slammed near Israeli army 
positions inside Lebanon. 


King: This will become valley of peace 


Following are major ex,-, 
cerpts from the speech try 
His Majesty King Husseth 
before the signing of the 
Israeli-Jordanian peace 
treaty on Wednesday: 

“It is with a sense of enor- 
mous pride, a sense of fulfill- 
ment, that I stand here be- 
fore you today, together with 
President Clinton, Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
President Weizman and all 
our distinguished colleagues 
and friends ... 

“We will always cherish 
*e memory and honour all 
those who have fallen over 
the years, from amongst all of 
oar peoples. I believe they 
are with us on this occasion 
and at this time as we come 
together to ensure. God will- 
ing, that there will be no 
more death, no more misery, 
no more suspicion, no more 
fear, no more uncertainty of 
what each day might bring as 
has been the case in the past. 

“Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and l had the honour 
of signing the Washington 


Declaration with President 
Clinton, our partner and our 
friend, and we took it upon 
us ... to shepherd the process 
of negotiations to a successful 
conclusion. I believe that 
both of us share in this mo- 
ment of achievement and 
pride and relief, for hopefully 
we have contributed toward a 
better future of our peoples 
for all times to come. 

"The prime minister of 
“Israel (and) the prime minis- 
ter of Jordan will shortly 
ratify the peace treaty be- 
tween our two countries. This 
will be witnessed by Presi- 
dent Clinton. In a matter of 
days, we will have completed 
in Jordan the passage of this 
peace treaty through the 
legislature. 

"I know it is supported by 
the overwhelming majority of 
our people who have learned 
today of its passage through 
the Israeli Knesset by an 
overwhelming majority. 
These are moments in which 
we live the past and the fu- 
ture. This great valley in 
which we stand will become 


the valley of peace and when 
we come together to build it 
and to make it bloom as 
never before, when we come 
to live next to each other as 
never before, we will be 
doing so, Israelis and Jorda- 
nians together ... 

"This is peace with dignity, 
this is peace with commit- 
ment, this is our gift to our 
peoples and the generations 
to come. 

"It will not be simply a 
piece of paper ratified by 
those responsible, blessed by 
the world. It will be real, as 
we open our hearts and our 
minds to each other, as we 
discover a human face to 
everything that has happened 

“All of us have suffered for 
far too long. President Clin- 
ton, you have been our part- 
ner, you have been our 
friend, you have given us 
your support, together with 
the administration of the Un- 
ited States of America, you 
are at the helm during these 
historic moments. We will 
always remember the warmth 


. of your welcome to us both in 
Washington and the warmth 
of the welcome of the people 
of the United States of Amer- 
ica with which they received 
our news and lauded our 
achievements. 

“No one will ever forget 
this day, and in particular we 
will always remember the fact 
that you personally came to 
be with us here on this most 
happy of occasions at the end 
of a chapter of darkness and 
the opening of a book of 
light. 

"God bless you and give 
you every future success and 
maybe the world needs some 
good examples... 

“Behind us here you see 
Eilat and Aqaba, the way we 
have lived over the the years, 
in such dose proximity, un- 
able to meet, to visit each 
other, to develop this beauti- 
ful pan of the world. No 
more, as we look into the 
future beyond this point with 
determination, with hope, 
with commitment. We sur- 
vived the hard times." 


Clinton: People must make peace real 


are major cx- 
ttrpts from Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
spwcfr before tbe signing 
Wednesday of die Israeii- 
Jordanian peace treaty: 
"Happy holiday, happy 
holiday to the people of 
“tael, happy holiday to the 
people of Jordan. From this 
Podium, I look around and I 
the Arava. I see only a 
jjesert. There is almost no life 
“re. There is no water, no 
and not a spring, only 
■tone fields. 

“Such were the realities 
between Israel and Jordan 
™ring the last 47 years. A 
oesert, not one green leaf, no 
* ree - not even a single flower. 


“There comes a time when 
there is a need to be strong 
and to make courageous deci- 
sions, to overcome the mine- 
fields, the barrenness be- 
tween our two people. 

“We have known many 
days of sorrow. Bereavement 
unites us as does bravery. We 
honour those who sacrificed 
their lives. 

"We both must draw on 
the strengths of our great 
spiritual resources to forgive 
me anguish, to clear the 
minefields that divided us — 
and to supplant it with fields 
of plenty. 

“For nearly two genera- 
tions, desolation pervaded 
the hearts of our two peoples. 


The time has come nor only 
to dream of a new future, but 
to realise it. 

“Leaders should clear the 
path. The road itself must be 
paved by both people. I don’t 
believe we would have 
reached this great moment 
without the desire for peace 
in the hearts of both people, 
of the soldiers, the truck driv- 
ers, teachers, little children. 

“Our generation and the 
next, we are the ones who 
will transform this barren 
place into a fertile oasis... 

“It is not only our states 
that are malting peace with 
each other today, not only 
our nations that are shaking 
hands in peace. 


“You and I, Your Majesty, 
are making peace here, are 
opening the peace of soldiers 
and the peace of friends. 

“A dawn has broken this 
moment and a new day has 
begun. New life came into 
this world. Babies were borrr 
in Jerusalem, and babies 
were bora in Amman. To the 
mother of the Jordanian new- 
born, a blessed day to you. 
To the mother of die Israeli 
newborn, a blessed day to 
you. 

"The peace that was bom 
today gives us all the hope 
that the children bora today 
will never know war between 
us and their mothers will 
know no sorrow." 


Rabin: Time has come to realise dream 


Following are major excerpts 
Us - President Bill 
^niton’s speech before the 
lsraef °* J° r danian- 


celebrate the history 
die faith of Jordanians 
5” Israelis. But we break 
trJJi 05 of the past that for 
100 long have kept you shack- 
Z~. In the shadows of strife 

^suffering. 

f We celebrate tbe efforts , 
hriS 631 k^rs wh0 

horizon of this dawn 
^hilc the darkness lmg- 
rr™- This vast bleak desert 
^aes great signs of life. To- 
J we see the proof of it for 


peace between Jordan and 
Israel is no longer a mirage. 
It is real. It will take root in 
this soil. It will grow to great 
heights and shelter genera- 
tions to come. 

“I say to tbe people of 
Israel and Jordan: Now you 
must make this peace real, to 
turn no man’s land into every 
man's home, to taie down 

the barbed wire, to remove 
the deadly mines, to help the 
wounds of war to heal. Open 
vour borders, open your 
hearts. Peace is more than an 
agreement on paper. It is 
feeling, it is activity, it is 
devotion. 

“The forces of terror will 


cry to hold you back. Already 
they take deadly aim at the 
future of peace and in their 
zeal to kill hope and keep 
hatred alive they would deny 
all that peace can bring to 
your children. We cannot, we 
must not, we will not let them 
succeed. 

"Here in the great rift val- 
ley you have bridged the tra- 
gic rift that separated your 
people for too long. Here in 
this region which is the home 
of not only both your faiths 
but mine I say: ‘Blessed are 
the peacemakers for they 
shall inherit the earth'.’’ 

Mr. Clinton hailed King 
Hussein, whose grandfather. 


King Abdullah, was assassin- 
ated in 1951 for his pro-peace 
stand. "Today your day has 
come. Truly you have fulfil- 
led your grandfather’s lega- 
cy,” he said. 

“How bravely you have 
shouldered that burden and 
carried that dream.” 

Turning to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, a 

former chief-of-staff of his 
country’s armed forces. Mr. 
Clinton said: "We salute you. 

You have won the greatest 
victory of all.” 

The peace treaty gives 
"hope of life after the siege” 
to all Israelis, said the presi- 
dent. 



His Majesty King Hussein shakes hands with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at Wednesday’s signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Clinton: U.S. will not let Jordan down 


(Continued from page 1) 


the Middle East there are 
impassable religious and 
other obstacles to harmony, 
(and) that our beliefs in our 
cultures must somehow in- 
evitably dash. But I believe 
they are wrong. America re- 
fuses to accept that our civi- 
lisations must collide.” 

He let off a strong broad- 
side salvo against fanatics and 
extremists “who cloak them- 
selves in the rhetoric of reli- 
gion and nationalism,” and 
said: "They stoke the fire of 
violence and seek to destroy 
the progress of peace.” 

‘To them, I say: You will 
not succeed, you may not 
succeed, you cannot succeed, 
you are the past, not the 
furure.” 

“The people of Jordan on 
this day, through His Majesty 
King Hussein, have pledged 


themselves to a treaty based 
on a fundamental law of 
humanity, that what we have 
in common is more important 
than our differences,” he 
said. 

Asserting that Moses and 
the Prophet Mohammad 
essentially carried the mes- 
sage of coexistence among 
peoples, the president quoted 
the Prophet as telling other 
faiths: "There is no argument 
between us and you, God 
shall bring us together and 
unto Him is the homecom- 
ing.” 

"Today, the people of Jor- 
dan and the people of Israel 
have reached across the Riv- 
er Jordan," Mr. Clinton said. 
"They have chosen life, they 
have made a homecoming." 

"And tonight we say., 
thanks be to God.” he added. 


closing his speech with "Al 
Hamduiillah” to a standing 
ovation. 

At the outset of the ses- 
sion. Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Speaker Ahmad Lawzi 
welcomed Mr. Clinton to the 
legislature and paid tribute to 
his very decision to address 
the Jordanian assembly. 

"In addition, this is a dear 
testimony to what brings us 
together. Our two countries 
are linked by friendship that 
has prospered of over almost 
half a century, and this 
friendship was enhanced on a 
solid basis of common princi- 
ples, esperially the prinriples 
of freedom, democracy, plur- 
alism and human rights,” Mr. 
Lawzi said. 

"Today, the continued 
efforts of His Majesty were 
crowned with success. Todav 
our King had presented to his 


people the gift of peace, an 
invaluable gift. And the most 
sublime that the people of 
Jordan offer their dear King 
in gratitude is a pledge to His 
Majesty to continue hard 
work and to maintain true 
feelings of belonging and pro- 
found allegiance," Mr. Lawzi 
added. “ •«. 

The Senate speaker said 
the peace treaty would not 
have been concluded witho.iu 
Mrs. Clinton’s support. 

Later Wednesday, Kirtg 
Hussein and Queen Nobr 
hosted a dinner banquet in 
honour of Mr. and M s Clin- 
ton. 

King Hussein also confer- 
red upon President Clinton 
the Medal of Al Hussein Beo 
Ali Sash of the First Order. 
King Hussein also conferred 
upon Mrs. Clinton Al Nahda 
Medal of the First Order.- 


Samir Barhoum contributed to this report 


Clinton satisfied with Arafat 
pledge to fight Hamas 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clin- 
ton said on Wednesday he 
was satisfied that Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
would make good on a pledge 
to fight militant Palestinian 
groups to preserve peace with 
Israel. 

Speaking at a news confer- 
ence after a meeting with Mr. 
Arafat and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in 
Cairo, Mr. Clinton also said 
he would lead an internation- 
al effort to help Israel and tbe 
PLO move into the next 
phase of the peace process. 

“Chairman Arafat said he 
would continue to do all he 
could to combat terrorism, 
specifically Hamas but other 
groups as well, and I am 
satisfied with the response he 
gave and I believe he will 
attempt to implement it," 
Mr. Clinton said. 

"He understands that 
Hamas is his enemy now. 
Once you become a partner 
in the peace process you have 
to fight for peace..." 

At a photo session at the 
beginning of their meeting 
the PLO leader was asked 
how he would choose. “My 
choice is the peace, tbe peace 
of the brave," he replied. 

Later, Marwan Kanafani. 
Mr. Arafat's spokesman, said 
Mr. Arafat made it dear to 
Mr. Clinton that he chose 
peace over aligning himself 


with Hamas. “Arafat told 
Clinton that he and the 
Palestinians chose peace as a 
strategic option long ago and 
it’s irreversible as long -as 
they are in the framework of 
the U.N. resolutions and 
achieving Palestinian rights,” 
he said. 

“I felt we got a very firm 
and unambiguous response... 
I am satisfied with the re- 
sponse he gave,” Mr. Clinton 
said. 

"He understands clearly 
iw that Hamas is the enemy 
iw,” Mr. Clinton said. 
State Department spokes- 

an Michael McCurry said it 
as the "first official meet- 
ing" between a U.S. presi- 
dent and the Palestinian lead- 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Ara- 
fat talked briefly on Sept. 13. 
1993, when the PLO signed 
the declaration of principles 


on Palestinian autonomy with 
Israel. 

Mr. Clinton met Mr. 
Mubarak and Mr. Arafat af- 
ter a post-midnight visit to 
the grave of assassinated 
Egyptian leader Anwar 
Sadat. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters 
before his meeting with Mr. 
Clinton "my choice is the 
peace of the brave" even if it 
provoked a rupture with 
Hamas. 

"Chairman Arafat started 
the discussions himself with 
his desire to combat the ter- 
rorist groups, with his willing- 
ness to do all that he could," 
Mr. Clinton said at the press 
conference, which was not 
attended by Mr. Arafat. 

"We will admit that it is 
impossible to guarantee a 100 
per cent success in any effort. 
Even in the U.S. we are not 
100 per cent successful in 
combatting organised crime. 
What we want is a 100 per 
cent effort," Mr. Clinton 
said. 

“There has been an in- 
creasing effort in the last 
several weeks on the part of 
Chairman Arafat and the 
(self-rule) authorities in tbe 
territories to do what they 
can on this problem and I 
think it will continue to in- 
crease,” he said. 

“Terrorists must not be 
allowed, must not be allowed 
to intimidate the people of 
the region into abandoning 
the peace process,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

Mr. Clinton encouraged 
Arafat to be as brave in his 
handling of Hamas as he was 
in signing a self-rule accord 
■ with his former Israeli arch- 
foes and said “terrorism’’ 
should not be allowed to de- 
rail the peace process. 

“We agreed that the same 
courage Is needed to fight the 
enemies of peace as Chair- 
man Arafat showed in mak- 
ing peace. The enemies of 
peace are desperate but they 
must not defeat the hopeful 
forces of the future,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

“Terror must not be 
allowed to intimidate the 
people of this region in aban- 
doning the peace process. At 
this moment of opportunity 
those who perpetuate vio- 
lence cause the greatest 
threat to the Palestinian peo- 
ple and all Arab people." he 


said. 

Mr. Arafat has come under 
immense pressure over the 
past few weeks to crack down 
on Hamas, which has carried 
out several attacks against 
Israelis, including a bomb 
attack on a bus in Tel Aviv 
that killed 22 people and the 
suidde bomber last week. 

But Palestinians said Mr. 
Arafat would refrain from 
doing so, fearing such a 
clampdown would spark in- 
ternal strife. 

Mr. Araftit pleaded for ur- 
gent funds to back his Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority in 
Gaza and the Jericho enclave 
and bolster his authority 
against militants who oppose 
peace. 

Mr. Clinton reiterated the 
need for Palestinian accoun- 
tability and institution- 
building as a U.S. condition 
for releasing funds to the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) to build its infras- 
tructure. 

“I told Chairman Arafat 
that as the (Palestinian) 
administration starts to set up 
a system for its revenues, the 
United States will lead an 
international effort to sup- 
port the Israeli-PLO agree- 
ment on early empowerment 
in the West Bank.” 

Mr. Mubarak, who has in- 
tervened several times to 
bring the PLO and Israel 
closer in times of crisis in 
their peace negotiations, said 
Mr. Arafat was eager to end 
Hamas violence but that both 
Palestinians and Israelis must 
work together. 

Mr. Clinton said he also 
discussed with Mr. Arafat the 
need to keep moving on a 
joint front to implement fully 


the PLO-Israeli peace 
accord, move towards -hold- 
ing Palestinian polls which 
would pave the way for the 
redeployment of Israeli 
troops in the West Bank and 
expand Palestinian authority 
in the area. ■ 

The meetings were held in 
the 400-room government 
Qubeh Palace where Mr.; 
Clinton spent the night. Blue-! 
helmeted soldiers stood! 
guard outside the opulent; 
limestone structure that was 
built in 1872. 

A quick-footed financial 
organisation would respond 
berter to the problems of 
development in the Middle 
East than a complex develops 
ment bank, the president of 
the German central Bundev 
bank Hans Tietmeyer said in 
occupied Jerusalem on Tuesi 
day. ; 

Mr. Arafat, who reromed 
to Gaza late Wednesday 
across the Egyptian border of 
Rafah by car, made no com- 
ment on his talks with Mr.' 
Clinton. 

Ten Palestinian factions in 
Syria and Lebanon echoed 
the chorus of opposition to 
the treaty, saying no pact 
should be signed until Israel 
withdrew from all Arab land. 1 
They proclaimed a day of 
mourning and ordered a pro-! 
test strike in Lebanese re^ 
fugee camps, which shut 
down schools, shops, cafes 
and other businesses. 

From Iran, a commentary; 
on state-run Tehran Radio 
reiterated the government 1 
view that the pact is a “hur-; 
ried initiative to mortgage; 
part of its territory to the! 
Zionist enemy." \ 


Hamas issues new warning 


THE ISLAMIC Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, warned 
Wednesday that it would 
strike at Israel "worldwide,” 
in an open letter to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on the 
day he attended the signing 
of the Israeli-Jordanian peace 

The hardline Palestinian 
group said in a statement 
received in Damascus that 
“threats" from Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin "do 
not frighten us, because our 
supporters are ready to re- 


"Rabin takes responsibility 
for widening the battlefield; 
although we wanted to res; 
trici clashes to Palestinian 
territory." Hamas said. ! 

The Hamas statement,- 
which began with the words 
“Mr. President,” went on' 
“To attack Hamas is to attack 
all the Arab and Muslim peo-. 
pie. and this will have nega-i 
live consequences for al( 
those on the side of evil." < 
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Asia benefits from capital inflow, 
‘synchronised recovery’ of G-7 


MANILA (AFP) — Asia will 
lead the world in brisk econo- 
mic growth next year as the 
* industrialised world recovers 
from recession, and the reg- 
-ison will continue to get the 
bulk of capital inflow from 

'developed countries, experts 
'said Wednesday. 

International Monetary 
'Fund (IMF) officials told an 
‘international conference in 
the Philippines that the 
world's real gross domestic 
'product (GDP) output 
'growth would be 3.1 per cent . 
-Qiis year and 3.6 per cent in 
‘ 1995. compared with 1.7 per 
cent in 1993 and 2.3 per cent 
last year. 

( '-The World Bank said real 
GDP among Group of Seven 
’(G-7) industrialised countries 
would grow 2.5 per cent in 
-1994. 2.8 per cent next year 
and 2.9 per cent in 1996. 

- -while Asian economies would 
grow by 7.6 per cent, 7.2 per 
cent and 7.0 per cent respec- 
tively. 

East Asia, which includes 
China, would top the growth 

- table with 8.9 per cent, S.l 
“per cent and 7.6 per cent over 


the same period. 

“We in the World Bank 
see that this situation will 
persist for 10 years,” World 
Bank representative Shigeru 
Otsubo said. 

However, a World Bank 
study warned of a possible 
“boom and bust scenario" if 
higher than anticipated 
growth in the United States 
and Germany led to a monet- 
ary crunch because of infla- 
tionary pressures, “which in 
turn could cause a slowdown 
in economic activity in 1996.” 

The impact on Japan, a 
major trading partner of the 
two industrial giants, would 
intensify the shock waves, 
which the bank said would hit 
Latin America hardest, the 
Middle East and Africa also 
suffering. 

Even then East Asia would 
only suffer a “modest drop in 
outpur,” it said. 

Mr. Otsubo said the “syn- 
chronised recovery” of the 
G-7 countries, particularly 
the United States, Germany 
and Japan would account for 
the rosy outlook for 1995. 


Senior IMF economist 
David Coe said “large mar- 
gins of economic slack re- 
main m many countries” but 
there was a" "resilience of 
growth in the developing 
countries as a whole” in the 
last three years that “has 
been one of the most en- 
couraging features” of the 
global outlook. 

He attributed this to the 
recent growth in net capital 
inflows following a period of 
weakness due to the debt 
crisis. The total to developing 
countries averaged almost 
S100 billion a year between 
1990 and 1993 compared with 
S10 billion a year between 
1983 and 1989. 

Most of these inflows were 
in the form of direa foreign 
investment and are non-debt, 
but its distribution was un- 
even across regions and coun- 
tries. 

“In absolute terms, inflows 
tend to be concentrated in 
the largest economies, such 
as China and India, as well as 
successful middle-income 
countries,” Mr. Coe told the 


conference. 

“China is sucking all the 
investments out of South 
East Asia,” said Asian De- 
velopment Bank assistant 
chief economist Malcolm 
Dowling. He warned that 
China and Vietnam would 
dominate foreign investment 
in Asia at the expense of the 
rest of the sub-region. 

Mr. Otsubo said East Asia 
should be able to withstand a 
downturn in the developed 
countries. If the G-7 did well, 
its expons to these countries 
also improved, and if there 
were a downturn, the region 
would become a more attrac- 
tive investment area. 

“Whichever way the world 
goes. East Asia receives the 
purchasing power,” Mr. 
Otsubo said. 

He noted that despite its 
active export sector, most of 
China's growth would be 
accounted for by the domes- 
tic sector in the short term. 

“What really makes the 
Asian miracle is high rates of 
domestic savings and invest- 
ment,” Mr. Dowling said. 


Russia sees economic decline in ’95 


MOSCOW (R) — The Rus- 
sian economy, already’ reel- 

■ ‘mg from three years of mar- 

ket reforms, will contract 
\ further in 1995, but inflation 

■ ’ will slow, according to official 

documents presented 10 par- 
a liament. 

An economics ministry 
forecast said gross domestic 
1 'product (GDP) — a broad 
.measure of goods and scr- 
_ .' vices — would contract by six 
", or eight per cent next year. 

; Services, long-neglected in 
■*' the old, centralised Soviet 
economv. would continue to 
"Vgnra. 

Russia's GDP contracted 
. -18 per cent in 1992. the year 
the country launched a re- 
2 form programme designed to 
' create a market economy 
similar to that in the West. 

. ■ But the situation is no Ion- 
;ger quite so dire and GDP 
‘ fell a much lower 12 per cent 
r in 1993. The report said out- 


put had stopped falling in 
some sectors. 

“This bears witness to the 
first signs of stabilisation, or 
at least to the basis for stabi- 
lisation,” it said. 

A finance ministry docu- 
ment said Russia exp«^ed to 
bring inflation down to a 
year-on-year 27 or 30 per cent 
next year, after consumer 
price rises of ISO per cent in 
1994, 840 per cent in 1993 
and over 2,000 per cent in 
1992. 

The two documents were 
released as background to the 
debale on Russia's 1995 
budget, already agreed by the 
government in outline form, 
but still far from parliamen- 
tary approval. 

“The budget is a serious 
piece of work and a lot of 
thought has gone into it.” 
said one Western economist. 
"initial impressions are that 
— at the very least — they 


are trying.” 

Western experts say Russia 
must make controlling infla- 
tion its top economic priority', 
and they argue that other 
elements of economic life will 
fall inro place if price rises 
can be slowed. 

“Current levels are not low 
inflation,” one economist 
said. “Russia cannot sit back 
and say it has already brought 
inflation down a lot and it has 
done enough.” 

Russia monthly inflation 
rose 10 7.7 per cent in 
September, up from 4.5 per 
cent in August, but still well 
below rates around 20 per 
cent at the start of the year. 

Economists say the Octo- 
ber rate could be as high as 
15 per cent, pushed up 'by 3 
steep rouble fell last week 
which drove the cost of im- 
ported goods sharply higher. 

Acting central bank chair- 
man Tatyana Paramonova 


" China’s private sector booming 


■BEIJING l AFP l — The 
j rapid growth of Chinas pri- 
' yate sector has shown no sign 
_ of abating this year, with the 
•number 'of private firms 
"standing at 328,000 as of 
' June. a~37 per cent rise from 
■ the same month last year, a 
; Survey has said. 

‘ The nationwide joint sur- 
vey by the All-China Federa- 
•■non of Industry and Com- 
"'merce (ACFJC) and the 
’Beijing-based Horizon Mar- 
ket Survey and Analysis Co. 
^put the number of people 
* ‘employed in the sector at 
“5.01 million, up 34 per cent from 
June last vear. 


Total registered capital of 
all private firms topped 104.1 
billion yuan (S12 billion), the 
Xinhua" news agency dted the 
survey as saying. 

As well as' swift growth in 
the number of firms, the sur- 
vey showed that more than 
one third of existing private 
companies are significantly 
expanding and diversifying 
their operations. 

Many are launching joint 
ventures with overseas part- 
ners. establishing enterprise 
groups or engaging in under- 
takings on a share-holding 
basis, the survey said. 

The majority of private 


sector growth is the tertiary- 
sector. 'especially the service 
and entertainment indus- 
tries. 

Despite the sector's appa- 
rent prosperity, many private 
enterprises included" in the 
survey complained of difficul- 
ties in acquiring loans, tech- 
nical personnel, information 
services and good working 
conditions. 

In a report released in 
May. the ACFIC explicitly 
accused the government of 
being prejudiced against the 
private businessman who 
have been hard hit by a 
nationwide credit squeeze. 


told ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy the bank would intervene 
on foreign exchange markets 
to protect the rouble. 

She said the central bank's 
tasks were to “create a mod- 
ern banking system which 
would correspond to the scale 
of the country" and to im- 
prove the settlement system 
and make more effective use 
of monetary policy instru- 
ments. 

The budget, which envis- 
ages a deficit of 8.8 per cent 
of GDP, is certain to face 
bitter opposition from a 
series of special interest 
groups, ranging from farms to 
firms and the military. 

Interfax News Agency 
Monday quoted Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev as 
saying the military share of 
the budget was “clearly in- 
sufficient." 

Finance ministry officials 
have said they will use “non- 
inflationary means” to close 
the budget gap. 

This includes international 
loans and domestic securities. 
The finance ministry has 
already tapped domestic 
security markets . 


OECD/WTO: Trans- Atlantic clash seen * 
over world economic command posts 


PARIS (AFP) — The United 
States and the European Un- 
ion (EU) seem headed for a 
showdown in the next few 
weeks over who should be at 
the controls in two top inter- 
national economic bodies, 
senior European diplomats 
said. 

They saw a possible “open 
confrontation” by end- 
November over the top posts 
in the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO), due to start 
operating in Geneva next 
January, and in the Paris- 
based Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD). 

Asian countries, including 
Japan, now also appear eager 
to vie for positions reflecting 
their rising weight in the 
world economy, they said. 

In the WTO, the trans- 
Atlantic row over the choice 
of the WTO's first director 
general could be complicated 
by Asia joining the fray, 
Geneva and Paris diplomats 
said. 

Japan and other Pacific re- 
gion countries now support a 
South Korean candidate 
against the Americans' 
favourite, Mexico's outgoing 
President Carlos Salinas de 
Gortari. and Italy's former 
trade minister Renato Rug- 
giero, strongly backed by the 
EU. 

In the OECD, the U.S. 
and the EU still remain at 
loggerheads over who should 


be the organisation’s next 
secretary general, the sources 
said. 

They said France and 
Canada are making a joint 
effort to secure a compromise 
deal for their respective 
candidates, Jean-Claude 
Paye, the French incumbent, 
and Canadian ex-minister 
Donald Johnston. 

The proposed deal would 
allow Mr. Paye to stay on for 
two years, with Mr. Johnston 
succeeding him for a full five- 
year mandate. 

Lobbying and horse- 
trading for both posts axe 
going on at the “highest 
levels," a European diplomat 
commentecL 

“What we see is a battle for 
influence on the working of 
the two institutions well into 
the next century,” a well- 
placed official said. 

The U.S. appears particu- 
larly well aware of their 
strategic importance as major 
links in the network of multi- 
lateral bodies that manage 
the world economy, he said. 

EU officials have accused 
Washington of enc 
the candidacies of ' 
nas for the WTO and Mr. 
Johnston for the OECD to 
“keep a handle” on the two 
bodies. 

A review of the multilater- 
al system was launched this 
summer on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Bretton Woods conference. 


which sez up the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank. 

The review, reflecting 
dramatic changes on the 
world economic scene — in- 
cluding the emergence of 
Asian and Larin American 
nations as major players and 
the market revolution in 
formerly communist states — 
will be in focus at next year's 
summit of Group of Seven 
leaders in Halifax, Canada. 

Diplomats here recognise 
there is no formal link be- 
tween the choice of the beads 
of the OECD and the WTO, 
which is to take over from the 


; the body overseeing world 
trade. 

“But if the WTO job goes 
to Salinas, we must have a 
European at the OECD,” 
one European ambassador 


quarter of the iofonnal to to* 
A consensus is required to 
name the WTO chief and a 
decision must be made by 
early December. 

Another sounding is to be 
completed by Nov. 7. wah 


Geneva diplomats said 
Tuesday the latest soundings 
by GATT council chairman 
Andraz Szeepesi of Hungary 
point to a three-way stand-off 
over the WTO post. 

They said Mr. Ruggiero 
secured the support of about 
one -third of the votes of 90 
GATT members which re- 
sponded. out of a total of 
125. 

Mr. Salinas obtained jest 
over one-quarter and South 
Korea's Trade Minister Choi 
Su Kim just under one- 


name two candidates by 
order of p ref e re nce. 

If the deadlock still con- 
tinues, the focus ought shift 
to a compromise candidate. 
New Zealand trade official 
Burdon and former 
premier Carl Bikh 
are among names cited. 

At the OECD, the outlook 
is equally unclear. When Mr. 
Paye. backed by the EU for 
another term, left his post at 
end-September, Swedish 
ambassador Staffan Sohbnan 
was named a caretaker until 
'Nov. 30. an iropfick deadline. 

The United States, which 
blocked a further term for 
Mr. Paye, has still to respond 
to the proposed Franco- 
Canadran com p romise solu- 
tion. 

Some European diplomats 
meanwhile criticise Paris and 
Ottawa for not withdrawing 
their candidates. 

“They have put national 
prestige ahead, preventing 
some very good people from 
showing interest,” a senior 
diplomat said, citing Mr. 
Ruggiero and Henning 
Christophersen, the outgoing 
Danish EU commission vice- 
president, as examples. 


Dollar seen weak without intervention, rate hike 


TOKYO (R) — A combina- 
tion of concerted interven- 
tion by central banks and 
U.S. interest rate hikes is the 
only salvation for the ailing 
dollar. Tokyo dealers have 
said. 

Even if those conditions 
are met. some expect the 
dollar to hit a new post- 
World War II low against the 
yen. which they say is neces- 
sary to form a market consen- 
sus’ that the dollar has finally 
bottomed out. 

"I don’t think the 96.40 
yen marked on Tuesday is the 
end of the story.” a 'senior 
dealer at Mitsubishi Bank 
said. 

"The dollar needs to fall to 
a new low for it to clear its 
slate before joint interven- 
tion jolts it up again.” he 
added. 

The U.S. trade deficit and 
confusion about U.S. policy 
in recent weeks has plagued 


the dollar. 

A combination of joint in- 
tervention and U.S. interest 
rate bikes could support the 
dollar, but the Nov. S U.S. 
mid-term elections are ex- 
pected to complicate the tim- 
ing of both intervention and 
rate hikes, dealers said. 

This is because interest 
rate hikes could be politically 
unpopular, and a sustained 
campaign of intervention by 
the U.S. central bank could 
draw domestic political critic- 
ism as being expensive and 
wasteful. 

“The Federal Reserve 
(Fed) will have its hands tied 
until the mid-term elections.” 
a senior U.S. bank dealer 
said. 

As the elections near, he 
expected the market to sell 
dollars because of a belief 
that U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's Democratic Party will 


lose ground in the polls. Tachi. manager of treasury 

“The Fed dislikes political sales at Midland Bank. said, 
factors affecting the currency Hiking U.S. interest rates 
market, so it may call for by 0.75 per cent at the Feder- 
joint intervention," he said, al Open Market Committee 
“If central banks inter- (FOMC) meeting on Nov. 15 
vene. the dollar could recov- would help the dollar, he 
er somewhat.” Masamichi said. 


HO W THE 

BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE 
GET THAT WAV 


They shop at 

$;«dajani’S 

Gold & Gems 
Jewelry 

Amra Hotel Shops. 
6th Circle. Amman. 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



MIND YOU, SHE'S VERV 
OPEN. SHE'S ALREADY 
CONFESSED THAT SHE'S 
A BOOZER, BONE IDLE 
ANDMAN MAD ' 



Mutt‘nMeff 



WHEN I WAS 
I COURTING MILLIE'S I 
(MOTHER, SHE SAT 
ON ONE SIDE OF 
THE ROOM AND 
I SAT ON THE 
OTHi 




THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“My very first girlfriend told me I was 
cute as a bug. Two weeks later 
she called an exterminator!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 





mm 


IIMsLIMRi 





■anna 


■ 

■ 

• 

• 

5 


lEDZSSa 

H 

* 

1 

■ 

HI 



Now arrange the dieted k 
form the surprise answer, 
gested by the abova cartoon. 


Saturday's J 


[Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BISON GUISE SIMILE SIPHON 
Answer. What the donut bakarjava his son when ha 

ratkad —THE HOLE BUSINESS 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY OCTOBER 2*, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroS Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES'. Accepting your friends as they are 
instead of Dying to change them today w3 work out best for you in 
the long run. Seay within your budget and avoid tricky individuals 
who request your support. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19] 
bring yoo quite a good deal of 
day to plan a trip with your 


ew idea in the morning 
r the future. This is a good 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Some foolish thought could get you 
in trouble in the morning. Try to please your mate by agreeing with 
some demand which is revealed. 

GEM2NL- (May 21 to June 21) Patch up some misunderstanding with 
a fellow asso c ia t e and have a better understanding in the future. 
Think logically about an idea. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) You have a fine idea in the 
morning about how to be more efficient at your occupation. Take 
care not to lose your temper. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Use your intuition about the kind of 
amusements you want to enjoy with good friends. Come to an 
undemanding with your mate about events. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Don't let a foolish remark 
from a family member disturb your plans for having more harmony 
at home. Dress well this evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You get an unexpected 
~n m mmrica Do n in the morning which can spark your activities. Take 
short trip with your loved ones to see people. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) After breakfast, you get a 
fine idea for improving your lot in life. A very successful individual 
also gives good advice to you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) That personal 
you get in the morning should indude others as well. Tonight, join 
an interesting group and have a fine tune. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 10 January 20) Confide your ambitions 
to your mate and gain support for them. Them enjoy some recreation 
together which you can both participate in 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A friend can give you fine 
ideas for making your personal life as you want it to be. Be 
gregarious and bring out your finest talents. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Listen to ideas of one who is • 
important in your vocation and benefit from them. Take it easy 
tonight and rest up for the weekend. 

Birthstone of October. Opal Tourmaline 
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Hong Kong world’s best city for business, Fortune says 


NEW YORK { AP) — Land- 
lords charge outrageous 
rents, streets teem with traf- 
fic and the takeover by com- 
munist China looms less than 
three years away. But Hong 
Kong is the best place in the 
world for business. 

So says Fortune magazine, 
which crowned Britain's capi- 
talist enclave no. 1 in its 
first-ever global ranking of 
the most attractive commer- 
cial centres. 

New York City, once a 
symbol of U.S. urban decay, 
ranks No. 2 in Fortune’s list, 
helped by its pre-eminence as 
a Mecca of the information 
age — advertising, television 
and other media conglomer- 
ates. 

The ranking appears in 
Fortune’s Nov. 14 issue, due 
out next Monday. 

Multinational trade agree- 
ments and growing markets 
in the Pacific rim. South 
America and eastern Europe 
required a worldwide 
appraisal of business centres. 


the twice-monthly business 
glossy said in "explaining its 
latest variation on the" list 
theme. 

That approach put Hong 
Kong on top, since it adjoins 
China, the world's fastest- 
growing economy and biggest 
single consumer market with 
more than one billion people. 

The British colony's super- 
ior telecommunications, ship- 
ping facilities and low busi- 
ness taxes also make it the 
best place for entree to the 
rest of Asia’s fast-growing 
economies. Fortune said. 

Never mind that Hong 
Kong property owners charge 
some of the highest commer- 
cial rents anywhere: more 
than S96 3 square foot 
annually ($1,000 a square 
metre), triple the New York 
rate. Never mind that Hong 
Kong is one of the most 
congested urban areas, with 
nearly six milion people on a 
spit of land and adjoining 


southern China's Guangdong 
province. 

Most important. Fortune 
reasoned, the impending 
Takeover of Hong Kong when 
Britain’s lease expires in 1997 
isn’t causing much anxiety. 
On the contrary. Hong Kong 
is now seen as the best step- 
pingstone into China, with an 
intricate web of business and 
personal connections un- 
matched anywhere else- 

Officially, the Chinese gov- 
ernment has guaranteed that 
Hong Kong's capitalist sys- 
tem will survive for at least 50 
vears after the takeover in 
June 1997. 

In what might be consi- 
dered another unlikely win- 
ner. New York took the No. 
2 spot despite a reputation 
for high taxes, crime and 
crowds. Fortune, which is 
headquartered in New York, 
said the Big Apple is getting 
friendlier. 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani 
has cracked down on 
panhandlers and other nui- 


the city and has funnelled 
money into Broadway and 
other cultural centres. 

Third-ranked London, 
which Fortune called “the 
unchallenged financial and 
communications heart of 
Europe.” also boasts a thriv- 
ing arts scene and safe 
streets. 

Home to CNN Television. 
Coca-Cola and the 1996 sum- 
mer Olympics, Atlanta 
earned Fortune's No. 4 spot. 
No. 5 Chicago remains an 
essential transportation cen- 
tre with the world’s largest 
airport and rail links to both 
coasts. 

Sixth -ranked Singapore 
offers lower rents and a bet- 
ter quality of life than Hong 
Kong, Fortune noted. With 
its proximity to China and 
other Asia markets, it could 
"cash in as a discount Hong 
Kong.” 

Fortune highlighted 


Toronto’s chance to benefit 
from the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, San 
Francisco’s world-class uni- 
versities and Frankfurt’s 
dominance of European 
banking in naming the 
seventh, eighth and ninth- 
ranked cities. Miami, cited 
for its strong ties to Larin 
American commerce, round- 
ed out the top ten. 

Twenty other U.S. metro 
areas earned spots in the top 
fifth, although they weren't 
ranked: Baltimore, Boston, 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dal- 
las. Denver, Detroit, Hous- 
ton, Kansas City, Los 
Angeles, Minneapolis-St. 
Paul. Philadelphia, Phoenix, 
Pittsburgh, Portland, Ore., 
St. Louis, San Diego, Seattle, 
Tampa and Washington. 

Outside the United States, 
Fortune listed Barcelona, 
Beijing, Berlin, Bombay, 
Brussels, Buenos Aires, 
Dubai, Geneva, Jakarta, Jed- 


dah. Johannesburg, Madrid, 
Mexico City, Milan, Mos- 
cow, Nairobi, Paris, Prague, 
Sao Paulo, Seoul, Shanghai,. 
Stockholm, Sydney, Taipei, 
Tel Aviv, Tokyo. Vienna. 
Warsaw and Zurich. 

Fortune said it compiled 
the list from data amassed by 
Moran Stahl and Boyer, a 
managing consulting- firm 
that specialises in business 
locations. The rankings were 
based on criteria that in- 
cluded costs, government 
friendliness and potential for 
market growth. 

The best-cities list is the 
latest twist on a ranking 
theme that Fortune helped 
pioneer with its flagship For- 
tune 500 list of biggest U.S. 
industrial companies!, For- 
tune also compiles its own 
rankings of the biggest U.S. 
service companies, biggest in- 
ternational companies and 
most-admired U.S. ^com- 
panies. ! 


World securities regulators agree to 
address problem of ‘uncooperative’ markets 


Abu Dhabi plans 3 
new industrial zones 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — - Following are the buying and selling j 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and ! 
bullion markets Tuesday. 

U-S. $1.00 costs 1.3480/90 Canadian dollar 

1.4969/79 Deutschemarks 

1.6779/89 Dutch guilders 

1.2506/16 Swiss francs 

3Q.82/S6 Belgian francs 

5.1245/95 French francs 

1530.4/1.9 Italian lire 

97.01/11 Japanese yen 

7.0647/47 Swedish crowns 

6.5087/37 Norwegian crowns 

5.8430/80 Danish crowns 

One sterling SI .6325/35 
One ounce of gold $388.70/389.20 


TOKYO (AFP) — World 
securities regulators have 
wound up their annual meet- 
ing here with an accord tc 
tackle the problem posed by 
“uncooperative” jurisdic- 
tions, without naming those 
which fail to paly by accepted 
rules. 

The International Orga- 
nisation of Securities Com- 
missions (TOSCO) also 
agreed to admit five new 
members from Macedonia. 
Zambia, Luxembourg. Brazil 
and Japan, boosting its mem- 
bership to 115. 

The main achievement of 
the conference, the first held 
in Asia, was the adoption of a 
resolution on basic principles 
for high regulatory standards 
and mutual cooperation and 
assistance. 

Securities and futures au- 
thorities still faced obstacles 
“in obtaining necessary in- 


formation from under- 
regulated and uncooperative 
jurisdictions.” the resolution 
said. 

"When such information is 
unavailable because it is lo- 
cated in an under-regulated 
and uncooperative jurisdic- 
tions, enforcement efforts 
can be compromised,” it 
said, without naming which 
countries were concerned. 

The IOSCO executive cal- 
led for all members of the 
19-year-old association . 
which groups securities com- 
missions from around 70 
countries, to prepare reports 
assessing their ability to 
cooperate with foreign reg- 
ulators. 

"This resolution consti- 
tutes a clear statement by 
IOSCO of its intention to 
monitor closely the ability of 
its members to obtain " in- 
formation from other juris- 


dictions and to take appropri- 
ate steps to improve the 
situation," the group said in 
its final communique. 

Jean Saint-Geours, the 
president of France's Com- 
mission des Operations de 
Bourse and outgoing chair- 
man of the IOSCO technical 
committee, refused to iden- 
tify which jurisdictions were 
being targetted by the group. 

"Tne whole approach is 
not to pillory or label any 
specific market with some 
kind of reputation which 
would put it beyond the pale 
of the international commun- 
ity." he told a news confer- 
ence. 

But Mr. Saint-Geours said 
"guidance notes will be circu- 
lated” after the reprots are 
received by the IOSCO sec- 
retariat. “We hope some of 
these markets will be less 
uncooperative after that,” he 


added. 

The final communique also 
called for further joint work 
with the Basle committee of 
the Bank for International 
Settlements which, along 
with IOSCO, issued a report 
earlier this year on the prob- 
lems of regelating over-the- 
counter derivatives, 

Mr. Saint-Geours said 
monitoring such instruments 
was important for the stabil- 
ity of an increasingly complex 
world financial system. 

“Making it work is as com- 
plex as launching a rocket, a 
very complex rocket, not into 
space but into time," he said. 

Other reports released at 
the conference included one 
dealing with the regulation of 
cross-border screen-based 
trading systems and another 
offering 10 guiding principles 
for regulating collective in- 
vestment schemes. 


ABU DHABI (R) — Abu 
Dhabi, a major oil producer, 
plans to set up three indust- 
rial free zones including one 
focusing on petrochemidas, a 
senior industrial official has 
said. 

“We are encouraging all 
investors from the United 
Arab Emirates and abroad... 
as foreigners can hold up to 
49 per cent (of any UAE 
venture)” said Essa Al 
Ateek, director-general of 
Abu Dhabi’s General Indus- 
try Corp (GIC). 

Abu Dhabi is the largest of 
seven members of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
produces most of its oil. 

The project, still at the 
planning stage, envisages one 
zone near Abu Dhabi city, 
one in the city of Al Ain and 
one in the west of die emirate 
near the oil complex at 
Ruweis. 


FOR RENT fr SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For t'nore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


JR-SAt 



IwAUD JARRAR CO.i 

9 Tel. 7761 99 - 692779 H 
1 Fax 781 681 J 

S TA URA(1T 


JAMAL TRADING & 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished 8 unfurnished 
Villas & Apartments 
Buyinq & Selling 
Land & Property 

Teii 

688816-681113 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your .colour film ac 
our shop and, get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
siM 30 % iargmr 

* Free mntargo- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Sbmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 ^ 

/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MangojiaQ8ariMquefor 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: >18214 - 

Come and taste our 


6:30 - Midnight 
Mr ConcStioned HaU 


J A SECURE- 

FLATOTEL 

Sweiflyeh 


JgjpHFIat.O.TeS 

f^SECURCTY 

^HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY. 



Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 


The fintO best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TakflawajrlimBBNa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — MidnigSt 

Tef. 638968 . 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
Mondayr^rlnks /yi NighLLong 

Buy One (M 

A Menu of Delicious Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fa/. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeteanl 


r # I 

I 52EEffWAH 6ARBEHS 
HfJNESE RESTfiORflK? 

Typical ehisEs® F ecrts 

Skffled Chinese Oafs 

| Omiiao-reo&m-Mxu^i [ 
Take avfsy is ava&aBrte 
Shaf Al-Arab Sima 
Urn unainat j Commensal Centre 

Tel.: 861174 

.Bik* lasted Munys LevtdJ 


To Suit All 
Budgets 
FURNISHED 
^UNFURNISHED 
VILLAS & LOTS 
OF FLATS -• 

FORHENT 

Jordan Property. 
:J " Consultants : 
cec- Tel.< 829882 
Fax. 829863 


'©7T^ 


HAVE YOUR GRILL 
CHOOSE YOUR 
SAUCE AND 

ENJOY A FREE 


" — / Restaurant 

^FRENCH QUISUJE^jJ 



Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 

SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



Time Out Bar ! ! 


Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandw iche s 
.CrHarobnrgeSfT'v 



One and two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For f:. 
Short or Lon g Stay * j 
! 5th Circle 

I 674563-674551 5 


OmniLmk 


Deluxe Fnrolshfd Offices. 

■ Secretana! Services. * Courier Services. 

■ Traraknon 8c Interpreting. * Facsimile. 

And many Other services 


Shrasaam ■ Hzmzeh Crater • Manioa Sl 
P.O. Bai 930121* Amman 11193Jod*n. 

TeL6779© Fa OS2-6) 693197- 



© Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & 

Excel lent Snacks (?p 

©Open Noons ^ «Jj 

& Evenings " J 



f Kurdi Stores ! 

, ■ Suwaifiah Tel. 82710^® 



Mr. Ateek said it was not 
yet clear how much the zones 
would cost or what kind of 
industrial projects could be set 
up there, although the 
Ruwais zone will be fqr pet- 
rochemicals. • 

He said Abu Dhabi cur- 
rently had three industrial 
areas. 

Like other Arab* Gulf 
states, the UAE is keen to 
diversify its economy, away 
from reliance on fluctuating 
oil prices. 

The UAE emiraje of 
Dubai has set up a, large 
industrial zone at Jebel Ali 
which includes a big alumi- 
nium smelter. 

The zones would be given 
infrastructure and investors 
helped with finance by the 
GIC. Mr. Ateek said. The 
zones would streamline in- 
vestment bureaucracy,.' creat- 
ing a “one-stop shopC’ 

The GCC, owned by Abu 
Dhabi, runs about eight fac- 
tories including cement 
plants and flour milqs and 
also licences non-oil .indust- 
rial projects in the emirate, 
Mr. Ateek said. Z 
The UAE does not have 
direct taxes. Mr. Ateek said 
imports and exports Sy fac- 
tories in the zone would be 
free of the four per cent 
customs tariff charged on 
some goods since August. 

Mr. Ateek said GIC would 
cooperate in the western 
zone with Abu Dhabi Nation- 
al Oil Company (ADNOC), 
which runs an oil refinery at 
Ruwais. Local press reports 
have said a billion-dollar pet- 
rochemicals plant is being 
planned for the areas, 

“If ADNOC are going to 
.build a big petrochemicals 
plant then GIC won’t. .We're 
not going to compete with 
them. But there will be space 
for GIC to set up some small 
projects," he said. 

Africa to : 
triple coffee 
income 
in 94/95 

ABIDJAN (R) — African 
countries could earn up to $3 
billion from coffee in 1994/95 
against $900 million last year 
after a huge rise in the world 
price, the security general of 
the Inter African Coffee 
Organisation (IACO), Arega 
Worku, said. 

But in a statement to mark 
the creation of the Associa- 
tion of Coffee Producing 
Countries (ACPC) a year ago 
he said a fall in African out- 
put had limited the benefits 
of the price hike. 

“African production fell by 
35 per cent between 1991 and 
1993 mainly due to the dis- 
couragement of farmers by 
poor prices and political 
problems in a number of 
countries," he said. 

Robusta coffee had risen 
from $900 a tonne in April 
1993 to $4,000 in July 1994 as 
a producers' export retention 
scheme and two frosts in Bra- 
zil cut supply, he said. 

He said speculator fond 
activity had caused volatility 
in the market since th'6n de- 
spite a prolonged drought in 
Brazil, which added; to the 
frost damage. / ; i 

"This volatility is likely to 
continue around an indicator 
price of 200 cents a pound 
($4,400 a tonne)." he; said. 

Last Friday the Interna- 
tional Coffee Organisation 
indicator prices for robusta 
and Arabica were aroufid 171 
and 201 cents a pound respec- 
tively. ■ 








■ 
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Becker unsettled by split court in Stokholm 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) 
— .Germany’s Boris Becker 
Wednesday hit out at the 
“lower quality of tennis" 
produced by having two 
courts in the same arena at 
the $1.47 million Stockholm 
Open..^ 

The /.centre court at the 
Globe arena has been split to 
allow; spectators to enjoy two 


Sdcth'seed Boris Becker, a 
Wimbledon champion, 
said-tie was distracted by the 
doubles match during his re- 
venge .victory over American 
RichBy: Reneberg Tuesday, 


Bet3$ r had lost to him in the 
fireCr&ind of the U.S. Open 
twa^Bjonths ago. 

tf&dng the first 10 mi- 
11 could not concen- 

Crater-^. was watching Agassi 
pla^Jjs doubles. Anyway, to 
hafc.Ptjro courts side by side 
lowers the quality of tennis,” 
Becker said. 

On Tuesday, Becker and 
Andrei Kafelnikov breezed 
into the third round of the 
tournament as the first seeds 
went into action Becker the 
highest currently playing, 
beat-Reneberg 7-6, (7-3), 6-1. 

‘•Tt: was a well-played 
match’,' a typical serve-and- 




wel/arid took advantage of 
my, chances in the second 
se£.',said the three-time win- 
ner' of die event after the 
mat£h r 

2^1, .was more fired up than 




usual' and it showed in the 
matrix'” said the German, 


round byes. 

Kafelnikov, seeded 11th, 
beat Frenchman Guy Forget, 
a finalist in the tournament in 
1992, 7-6 (7-4). 6-4. 

Two other seeded players, 
who also saw action Tuesday, 
were eliminated. Frenchman 
Amaud Boetsch, a two-time 


quarterfinalist at the Stock- 
holm Open in 1992 and 1993, 
beat 14th-seeded Thomas 
Muster of Austria 7-6 (7-4), 
6-1 while talented Italian 
Gaudenzi defeated 16th- 
seeded Richard Krajicek of 
the Netherlands 6-4, 1-6, 6-3. 

In Tuesday's first round 


action, Russian Andrei Ches- 8), 6-2. 

nokov defeated Bemd Kar- Three Swedes made it to 

bacher of Germany 7-6 (8-6), the second round. Christian 


beat Henrik Holm in an all- 
Swedish encounter 6-2. 6-4. 

This year’s open muster its 
strongest field ever with all 
top 20 players except Alberto 
Berasategui of Spain and 
Magnus Gustafsson of 
Sweden. The Swede with- 
drew because of injury. 

The field includes winners 
of four tournaments Sunday 
. — Andre Agassi (Vienna, 
Austria), Michael Chang 
(Beijing), Stefan £dberg 
(Hong Kong) and Marc Ros- 
set (Lyon, France). 

The Globe Arena's 
medium-fast surface is likely 
to suit Agassi, a strong base- 
line player. However, serve- 
and-volley specialists have 
dominated this event for 
several years. 

The 24-year-old American 
has not played in Stockholm 
since 1990, when he lost his 
opening match to Nicklas 
Kulri of Sweden, who will be 
his first opponent this year. 

Kulti showed strong form 
when beating France’s Cedric 
Pioline 6-2, 2-6, 7-5 in his 
opening match. 

Guran Ivanisevic, who lsot 
last year's final, is the no. 2 
seed behind Pete Sampras, 
the world's number one play- 
er. Stich, the defending 
champion, is no .3 followed 
by French Open champion 
Sergi Bruguera and Stefan 
Edberg. 

Ed berg, who won back-to- 
back Stockholm Open titles 
in 1986-87, avenged last 
year's loss to Richard Kra- 
jicek here by winning Sun- 


Peugeot separates 
from McLaren 


PARIS (AP) — Peugeot will 
separate from the McLaren 
Formula One team and join 
forces with Jordan Grand 
Prix. the head of automobiles 
peugeot said Tuesday. 

The move will terminate 
the McLaren-Peugeot asso- 
ciation after one year, said 
Frederic Saint-Geours, direc- 
tor of Automobiles peugeot, 
a division of PSA Peugeot- 
Citroen, France's largest 
automaker. 


“the single most important 
decision I have had to 
make.” 


“I believe this partnership 
offers us the best long-term 
possibility for success,” Jor- 
dan said. “It takes us a step 
closer to achieving our ulti- 
mate goal, and that is win- 
ning the Formula One world 
championship.” 


Peugeot will supply its 
three-litre. 10-cylinder en- 
gine to Jordan from next 
season for three years, Saint- 
Geours said. 


“We had previous discus- 
sions with Jordan last year, 
and if we hadn't tied the knot 
with McLaren for our first 
season, we most probably 
would have chosen Jordan,” 
said Jean-Pierre Jabouille, 
director of Peugeot’s sport 
division and a former Grand 
Prix winner. 


McLaren is looking else- 
where and speculation is that 
Mercedes will announce its ^ 
association with the British 
team in Stuttgart, Geimany, 
Friday. 

Peugeot has dominated 
sports-prototype racing and 
won the prestigious Le Mans 
24 hours endurance race 


In October 1993 Peugeot 
and McLaren announced a 
collaboration that was to 
have lasted four years. - 

The Jordan team “certain- 
ly proved its worth in 1994,” 
Jabouille said. “This new 
partnership with a major en- 
gine manufacturer will now 
give Jordan the boost it needs 
to quickly become one of the 
top teams in Grand Prix rac- 
ftig.'* 


non to Formula One. 

In Formula One, Peugeot 
joined forces with McLaren 
and made seven top-three 
finishes in 14 races this ytar. 
but scored no victories in a 
season dominated by 
Benetton-Ford and Ger- 
many's Michael Schumacher. 

With two races left in the 
F-l season. McLaren- 
Peugeot is fourth in the con- 
structors standings behind 
Benetton-Ford, Williams- 
Renault and Ferrari. 


ited States overcome Jonas Fromberg, also of Australia, 
Svensson of Sweden 7-6 (10- 6-1. 7-6 (9-7). and Jan Apell 


Eddie Jordan, owner of the 
Jordan F-l team, called the 
relationship with Peugeot 


McLaren had won the con- 
structors championship six 
times in the 1980s, four times 
with Honda which ended its 
Formula One activity in 1992. 

Jordan now has engines 
supplied by Hart while Mer- 
cedes is currently with the 
Sauber team. 


fiEFA rejects AC Milan appeal 


ZURICH (R) — UEFA 
Wednesday rejected an 
appeal by AC Milan against a 
decision to dock the Italian 
tide two points for a bottle- 
ti^yjng incident during a 
champions’ league tie against 
Salzburg. 

“.The European Football 


;;ihe European Football 
Unions board of appeal has 
confirmed that AC Milan will 
have .two champions’ league 


Italian, club's stadium will be 
susf^qded,” UEFA said in a 
statement after a hearing in 
Zu(icji. ; 


European champions 
Milan had appealed against a 
UEFA ruling that they fore- 
feit the two points and play 
their next two home matches 
in the champions' league at 
least 300 km from the city, 
leaving them at the bottom of 
their group. 

UEFA’s disciplinary com- 
mittee also ruled that the 
result of the Sept. 28 match 
— 3-0 to Milan — should 
stand, a decision which 


water bottle thrown from the 
Milan stands. 

“The board of appeal felt 
that AC Milan should be held 
responsible for the bottle- 
throwing incident involving 
the goalkeeper of Casino 
Salzburg,” UEFA’s state- 
ment said. 

“After hearing evidence 
from witnesses summoned 
and following examination of 
the documents submitted, the 
board of appeal derided to 
uphold the- -initial verdict by 
the control and disciplinary 
committee." • 


Gabon top team to 
fold for lack of cash 


LIBREVILLE (R) — 
Gabon's top soccer team AS 
Sogara is to fold because 
their main sponsor no longer 
has enough money, the daily 
L'Union newspaper reported 
Wednesday. As Sogara, 
national league champions 
for the past four years with a 
place in the next African 
Qub Champions Cup, would 
be wound up next month, the 
Gabonese paper said. The 
board of the Sodete Gabo- 
naise de Raffinage (Sogara). 


Lion. Once South took a diamond 
preference. North fait justified in 
moving toward slam. With good 
trumps South had no qualms about 




and run a side suit, they have to ruff 


have trumps to burn that’s the hap- 




lurrenderiaga tridr in the suit 
ipy.Moyse, a staunch advocate 
) major-suit fits, would have 


red suits broke 3-3 — not an odds-on 
favorite. Instead. South found a line 


that would succeed even, if both red 


chibs from the board. Now dummy 



PEUGEOT 306 New From Peugeot Family 


SOLE AGENTS 

THE UNITED AUTOMOBILES TRADING CO. 

King Hussein Street-Abdali Tel 665731/2 IRBED Tel. 244725/Hakama Street 


IDALtOWEIl 


AT THE CELLAR WHERE 
EVERYTHING ON MONDAY 
OCTOBER 31 WILL BE 
PERFECTLY EXECUTED 
INCLUDING SOME GUESTS 



Shmcisani - Opp. Peking Restaurant. Tel. 666144 - 689671/2 


Tel.: 634144 I Cinema 


Tel.: 618174 . 618Z75 


PHILADELPHIA 


AMMOUN THEATRE I NabU A1 Masbini Theatre 


Yusra, Safiyah Al Omari 
and Mahmoud Hamidah -in 

AI Muhajer 
(Immigrant) 


Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 



QUICK 


Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad In social Com- 
edy . 

* ‘PUNCTURED 
* 'BAG” 


Shows; 12:30. 3 JO. 5:00. 6 JO. 8 JO. 10:30 


Presents: 

The political satire: 

AI Salem Ya Salem ” 

Dally at 8:30 pjn. 

Saturd ay & Sunday Is JtK 
theatre’* holiday. 
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Africa hints World Cup boycott could be last resort 
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NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Africa confederation presi- 
dent Issa Hayatou hinted at a 
boycott of African nations if 
they are not given two extra 
World Cup finals places. 

Hayatou told AFP Tues- 
day he was determined to 
obtain the extra places for the 
World Cop finals in France in 
1998- 

Bat Hayatou warned re- 
percussions could be serious 
if Africa did not have then- 
way. He said if FIFA’s execu- 
tive committee ruled iu 
Europe’s favour, “any thing 


Hayatou implied there 
could be a boycott of African 
nations, without saying it 
directly. In 1966, Africa de- 
cided to boycott the play-off 
against Asia in order to have 
the right to be represented in 


He said the increase of 
teams in the World Cup finals 
from 24 to 32 countries 
should allow world football 
to rebalance the football map 
in the sport’s showpiece 

event. 

“Our positi on, which we 
have oven to FIFA, has al- 
ways been the same — we 
want two extra places to 
bring up the number of Afri- 
can representatives up to 
five,” Hayatou said. 

For Hayatou, it was out of 


the question that Europe 
have^ 16 teams in the next 

“To our great surprise, the 
Europeans want three extra 
places, not counting hosts 
France, which would bring 
them half of the total. It’s 
unthinkable and a total injus- 
tice. 

“We cannot accept that, 
particularly as the decision 
taken will remain for a very 
long time and therefore influ- 
ence the future of Africa.” 

Nevertheless, on th e da y 
before his meeting with FIFA 
President Joao Havelange 
and the other confederation 
presidents, Hayaton re- 
mained confident. 

“It is imperative things 
change. Africa has many 
teams which would do very 
well in a World Cup finals," 
he added, referring to coun- 
ties such as Morocco, Alger- 
ia, Egypt, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Jvory Coast, Cameroon, 
Senegal, Zaire, Zambia, and 
South Africa. 

“For me, it is symptomatic 
of every World Cup that 
Africa presents new teams 
which play almost always 
very well. That proves we are 
under represented in regard 
to our value.” 

From now on numerous 
meetings take place. 


On Tuesday evening, Afri- 
ca, Asia and Concacaf were 
due to meet. Wednesday 
morning, the presidents of all 
the confederations meet Joao 
Havelange to hammer out an 
agreement, with a final deci- 
sion to be made by FIFA's 
executive committee meeting 
.Thursday. 

FIFA General Secretary 
Sepp Blatter predicted Tues- 
day that Europe will get at 
least two more spots in the 
1998 World Cup and the 
other regional federations 
will gain at least one addi- 
tional spot. 

This year, Europe got 13 
spots. South America and 
Africa got three each, and 
Asia and the North and Cen- 
tral American and Caribbean 
regions (Concacaf) got two 
each. The final spot was de- 
termined in a playoff among 
teams from South America, 
Concacaf and Oceania and 
was won by Argentina. 

Blatter said the proposal 
being discussed would give 
Europe 15 spots (including 
France as the host nation); 
South America (including 
Brazil as the defending cham- 
pion) four; Africa four; a 
combined Asia-Oceania re- 
gion four: and Concacaf 
three. 

He said the final three 


spots, under this plan, were 
being fought for by Europe. 
South America and Africa. 

“Europe would like to 
have 16, South America 
would like to have five and 
Africa would like to have 
five, so there is one too 
much,” Blatter said. 

FIFA’s executive commit- 
tee, which will have the final 
say, also is considering a 
slight change in the alloca- 
tion of spots in the 16-team 
Olympic tournament. Cur- 
rently, Europe gets five 
berths, while Africa, Con- 
cacaf and Asia-Oceania get 
three each and South Amer- 
ica two. The change would 
shift Oceania’s playoff for a 
berth: Instead of opposing 
Asia, it will play Concacaf. 

The executive committee 
also will consider lifting the 
ban on international play by 
Yugoslavia. The ban, im- 
posed in the spring of 1992, 
prevented Yugoslavia from 
competing at the 1992 Euro- 
pean championship. 

Concerning the 1996 
Olympics, Blatter said FIFA 
told U.S. officials that Legion 
Field in Birmingham, Ala., 
would have to convert to a 
grass surface for the tourna- 
ment, and the famous hedges 
at Sanford Stadium in 
Athens, Georgia would have ' 


Papin says 
Solidarity 
is missing ^ 
at Bayern 

BONN (R) — French striker 

Jean-Pierre Papin, who has . ;T- 

struggled at his new club 

Bayern Munich this season 

because of injury, criticised - -Jp? 

the German side Wednesday ■ 

for having no solidarity in the W 

dressing room. g 

“I have never experienced 3 

this before. In this club ev- . . 

erybody talks about every- 
body else. There is no soli- . 
darity,” Papin said in inter- . ; . 

view with the German news- 
paper, Eild. ..... 

“In France. you neveualk. 
badly about teammates. In 
Italy it is forbidden. You 
would have been thrown out 
in (AC) Milan for that. We *' 

are 20 players, four officials 
and two doctors. We have to 
stick together. But the re-- 
sped for each other is not J > - v 
there.” xjfcmgra 

Papin, who turns 31 next 
month, has come under fire 
from the German media 10: .'Wjjtow 

failing to score goals for the 
German defending cham- 

But the French in' .me- 
tional had some harsh words 
for the way he has been 
handled by Bayern’s Italian 
roach Giovanni Trapanom dur- 

ing his period recovering from a gtgfS-r' ' ' • 

knee injury. " 

“He took me to a game in , \ l 

Hassfurth. I told him that the , 

doctor had rold me to rest but jsBpaMB| J * .. 
he said: I am the doctor here . K§ ra^83 '.. r * A| 

I’m the boss and you're play- 1 

ing’," Papin said. 

“So I played and after 30 
minutes I was in pain again. . 

That is stupid.” Jean-Pierre Papm 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Semi-villa with full furniture, ground floor, consists of 3 
bedrooms and a master bedroom, salon, dining room and 
entrance hall with three bathrooms, separate central 
heating, glassed-in balcony and telephone. 

Location: 7th Circle, Abdullah Ghosheh Street, house 
number 100, rent to be paid annually. 

For those interested call tel; 813933 











to be cut. 

Also. U.S. Soccer Federa- 
tion President Alan Rotfaen- 
berg said there was a possibil- 
ity the start of major league 
soccer, the new American 
professional league he in- 
tends to start, would be de- 
layed a year to 1996. 

Rothenberg. coming off 
the successful World Cup, 
hoped to formally announce 
details on his league Tues- 
day, but the news conference 
was called off last week. 
Seven cities had been ] 
announced before the World 1 
Cup, but Rothenberg still 
hasn’t announced the remain- 
ing five and stadia for some 
are in doubt. 

“Obviously the later in the 
game it gets, the more you 
have to analyse whether to 
start in '95 or ’96,” Rothen- 
berg said. 

Asked whether that meant 
there might be a one-year 
postponement, Rothenberg 
said: “Sure it's a possibility; 
everything is a possibility.” 

Rothenberg also said U.S. 
coach Bora Milutinovic was 
on the verge of signing a 
four-year contract extension 
through December 199S. 
Rothenberg said only details 
of bonuses remained open 
and that he expected the deal 
would be completed within a 
week. 

Scotland 

star 

joins 

Rangers 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Scot- 
land international Alan 
McLaren became Glasgow 
Rangers’ latest expensive 
purchase here Tuesday in a 
combined cash and player 
package that sees Dave 
McPherson return to Hearts 
for a second spell. 

Central defender McLaren 
completed his move from 
Hearts with Rangers defen- 
der McPherson returning to 
Tynecastle in a deal valued at 
two million pounds (about 
three million dollars!. 

McLaren will make his de- 
but Sunday in Ranges’ clash 
with Galsgow rivals Celtic, 
whose one million pound bid 
to sign him at the start of the 
season was rejected. _ _ 



Jordan Soccer League first division championship leaders A1 Wihdat team . ■; 

9th week of Jordan soccer 
championship starts today 


By Aieen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — With only 
three weeks left for the first 
leg of the 1st division soc- 
cer championship to be 
concluded, Al Wihdat enter 
the 9th week Thursday top- 
ping the standings with a 
mere two-point lead over 
second-placed Al Hussein. 

Al Wihdat. who last won 
the first division title in 
1991, are the only unbeaten 
.team so far, although they 
have a low scoring record 
at 11-2. 

They will next play Al 
Ahli who. despite their 
eighth place standing, are 
expected to enter the 
match with high spirits af- 
ter their 1-0 win over third- 
placed Al Ramtha last 
week. 

Al Ramtha. Al Faisali 
and Al Jazireh are now tied 
with 11 points in the stand- 
ings but are in 3rd, 4th and 
5th places respectively on 
goal difference. 

Al Faisali might have the 
best chance at improving 
their record when they next 
meet lowly llth-placed Al 
Jeel. 

However, the match be- 
tween Al Jazireh and Al 
Qadissieh will be most im- 
portant. as both teams 
struggle for an advanced 
position this season. 


Meanwhile, Al Ramtha 
will face Al Qadissieh who 
have disappointed their 
fans and are in 9th place 
after scoring only one win 
so far. 

Last placed Al Karmel. 
who earned their first point 
after managing a 1-1 draw 
with Al Q_.‘ ‘sieh in their 
last match, will ice 10th 
placed Shabab Al Hussein, 
while Al Hussein might 
have a good chance to 
score a win when they face 
6th-placed Al Arabi. 

Kufrsoum’s Yousef 
Obeidat is still the top scorer 
with 7 goals though he 
has not scored in the last 
three weeks. He is closely 
trailed by Al Arabi’s Ay- 
man Al Omari. Al Jazireh ’s 
Murad Hassan and Al 
Ramtha's Mouaffaq Abu 
Hdeib with 6 goals each. 

A total 150 goals have 
been scored in the past 48 
matches with Al Hussein, 
Al Faisali. Kufrsoum and 
Al Ramtha scoring nearly 
half the number at 73. 

Al Jeel and Al Karmel 
are the only two teams who 
have failed to score a win 
so far. They also have the 
worst scoring averages at 
4-19 and 3-21. 

Al Wihdat. who have re- 
portedly landed a JD13.000 


sponsorship deal with ’the' - ' 
Swatch company, have se- < ' 
cured the Jordan Soccer” 1 
Federation’s highest profit*’ 1 
from ticket sales. 

The eighth week netted- a 71 
total of JD13.000. the bulk 
of it coming from Al-*-' 
Wihdat-Hussein mafcfr' 
which generated JD9;00th'? 

Al Qadissieh-Karh\^l; ; 
match netted the least. -at - 
JD41.5! 

According to an analysis" 
by Al Ra’i Arabic daily. _ 
only 16 goals were score 3 ~ 
in the past week and i$ 
average per match was re- 
latively low at at 2.6 com-_ 
pared to 22 goals in th6- 
seventh week. '• 

That may be due in baH! 1 - 
to the cautious attitude : of? 
most teams not wanting t6*- 
take any unnecessary risks'^ 
that might greatly affect' > 
their standings with the-fot"'-'' 
al points being quite dose.. . 

Rough play was also- 'a 
distinct characteristic. The'- 
eighth week saw thfe& :>! 
penalty kicks awarded ^A’l 
high number compared Wa ' : 
total of only nine through-'" 
out the past seven weeks?-' 
Similarly, three red card - 
bookings were issued- this- 
week, compared to a total 
of four since the beginning^." 
of the competition. - . 


CHEZ SIMON 

Tomorrow our rendez-vous Chez-Simon with the 
music of Garo. 

Tonight and every night v.e meet with Garo and his 

music in restaurant Chez-Simon 

where you may find special French and Italian food. 

Tel: 690910 


□ □ □ Dl 


Amman International Hotel 
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Hall®ween Night 

A NIGHT OF SPOOKY 


AMMAN 

PARIS 

and onward to the whole world 


WINTER SPECIAL 




Open for Lunch & Dinner! 


your 

creaWQ V °, U L°^ S for a 
eoslum ^«yi*>9^- . & 

■ Wiwim valuable Prizes. 
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T HREE FLIGHTS A WEEK 
AS OF NOVEMBER 1st 


AF8173 Saturday tuesday friday 

AMM \N I dep. 23h59 05h45 05H45 


if reservation Please eafl 6571 00 Ext. 113^ 



Sunday 

PARIS \l arr. 06hl0 llh55 llh55 




Sales : 698317/8 - Reservation : 666055 

Administration offices: 676665 Accounting : 667810 -Airport : 08 539-50 




Jordan will maintain strong 
ties with Arab, Islamic states 


World Bank: Jordan needs 
debt relief to enjoy peace 


: -By Jonathan Wallace 
and S^ssa Atfyeh 
AMMAN (UP!) — Jordan 
intends to maintain strong 
ties to the Arab and Islamic 
World alongside its new 
peace with Israel, Crown 
Prince Hassan said Tuesday, 
on the eve of the signing of 
the Jordan-Israel peace trea- 
ty- : 

;In an interview, the Crown 
Prince expressed hope that 
Jordan would become a 
“meeting ground for ideas” 
that would play a pivotal role 
in die future of the Middle 
East. 

The Crown Prince said the 
ongoing process of forging 
peace in the region could 
help end Jordan’s alienation 
from other Arab countries 
that began when Jordan re- 
fused to back a U.S.-led 
coalition that opposed Iraq in 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

“There is no question in 
my mind of this country being 
dismembered in terms of its 
commitment to the Arab 
League or the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference,” the 
Crown Prince said in the in- 
terview which took place in 
the gardens of his royal guest 
home in Amman. 

The peace treaty, reached 
after negotiations in which 
Prince Hassan played a 
strong role, specifically out- 
lines Jordan’s ability to form 
military and security alliances 
with any Arab and Islamic 
country as long as they are 
not for the purpose of aggres- 
sion against Israel. 

While the Crown Prince 
acknowledged Jordan had 
been alienated from other 
Arab countries since the Gulf 
war, he said the peace pro- 
cess had not contributed to 


“I don’t think in any inst- 
ance there is a total break- 
down of communication,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince voiced 
hope that Jordan could gain a 
pivotal role as a “meeting 
ground of ideas, of conflict- 
ing schools of convergence 
and divergence.” 

“Economically and social- 
ly, Jordan does have a 
middle-ground role to play as 
a pivot between the ofl of the 
region and the northern bub 
of the Red Sea peninsula,” 
Prince Hassan said. “I think 
we can, and are gradually 
becoming, the laboratory for 
new concepts.” 

As part of that role. Prince 
Hassan said Jordan would try 
to address the causes of ex- 
tremism and violence. 

“We have to be more 
effective in explaining die 
context of peace and in 
changing bias,” the Crown 
Prince said. Much of the ex- 
plaining must be done m Jor- 
dan, where hardliners in the 
Parliament boycotted an 
address by President B01 
Clinton and demonstrators 
opposed to the treaty burned 
the U.S. and Israeli flags. 

The Prince said he has 
asked political parties 
opposed to Jordan-Israel 
treaty to propose their own 
initiative as a basis for discus- 
sion. He has had no re- 
sponse, be said. __ 

“We want to see greater 
participation in developing 
some form of national con- 
sensus over issues and I don’t 
think it has ever been more in 
demand than in this period of 
political change,” he said. “I 
am certainly ready to do it, 
but I think any dialogue re- 


quires the participation of 
both sides.” 

Increasing tension between 
Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
results from a lack of funding 
for territories now under 
Palestinian rule in West Bank 
town of Jericho and the 'Gaza 
Strip, the Crown Prince said. 

“I would hope that the 
flow of international support 
will create a qualitative 
change and I think that will 
lessen some of the tension,” 
be said. 

He blamed the PLO for 
perpetuating its economic 
problems by failing to re- 
spond to Jordan’s efforts to 
improve economic relations 
with the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

The peace treaty could fos- 
ter an ironic situation. Prince 
Hassan said, where “we end 
up responding to internation- 
al initiatives more pragmati- 
cally than we respond to each 
other.” 

A November conference to 
be hosted by Prince Hassan 
on the humanitarian impact 
of the peace process could 
help Palestinian-Jordanian 
relations, he said. 

“I hope that will be 
another contributive factor to 
greater understanding,” he 
said. 

The Crown Prince, who 
recently formed a Royal 
Commission for Modernisa- 
tion and Development at 
King Hussein’s request, said 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin would have a place in a 
revamped dvfl service where 
advancement would be based 
on merit. 

“It will begin to dawn on us 
that it is only through 
achievement and hard work 


that we are going to be able 
to preseve and promote our 
identity,” he said. 

An economic conference 
scheduled to open Sunday in 
Casablanca could help 
accelerate the pace of econo- 
mic, social and cultural 
achievement in the region by 
helping to integrate the Mid- 
dle East economy with the 
world economy. Prince Has- 
san said. 

“I would like to see this 
region talking to the cros- 
sroads of the banking world 
as a region for the fnst time, 
not as a sub-region, but as an 
East Mediterranean-West 
Asian- Arabian region,” the 
Crown Prince said. 

A key step to regional 
cohesion came in peace with 
Israel, which allowed the two 
countries to set aside a half- 
century of dispute over ter- 
ritorial rights, water rights 
and sovereignty. 

The Crown Prince named 
the three most important ele- 
ments of “redprxxal recogni- 
tion” in the treaty as “recog- 
nition of the right to self- 
defence, recognition of cultu- 
ral rights ana recognition of 
civil rights.” 

The pace of peace negotia- 
tions, begun three years ago 
in Madrid, quickened in re- 
cent months because Israel 
became “forthcoming in 
readiness to discuss subst- 
ance,” he said. 

“For the past 18 months we 
have heard references to 
.Syria first, and we kept 
saying the only condition for 
us is the merit of the case,” 
Prince Hassan said. “And 
some four months ago, I 
think the pace began to in- 


Israelis, Jordanians take first steps 


By Nefl MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 


WADI ARABA — Israelis 
and Jordanians took the first 
steps towards each other 
Wednesday, swapping baps 
ball caps and war stories 
while their leaders sealed a 
Historic peace treaty. 

-The one-bour ceremony on 
an asphalted mine field in the 
desert drew together 5,000 
old enemies and strangere — 
army veterans in wheelchairs, 
parents of victims of extrem- 
ism, Muslim sheikhs in long 
white robes and Jewish clergy 
in black coats. 

'“‘Hey, where did you 
fight?" an Israeli veteran yel- 
led over to Lieutenant- 
General Mahmoud Salem, 
bead of the Jordanian land 
forces. Gen. Salem said he 
-did battle in the 1967 and 
1973 Mideast wars. 

, “Look, where all the fight- 
■ ing has gotten us," the Israeli 
-said. The two men smiled and 
shook hands. 

Israeli women soldiers dis- 
pensing water from coolers 
and young Jordanian waiters 
traded baseball caps. The 
Israelis offered hats with the 
slogan “Blessed are the 
peacemakers” for caps im- 
printed with a crown and the 
"Royal Jordanian” airline 
logo. 

Still, the first words did not 


always come easy. 

“We tried to talk to the 
Israeli girls, but they don’t 
speak Arabic,” said waiter 
Rami A wad, 18, a Jordanian 
of Palestinian origin. ‘Td like 
to invite them home to wel- 
come them and make them 
tea.” 

In other joint ventures, 

• Israeli and Jordanian soldiers 
took turns firing the 21-gun 
salute that opened the cere- 
mony and the two countries’ 
armed forces orchestras 
blended together for a rendi- 
tion of the star-spangled ban- 
ner. 

Despite the easygoing har- 
mony, security precautions 
were stringent because of 
threats from extremists to 
disrupt the peacemaking. 

The asphalt patch was sea- 
led off by barbed wire, and 
U.S. Secret Service agents 
atop watchtoweis scanned 
the surrounding desert with 
binoculars. Before the festivi- 
ties, the agents patrolled with < Jgtf 
bomb-sniffing dogs. ^ 

A Secret Service agent 
ordered the press away from 
one side of the bleachers 
because the dogs got agitated 
around a bank or soft drink 

Jonl«u»ii a™ 1 anwd tecs offiw. 

ping balloon made security (Photo by Youjtf Al Allan) 

forces jump. r . i 


By P.V.VivekanaiKi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The World 
Bank, on die eve of the sign- 
ing of the Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty, has emphasised 
that Jordan needs substantial 
relief from its foreign debts in 
order to gain the economic 
benefits of peace in tire re- 
gion through increased pri- 
vate sector investments. 

The World Bank, in a re- 
port released on Tuesday, 
said the Kingdom needed to 
increase private funds to raise 
its economic growth to six per 
cent, but it would find it 
difficult to invite investments 
unless the debt burden is 
reduced. 

Jordan is expecting a 
growth of under 5.5 per cent 
m 1994. 

According to earlier World 
Bank findings, Jordan needs 
to reduce its $6.8 billion fore- 
ign debts by half to regain the 
international creditworthi- 
ness it enjoyed before its 
economy hit dire straits in 
1988. 

The $3.4 billion figure 
would represent about 75 per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product of the Kingdom, a 
level that is internationally 
accepted as good credit rat- 
ing. 

“Jordan’s current level of 
debt casts a cloud over its 
ability to attract sustained 
high level of private foreign 
investment,” said Caio Kocb- 
Weser, vice-president of the 


World Bank’s Middle East 
Department. 

In its latest comments 
based on a recent study of the 
Jordanian economy, the 
World Bank suggested that 
about $1.7 billion in debt 
relief would improve the 
Kingdom's situation. 

According to the study, 
Jordan’s prospects to gain 
debt relief were from indi- 
vidual countries, including 
the United States and Bri- 

Washington is granting a 
write-off of $705 million to 
Jordan from the Kingdom’s 
debts to the U.S. of nearly $1 
billion. The first tranche of 
thfe write-off — $220 milli on 
— was formalised in Septem- 
ber for fiscal 1994. The rest of 
the write-off will come in the 
next two years. 

Britain has cancelled Jor- 
dan’s debts worth $100 mil- 
lion. Several other European 
countries have converted 
loans of smaller amounts 
given to Jordan to grants. 

Japan is Jordan’s largest 
creditor, accounting for near- 
ly 40 per cent of die King- 
dom’s all foreign debts. But 
debt relief is not available 
from Japan to any of its 
debtors. If Tokyo extends 
such relief it also means a 
total cut-off in all future 
Japanese financial assistance. 

The Japanese government 
has adopted the same 
approach with Jordan, but it ■ 
has assured the Kingdom that 
more Japanese funds will be 


made available in the form of 
long-term soft loans — a 
prospect that many Jordanian 
officials believe is better for 
Jordan in the long tom. 

According to the World 
Bank, Jordan’s best short- 
term economic prospects are 


However, it warned, 
Jordanian commercial banks 
operating in the territories 
should proceed with caution 
in a system using three cur- 
rencies, the Jordanian dinar, 
the Israeli shekel and the 
U.S. dollar. 

An agreement reached be- 
tween Jordan and the Pales- 
tine National Authority 
(FNA) in Gaza and Jericho 
early this month designates 
the dinar as the main legal 
tender in the territories, In- 
cluding dealings of the self- 
rule authority and taxation. 
The PNA has also agreed not 
to adopt any measure that 
could undermine the Jorda- 
nian dinar in the territories. 

The PNA, led by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), has said it was plan- 
ning to issue its own curren- 
cy- But international econo- 
mic experts believe that it 
might not be a good idea at 
all for the Palestinians at thin 
point in time since, as one 
European expert put it, “it 
does not make good econo- 
mic sense.” 

Jordan has said that it had 


conveyed to the World Bank 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) its concerns 
over the possibility of a sur- 
prise replacement of currency 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The World Bank report 
noted that Jordan’s key geog- 
raphic location could help it 
become the services centre 
for the area, with.prospects in 
toppsm. water resources and 
pthgr infrastructure develop- 


rarame the Kingdom has 
agreed with the IMF. The 
report was also seen as an 
endorsement of the Jorda- 
' nian effort with its creditors 
. to secure debt relief. 

Finance Minister Sami 
Gammoh, who met with his 
counterparts from the Paris 
Club of creditor governments 
on. the fringes of an IMF/ 
World Bank meeting in Mad- 
rid last month, has reported a 


No breakthroughs, but Clinton 
hopes to narrow Syria- Israel gap 



U.S. PRESIDENT BflJ Clin- 
ton said Wednesday he 
hoped to narrow the gap be- 
tween Israel and Syria when 
he holds talks with President 
Hafez Al Assad in Damascus 

but ruled out any dramatic 
breakthroughs. 

“I expect that we will make 
some progress. I expect that 
we will narrow the gap,” Mr. 
Clinton said ahead of Thurs- 
day’s meeting. 

“I do not expect this trip to 
Syria to produce a dramatic 
breakthrough in die immedi- 
ate aftermath of the trip,” he 
said before leaving Cairo for 
the signing of the peace trea- 
ty between Jordan and Israel. 

Mr. Clinton will become 
the first U.S. president since 
Richard Nixon in 1974 to visit 
Damascus. 

His discussions with Mr. 
Assad will focus on negotia- 
tions that are stalled mainly 
over the scope and timing of 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 

“I believe we have made a 
good deal of progress in the 
last few months,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said in Cairo during a 
joint press conference with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

“I am being quite encour- 
aged by that and it is on that 
basis in my conviction that 
both President Assad and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and their two peoples 


ought to continue the work 
for peace that I go to Syria. 

“fin terms of the tuning of a 
breakthrough, I don’t want to 
commit myself to that be- 
cause that really is up to the 
parties. 

“They must determine 
themselves the substance and 
the timing but I believe we 
should move as quickly as 
posable and I am pushing it 
as quickly as possible. I can- 
not give you a date,” be said. 

But added that the peace 
process was dearly “moving 
m the right direction.’’ 

When asked about 
Washington keeping Syria on 
a list of countries which sup- 
port “terrorism,” Mr. Clin- 
ton replied: “Terrorism is 
still an issue between our two 
parties and it cannot be 
ignored.” 

“But the most successful 
way to end terrorism in tins 
part of the world is to have 
comprehensive peace and 
Syria is a partner in the peace 
process," he said. 

“I believe President Assad 
wants a comprehensive peace 
and wants an end to terrorism 
and therefore I think it would 
be a mistake for me not to 
take this opportunity to go to 
Syria, to fry to further the 
peace process,” he said. 

Mr. Mubarak said Mr. 
Assad is “wholeheartedly 
committed to a just and hon- 
ourable peace” as was the 


Lebanese leadership. 

Syria’s government-run 

newspapers Wednesday beld % 
back their usual editorial* 
assault on the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty and played up 
President Omton’s trip to the 
region. 

Every major daily fed its 
front page with previews of 
the signing of the /treaty 
later in the day, with multiple 


“Clinton's visit will ensure 
a precious opport u nity for 
him to be acquainted with 
Syria’s desire to achieve 
peace and its keenness about 
an effective American role 
that could rid flic region of 
the danger of wars and ten- 
sion,” the Tishrin daily said. 

There have been few out- 
ward sots of progress on the 
Syrian-Israeli front since 
direct talks were suspended 
last February. 

The two sides disagree 
over Syria’s demand for a 
complete withdrawal from 
the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights and Israel’s demand 
for a full normalisation of 
ties. 

Bnt U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, who is 
mediating between the two 
sides, has said that although 
s*ripus gaps remain, some 
differences are being nar- 
rowed. 


Mr. Christopher, who is 
accompanying Mr. Clin ton, 
Monday strongly hinted Mr. 
Assad must now decide 
whether he wants peace with 
Israel. 

But the newspapers 
blamed the stalemate on 
Israel. 

. “Any progress on the Sy- 
rian track is contingent on the 
(American) capability to 

brid ge the Israeli gaps and to 
remove obstacles placed by 
Israel before any settle- 
ment,” Tishrin said. 

Bnt Al Baath, the mouth- 
piece of the ruling Baath 
Party, said progress is possi- 
ble. 

“Overcoming gaps is not 
an unattainable matter,” die 
newspaper said. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Assad 
are to hold a joint press 
conference Thursday after 
their talks in Damascus. 


jdmitial palace here will be 
broadcast live on Syrian Tele- 
vision. 

Mr. Clinton, who is the 
first U.S. president to visit 
Syria since Richard Nixon 
went there in 1974, is to 
arrive Thursday morning for 
avisit of four to six hours 
before travelling on to Israel. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Assad 
met in January in Geneva for 
a meeting aimed at finding a 
way to unblock Syrian-Israeli 
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